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CHAP. I. 
An early Vi it. Deſcription of two Strangers. At: 


unexpetted Diſcovery, A Family Altercation. A 


Reconciliation, and an Adventure, by which Mes. 
Gilbert diſcovers a near Relatim. 


| KHER E morning was 6 advanced 

8 17 & before Mrs. Gilbert awoke. Mr. Lloyd 
who was himſelf an early riſer, gave po- 

NN ſitive ordersꝰ that ſhe ſhould upon no 


Pretence whatever be diſturbed, availing himſelf of 


that opportunity to pay a viſit to the gentlemen ſaid 


to have been robbed, for the purpoſe of hearing from 
their own mouths the particulars of a circumſtance 
which had been the means of introducing him to the 
acquaintance of our heroine, and upon a confirma- | 
tion of which depended ina great meaſure her future 
peace and happineſs. 
Having reached the inn where he was informed 
he might hear of the perſons of whom he was in 
Vor. = = "ſearch, 
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dearch, he ſent up his name, and deſited the favour 
of an audience. The gentlemen were no ſooner ap- 
prized of his requeſt than they were diſpoſed to grati- 
ty it. 

The one was an elderly perſonage, venerable in 
his appearance, and courteous in his behaviour: health 
and temperance had given his cheeks a bloom which 
ſeemed to bid defiance to the power of time : his 
eyes ſtill poſſeſſed the fire of youth, and his counte- 
nance was fraught with that placid ſerenity which 
proclaimed a heart unknown to vice, and a mind 
unacquainted with deceit. 

The other was a youth, and appeared to be his 
ſcn : he was of a delicate form, and his hair hanging 
In natural ringlets down his back, gave an additional 
grace to his appearance, ſuch as put faſhion to 
the bluſh and mocked the uncourtly efforts of modern 
ingenuity. 

Mr. Lloyd having acquainted them with the 
cauſe of his viſit, deſired to be informed of the nature 
of the robbery, with the commiſſion of which the 

manager and his friend ſtood charged. 0 
Ihbe intelligence communicated to him in replß 
to this requeſt, was ſuch as tended to confirm him 
in his opinion of the criminality of the perſons ſuſ- 

ted, and of the truth of the relation he had before 

en favoured with. 

Deſpairing of meeting with a ſingle n 
which might tend to palliate their guilt, he prepar- 
ed himſelf to return home, when the oldeſt of the 
two gentlemen gently detaining him, by laying holdof 
the ſkirt of his coat, begged he would oblige them 
with his company to breaktaſt- i 

After the trouble Mr. Lloyd had given chem, he 
could not refuſe them a requeſt ſo extremely mode- 
Tate, and which only ſerved to preſent him with a 
freſh proof of the politeneſs and civility of the perſon 
who addreſſed him. 


Whilſt 


44 
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Whilſt breakfaſt was preparing the kind inviter 
locking ſteadfaſtly at Mr. Lloyd, whilſt the tears 
ſtood quivering in his eyes, addreſſed him with a 

kind of a tremulous accent thus : 

J once, Sir, knew a lady of your — name the 
© moſt worthy and valuable of her ſex—to attempt 
6 her praiſe would be a taſk infinitely ſurpaſſing my 


„ flendercapacity—no! no l my Fanny*s excelſencies 
_& would alone ſuit the tongue of thoſe heavenly choirs 


% with whom ſhe is gone to partake of bliſs P? —— | 
Fanny! Fanny!“ Exclaimed Mr. Lloyd, in- 
terrupting him“ pray, Sir, is not your name Clay- 
66 ton "hs | 
It is, Sir,“ replyed the ſtranger, ** and by the 
queſtion I can conjecture you to be no other than 
5 the brother of Fanny — and of whom 1 was in 
„ . EE bore ns on 
Les, Sir,” anſwered Mr. Lloyd, I am indeed, 
5 that unfortunate man — unfortunate only by her 
“ imprudence and your villany. The honour of a 
6 ſiſter, Mr. Clayton, is no inconſiderable matter.— 
By her ſeduction (for I can give it a name nothing 
more favourable) you have diſgraced an ancient 
and reſpectable family; —you have extended the | 
veil of ſhame over the molly tombs of her ancet- 
tors ;— you have hᷣxed and indelible ſtain, obſcur- 
ing the glories of an illuſtrious line; and you have 
racked a brother's breaſt with mourning the down- 
c fall and overthrow of a ſiſter's honour.” 
Her honour, Sir!” explained Mr. Clayton a- 
„% mazed * by the immortal Searcher ot hearts, 
it is as pure and unſullied as the ſhrine of Diana.“ — 
* Was ſhe not a proſtitute —— a whore ?”! 
A whore !—what my Fanny a whore!“ replied 
6 the gentleman angrily “ it is well, Mr. Lloyd 
it is well, Sir, you are her brother.- 


* But | forgive you. — Dear injured ſhade !”? 
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(continued he, claſping his hands in each other) 


if it 15 permitted to thee to know what pal- 
ſes with mortals; if thy pure nature can hold com- 
munion with groſs animal eſſence, vindicate thy- 
ſelf, and teach a harſh brother how greatly he miſ- 
conceives the virtues of thy ſoul and the beauty of 
thy actions!“ 

« Give me then, Sir,” ſaid Mr. Lloyd, ſome 
proof ſtronger than words, whereby I may have 
lufficient i eaſon to correct my ſuſpicion. Con- 
vince me only that ſhe was not deſerving of the 
ungrateful appellation which I this minute be- 
{lowed upon her, and I ſhall have cauſe to bleſs 
your charity.” : 

She was my wife!” anſwered Mr. Clayton— 
will that, Sir, diſpoſe you to be favourable to her 
memory? — ſhe was my lawful and wedded wife 


the moſt incontrovertible proofs of which I have 


here with me ready for your inſpection.— Will 


theſe ſatisfy you?“ 5 
« I am already ſatisfied, replied Mr. Lloyd, 


and I beg your pardon, Sir, for any expreſſion 
my warmth may have occaſioned. A man tenacious 


of the honour of his family; a man ſuſceptible of 


reſentment, and impreſſed with an idea that he 
was converſing with him who has been the ori- 


ginal cauſe of the fancied diſgrace which has ſur- 


rounded his houſe, may be allowed ſome indul- 
gence to his feelings. Taught to conſider you, 
Sir, in the light of my moſt bitter enemy, it is 


but natural to ſuppoſe that your preſence muſt 
have filled me with diſagreeable apprehenſions. I 


am, however, not obſtinately blind to conviction ; 


I am endued with a ſufficiency of forgiveneſs, 
amply to counterbalance for the warmth of in- 


ſtint paſſion, and TI am happy in having an op- 


portunity of ſeeing and being convinced of an 


error, 


BN 
| 
\ 


| 
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& error, which, as it has been the greateſt misfor- 
© tune of my life to imbibe, will conſequently be 
{© the happicſt part of my wiſh to correct.“ 
Breakfaſt by this time being brought upon tadle, 
a ſhort truce was obſerved on both ſides, which, 
however, was no ſooner concluded than Mr. Lloyd 
gave them an invitation to attend him home, This 
Mr. Clayton could not refuſe to his ſolicitations, had 
he even been ſo diſpoſed ;—as it was, he made not 
the leaſt heſitation to obey him, and in a few minutes 
they all together proceeded towards the antiquated 
manſion to which they were invited, Qs 
They had not proceeded many yards before they' 
were overtaken by Mr. Ephraim Codex, the worthy 


_ curate, with the character of whom the reader has 


been made acquainted in the former part of theſe 
ſheets. | „ . 
Mr. Lloyd, who was always glad to ſee a man the 
ſincerity of whoſe friendſhip he had fo frequently 
experienced, was particularly careful in his enquiries 


after the health of his wife, whom he held in a 
| ſimilar degree of eftimation with her huſband. 


The curate informed him that ſhe was purely 


_ recovered from her late indiſpoſition, and that he 


doubted not, under God, of fully perfefting her 


| health in a litile time, without the danger of a re- : 


Having made Mr. Clayton and the other gentle- 
man acquainted with the curate's character and abi- 
lities, Mr. Lloyd deſired the latter to accompany 
them to his houſe, where the preſently arrived, and 
welcomed at the door by Mrs. Gwynn, who no foo- 
ner fixed her eyes on Mr. Clayton, than ſhe knew 


him in ſpite of an interval of near thirty years, 
and the alterations his countehance had under- 


gone by the difference of climates and the accidents 
of ume; 


72 Surprized 
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Surprized at a circumſtance ſo ſtrange and unex- 
pected, ſhe imparted her aſtoniſhment to Mr. Lloyd, 
who gave her to underſtand in a few words, the 
whole of the accident by which he arrived at the 
knowledge of Mr. Clayton, and the converſation 
that adventure had given birth to. 

The worthy domeſtic was no. leſs oleaſed than. 
ſurprized at what ſhe heard. She had Yann Mr. 
Clayton from his. childhood, and was happy in the 
likelihood there appeared of effeQng a reconciliati- 
on between that gentleman and her maſter, who 
were ſo long ſuppoſed to be the inveterate enemies 
to each other, and whom. ſhe had ſo equal an eſteem 

for, that it would be impoſſible ta tell who malt 
poſſeſſed her regard, 

Mrs. Gilbert had not yet quitted her apart- 
ment: in a few minutes, however, ſhe came dawn 
ſtairs bluſhing, like the morn. Her entrance, ſuds 
denly and involuntarily attraQed.the eyes of all pre- 
ſent, particularly thoſe of Mr. Clayton, who beheld... 
her with a mixture of love, joy, and adtnination. 
Ide moment Mrs. Gilbert perceived him, ſha) 
found herſelf agitated in a manner to which ſhe was 
a ſtranger: ſha ſaw in him a perſon. with whom ſhe 
had long hean acquainted, yet would not her recol- 
lection ſerve a while ta remind her, when, or where 
ſhe had ſeen him. She retraced in memory all tha 
different events of her life, yet without effact, and 

labouring with curioſity and anxiety, ſhe was nearly 
deſpairing of har hopes, when, like a flaſp of light= 
ing burſting upon hen ſoul, ſhe was enabled to un- 
riddle the myſtery which had given her ſo much per- 
plexity, and to aſcertain the identity of him who had 
ſo much employed her attention. 

Mr. Clayton was no other than the gentleman 
who attended Miſs Wilmot at the time our heroine 
firſt viſited, the metropolis, and who then went by 

the appeliFio on of Gandon. Bp 
9 10 
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Did you not once know a Miſs Wilmot, Sir?“ 
—ſaid Mrs. Gilbert. 

Amazed at this queſtion, Mr. Clayton ſurveyed 
her again from head to foot. —** No!“ ſaid he fofl- 
ly to himſelf,— © it cannot be! that were an happi- 

56 neſs to great!“ 

© Do you not know me, Sir continued ſhe, 

—* have you then indeed forgot your Louifa ?”? 

& Gracious Heaven “' —exclaimed he, —© by 

_ © what wonderful ways doſt thoucontrive to ſhew 

* thy goodneſs !—lIr is too much | O my daughter! 

* my daughter!“ — 

He could ſay no more, —— but inſtanly fainted 
away.— 
With the eee of Mr. Lloyd and the curate 
he was however preſently reſtored to himſelf. 
Where is ſhe ?—Where is ſhe ?”—ſaid he, 
let me once more behold her.—Y es Hit can be 

4 no other than my long leſt daughter, —my Louiſa ! 

« O happineſs too — and exquiiite ! I ſæe in her 

all the ſoftneſs and delicacy of her mother; the 

„ heavenly ſmile; the enchanting grace; the winning 

_ © ſweetneſs, and the grandeur and dignity of be- 

% haviouf which ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed her a- 

© bove the daughters of the earth.—b ſee in her that 

« chaſtity of ſentiment which baniſhes every * 

* and low idea and raiſes the ſoul almoſt upon an 

„ equality with A 15 "indeed 

«© my daughter!” 

When the violence of his tranſports was ſomo- 
what abated, Mrs. Gilbert preſented him with the 
heads of her hiftory, which he attended to with the 

| greateſt care, and heard her to the end without in- 
terruption. 

Alas 


my child,” ſai he, when ſhe had finiſhed 


her narration, ** thou haſt taſted deeply of the cup 
1 of miſery, but thou ſhalt no more drink therof 
1 Thou 


ee — Rn. 


—— 
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Thou haſt cruelly felt the ſcourge of affliction, 
“ but it ſhall never more be lifted againſt thee. Thy 
& father ſhall protect thee againſt the powers of ma- 
4 lice and againſt the hand of misfortune. In his 
* love and in his affection ſhalt thou find an aſylum 
from thine enemies anda retreat from thy ſuf- 
* ferings.. - „ 
Nor think I mean by this retirement to ſequeſter 
«© thee from all communication with the world. 
„No- Behold in this youth a brother !—he ſhall 
* de the companion of thy ſolitude, he ſhall avert, 
c with a brother's zeal, every gloomy reflection 
4c that may endeavour to intrude upon thy peace, — 
* and he ſhall aſſiſt thee in the cultivation of thoſe 
4 morals which will tend to thy everlaſting felicity. 
J too,—I, my Louiſa, will be a partner with 
« thee in thy happineſs. Fed by thy hand and cheered 
c by thy ſmiles, I ſhall once more realize the joys 
6 my Fanny afforded me. I ſhail thus live over 
again, and by ſo doing enjoy the ſatisfactions of 
« youth, tempered by the experience of age. This, 
* this my child ſhall be thy father's portion! render- 
5 ed happier. in the refleQton that thou art partaker 
« with him inthe pleaſures which await his accept- 
& ancgg-and the amiable inſtrument of his perma- 
S nr rage” „„ 
It was with the greateſt difficulty he could put a 
period to his diſcourſe.— His. eyes were for a 
while immoveably fixed upon her, nor could 
the reſpect he entertained for the reſt of the com- 
_ pany reſtrain him from embracing her with an ard. 
our which only paternal tenderneſs could afford an 
excuſe for. „„ es Yn 
Mr. Lloyd, who had hitherto remained a mere 
ſpectator of what was doing, addreſſing himſelf to 
Mr. Clayton, demanded his attention as follows: 
« 1 mean not, Sir, to diſpute with you a father's 
| e | 66 right; | 


— -  — 
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&© right; but it ought however to be remembered, 
& that ſhe in part belongs to me, without whom 

&* childleſs you had been elſe.” 

„Had I not taken care of her you would not 


% have come fo ſpeedily to the knowledge of her; 
„ —excluſive of which, I have a title in her as the 


«© daughter of my ſiſter, under which character I 
beg the liberty of ſaluting her, a freedom, which 
J affure you, I never yet took with any of her 


«© ſex.” 


Mr. Lloyd having in this manner diverted the at- 


tention of Mr. Clayton from his daughter, who had 


ſo long engroſſed it wholly to herſelf, begged of that 
gentleman to favour them with his hiſtory, which 
promiſed to afford them no leſs entertainment than 
information, and without, which would be a difficult 
matter to form a proper idea of many particulars 
neceſſary to elucidate the reaſons of his ſiſter's elo- 


pement. 


In conformity to this requeſt, Mr. Clayton began 
the relation of his life and adventures as follows. 


CHAP. II. 


Cantaining the Hiſtory of Mr. Clayton. A Voyage 
to and from the Faſt Indies. Matrimonial Advice 
of a ſuperannuated Peer. The Toucb. ſtone of Indif- 
erence. A ſudden Revolution of Sentiment and an 
embarraſſed Situation. 


«© FT*HE wonders I have this day been an in- 
| tereſted witneſs of, call for my warmeſt 
gratitude and acknowledgement to him who ſo mar- 


veloufly raiſes up good out of evil, and who in the 


valley of death creates a light to guide us to ever- 

laſting happineſs. To him be the honour and the 

praiſe due fo his unbounded goodneſs, who has 
A 5 Fracioufly 


and honourable family. 
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graciouſly heard my voice and reſtored me at his 
own fit time, to be partaker of the bleſſings and the 
comforts he has been preparing for me, and who 
never forſakes thoſe that put their truſt in him. 


«© I need not inform you, Sir (addreſſing himſelf 
to Mr. Lloyd) that I am deſcended from an antient 


My age dying whilſt P 
was extremely young, left me, eſſed of very 
little patrimony, to the care of my ach Lord Mean- 
well, with whom I continued to the age of fourteen, 
at which time,, by his intereſt and recommendation, 
I was ſent to the Britiſh” ſettlements in the Eaſt 
Indies as a ſupercargo. 
Upon the credit of my alliance, I was ſoon 
enabled to make a mare reſpeQable figure than the 
generality of. ſuch gentry, and as I had made myſelf 
maſter of the rudiments of commerce, eſpecially 
ſuch as more particularly ſubſiſted betwixt the nati- 
ves of the oriental kingdoms, I ſpeedily realized a. 
conſiderable fortune. 

& Some domeſtic matters requiring my preſence 
in England, the following year I arrived fafe in the 
Downs, where I was cordially received by my uncle 
and divers others of my relations, who congratulat- 
ed me on my proſperous voyage and the ſucceſs 

which had attended my firſt commercial attempt. 
„ Having ſettled the buſineſs which had occaſion- 
ed my return to Europe, I was making every pre- 
paration for a ſecond embarkation, when his lordſhif 


ſending for me one morning to his bed-fide addreſſed 
me nearly in the following terms: 


«© know not what may be your thoughts i in reſ- 

22 to the motive which induces me to ſeek the 

« preſent interview with you; L however truſt that 
« you have every reaſon to reſt ſatisfied of the 
* ſincerity of my friendſhip and of the ſtrict hon- 


our which guides me in my intentwns and good 
66 wiſhes for your welfare, 


6 1 would | 
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6 I would wiſh. to fee you ſettled; and: that in a 
©. manner which may contribute to your ſatisfaQuon 
and future felicity. You know that you are likely. 
* to ſucceed me in my fortunes oui are m nαareſt 
relation and I wiſh for noother heir. Now I ſhould! 
„ be ſorry that all which I have been ſo long ſaving. 
„ up, with unwearied induſtry, ſhould revert: to a 
% man who has no taſte for domeſtia happimeſa. It 
is therefore my defire,. it is my ardent prayer, to 
< ſee you matched with a lady that may ſhare with 
« you in your joys and ſerve to diſpel with her ſmiles 
„the anxieties and pains natural to à life of care. 

% For this purpoſe, and knowing how limited 
* your acquaintance is with: the ſex, L myſelf have 
ce been aſſiduous in your ſepvice :—nor have my 
«© endeavours entirely gone unrewarded. 

With much care and enquiry E have at laſt fixed 
© upon one, who is in every. ſenſe calculated to 
© render you completely happy. Her perſon, though 
4 ſuperior to moſt of 4 ſex, is the meareſt of her 


© accompliſhments : her good ſenſe is unequalled, 
4 and her family and fortune unexceptionable. 


<< You will readily credit my aſſertion ape” 4 
ed his lordſhip). when I name Miſs Jarvis 
I have already founded her father, who is tar 
© having any. averſion to the propoſal ; on the con- 
i trary, he has ſent: you an invitation, deſu ing your 
company at his houſe in Glouceſterſhire, where 
„ you will have every opportunity of ſeeing and 
„ converſing with the young lady. I would'there- 
<« fore recommend it to you, to uſe no delay in ac- 
* cepting of his offer, but inſtantly ta ſet off for the 
reſidence of your miſtreſs, by whom I doubt not 
but your addreſſes will be favourably received.” 
„ thanked his lordſhip: tor his good imentions 
reſpe&ing me, and contcthng a total indifference for 
the lex 1 in general, L however aſlured him of my rea- 


dineſs 
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dineſs to act in the manner he adviſed me, as I well 


knew he was anxious for my welfare and ſolicitous 


only to advance my fortune. 


4 I had never it is true, been overattentive to Miſs 
Jarvis, nor indeed could I, as I had never. ſeen her 
but once, aud then only ſufficient to learn that ſhe 
was more remarkable for her pride than for her other 
accompliſhments, either mental or perſonal. 
As I was aware however of the difficulty I had 
to encounter, ſhould I attempt to oppoſe my uncleꝰs 
opinion and inclination, I prepared myſelf to pay a 
ready obedience to his deſire, and in a fe hours ſet 
out for Glouceſterſhire. 

. The old gentleman gave me a very cordial re- 
ception, and after being ſomewhat refreſhed from the 
fatigue of my journey he introduced me to his daugh- 
ter. I paid my refpeQts to her with that politeneſs due 
unto her ſex, and muſt candidly confeſs that I found 


very little cauſe to alter the opinion I entertained 


of her from my former interview, as her pride and 
haughtineſs were ſufficiently diſplayed to damp every 


idea which her beauty might otherwiſe have created. 
Fully andequally indifferent with reſpect either 


to her virtues or her imperfections my only ſtudy 
was how beſt to fulfil my uncle's intention. It was 
not however long I had to continue in this mind ;— 


in a ſingle moment my reſolution was overthrown, 


and I experienced the uncertainty of human determi- 


nations, when apparently the moſt permanent and 
eſtabliſhed. 


6. A young lady, blooming as Hebe, interrupted 


us by her ſudden entrance. Seeing me preſent, ſhe 


was about to retire, which Mr. Jarvis prevented by 


deſiring her to ſtay, and the more to induce her, he 
mentioned me to her as his particular friend. 

„ Heavens! what were my feelings at the ſight 
of her in an inſtant my former indifference for the 


{ex 


——__ 


+ 
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ſex was transformed almoſt into idolatry. I gazed, I 
trembled,. I was petrified and confounded. — 
© Miſs Jarvis perceived my confuſion and aſked 
me with a kind of miſchievous ſolicitude, what ailed 
me? : | 
l pleaded a ſudden indiſpoſition and availed my- 
ſelf of that opportunity to retire to bed. 
All night long I lay ruminating on the perfec- 
tions of the enchanting creature who had cauſed ſo 
rapid a revolution in my ſentiments. It was in vain 
J attempted to procure to myſelf a momentary relief 
to the ſeverity of my teflections, by the kindly inter- 
ference of ſleep; this was a bleſſing denied me, and 
reſtleſs and uneaſy I lay intranced in thought, count- 
| ing the tedious minutes and wiſhing for the morning. 
* When I reflected on the change a few. hours 
"4 had cauſed in my ideas, I was aſtoniſhed. I inſtantly 
perceived the difficuities I had to overcome ere 1 
could arrive at the attainment of my hopes. The un- 
certainty I laboured under in reſpe& to theconneQt- 
ons and ſituation of her I adored ; the obſtinacy of 
my uncle, and the improbability that Mr. Jr = 
would ever conſent to the preference which I had - 
given another, and which of itſelf conveyed an inſult 
to his daughter's pretenſions, unfavourable to her 
pride and ſubverſive of his intentions; all operated 
contrary to my wiſhes, 5 
The conſideration of theſe matters, — however 
_ replete with obſtructions to my paſſion, did not in 
the leaſt diſcourage me fiom proceeding. I he only | 
advantage I was determined to abide by, was that 
of cunning. I knew how difficult it would be to 
5 keep the ſituation of my heart long a ſecret ſrom the 
penetreating eyes of Miſs Jarvis; and that the 
I mmortification ſhe would thereby endure would be the 
ä means of ſetting her jealouſy at work to undermine 
whatever I might attempt to effect in oppoſition to 
her will. 


— 
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I know not why it was that I became fo un- 
commonly ſuſpicious of that Lady—l knew very lit-. 


_ tle of her, but from report which had rather been 


in her favour. I was however greatly prepoſſeſſed 
againſt her, and every minute more ſo than the 


former. 


* Early in the morning I received a viſit from 


Mr. Jarvis who enquired much after my health and 
how L had reſted. 


* I thanked him for his enquiries, and informed 


him, that although I had enjoyed but an indifferent 


night's repoſe, I was nevertheleſs ready to attend 
bim in aride or a walk, whichever his inclination 
might lead him to make choice of. 

«© Having dieſſed myſelf, at the old gentleman's 
deſire, we took a ride round his extenſive manor, 
The: beauty of the proſpects, the melody of the birds, 
and the healthful ſalubriety of the air fully compen- 
ſated for the reſtleſs hours I had ſpent in bed, and 
1 returned from fo pleaſing and wholeſome exerciſe 
entirely refreſhed and almoſt a new creature. 

% The ladies had not get made their appearance, 


although the morning was confiderably advanced >. 


however in a little time I had the ſatisfaction of 
watneiling their approach. 

Upon this ſecond view of my charmer, I was 
more than ever captivated; I was in truth ſo much 
ſo, that I was unable to ſalute them or otherwiſe 


pay my reſpects, till Mr. Jarvis, who perceived 


my remiſſneſs in this particular, rouſed me from the 
confuſion I was in, by exclaiming:— . Why, 
« Mr. Clayton, don't you perceive the ladies !”? 

© This.exqamation in an inſtant recalled my at- 


_ tention, and I went through the ceremony of ſaluta- 

tion, tho? not without manifeſting a very evident 

embarraſſment, * Was noticed by every 8 
preſent. 
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« During the time of breakfaſt I ſat inſenſibly 
gazing upon the idol of my hopes and incapable of 
returning arational anſwer to the many queſtions 
put to me. An unvoluntary ſigh which eſcaped me, 


ſomewhat ſymphathetically raiſed an inftantaneous 


bluſh upon the cheek of my fair adorable. I per- 
cerved it, and by a natural impulſe bluſhed | in re- 
turn. | 

« My confuſion was ſo great, that I was com- 
pelled to ſeek refuge by availing myſelf of my old 
plea—of being indiſpoſed; which was very readily 
credited by the old gentleman, and whatever were 
the ſentiments of the ladies, they apparently had no. 
ſuſpicion of the real cauſe of my ilIneſs, but attribut- 
ing it to the fatigue of my Journey, adviſed me to- 
go to bed. 

„ was not however much inclined to follow 
their preſcription ;. but making ſome trifling excuſe 
for the melancholy which overſwayed me, I inform- 
ed them it was a complaint to which I was much 
ſubject, and ſuch as time alone could prove a phy- 
ſician to. 

„When the * had retired I aſked Mr. 


Jarvis who the young lady was that had made ſuch 
an impreſſion upon ny heart? 


« He told me her name was Lloyd, and that her 
father in his laſt will had appointed him guardian to 
her. She is agcod girl, ſaid he, and may pro- 


1 bably one day or another meet with an advantage- 
* ous match; her father having left her to my 


66 care, 1 ſhall endeavour to render juſtice to the 
+ truſt repoſed in me and turn her trifling fartune 


© to the beſt account.“ 


« Notwithſtanding the information which this 
diſcourſe preſented me with, I was as much as ever 
at a loſs in what manner to proceed. | 


© If I openly n my averſion to the pro- 
poſed 
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poſed union with Miſs Jarvis, I knew it would be 
the means of drawing upon me the diſpleaſure of her 


father and Lord Meanwell.—If I married Miſs 


Lloyd without their eonſent, I was certain of in- 


curring their reſentment ; ind if I thould avail my- 


ſelf of a paitiality in my favour to ſeduce her from 
the paths of virtue, I ſhould never forgive myſelt— 
reaſon, religion, honour all forbade it |— 

«© Whilſt I was thus buſied in ruminating on the 
moſt prudent method to act, I was all the while 
ignorant of the lady's ſentiments reſpecting me. I 
had reaſon to imagine that ſhe was even unacquaint- 


cd with her conqueſt, and I therefore wiſhed for an 


opportunity of convincing her of the — with 
which I regarded her. 

At was not long before 0 an opportunity 
offered — 

Walking one morning in the garden, I per- 
ceived her in a path not very diſtant from that which 
I had choſen as the ſcene of my meditations, I was 
determined that moment to inform her of the ſtate 


ok my heart; it was a ſudden reſolution, and I pre- 


pared myſell to put it in execution. 
a H A.P. III. 


A Declaration of 1 in the Style of modern Romance. 
An Interruption. A Specimen of fatherly Adviees 
and a Letter to a Superior. 


"C} ROSSING the path which ſeparated us, 


I. overtook her juſt as ſhe was entering a 


temporary pavilion which Mr. Jarvais had ereed 


in the center of the garden,—It was a modern fa- 
bric, and ſuch as gave an air of remance to the 
ſcene we were about to repreſent. 
“Seeing me fo near her, ſhe ſtarted as if ſur- 
prized ; 
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prized; which I perceiving, reſpectfully bowing 
and retiring about three paces, addreſs'd her thus: 


66 
«cc 
cc 
66 
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cc 
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* Be not alarmed, Madam, at this intruſion up- 
on your privacy : I mean not to offend; I wiſh 
not to provoke your diſpleaſure. On the con- 
trary, it is the defire J have to gain your eſteem 
which now induces me to approach you. : 
The preſumption of this addreſs will I fear im- 
preſs you with ideas unfavourable to my wiſhes— 
but, be aſſured, Madam, that I would remain 
dumb for ever rather than be the willing inſtru- 
ment to create your anger. | 
If therefore, Madam, you have no averfion to 
a man who from the firſt moment he ſaw you 
was deemed to adore you; if you think an honeſt 
heart (unexperienced in the wiles and artifices 
too often practiſed by his ſex) not entirely un- 
worthy your acceptance, give him. ſome reaſon 
to convince him that you will favour his hopes, 
and not for ever leave him a prey to the deſpair 
which at preſent ſurrounds him. 
© Indifferent to your whole ſex, I came down 


to this place at the deſire of my uncle to pay my 


addreſſes to Miſs Jarvis. Inſenſible till then to 
female perfection, I was only anxious to fulfil 
the intention of my journey, when you like a 
meteor burſt upon my light, threw my ideas into 
diſorder, and deſtroyed all my determinations in a 
ſingle moment, „„ On 
„This, Madam, is what you have occaſioned, 
and to you only can I look for a remedy for the 
evils you have cauſed. If I am awake, you are 


the perpetual object of my thoughts; and tho' I 


ſleep, you are ever. preſent tomy imagination. 


The anxiety, and the ſolicitude which I am 


eternally ſuffering on your account, claim a ſhare 


at leaſt in your compaſſion. If you cannot, there- 
— « fore, 


20 Tus CHILD or MISFORTUNE. 


«© fore, be prevailed upon to do juſtice to my hopes, 
& by returning in ſome meaſure the affection with 
« which T have hitherto regarded you, yet grant 
4 me your pity.—T ſhall deduce to myſelf confola- 
« tion even in that, To know that you do not 
«© hate me will be ſome ſatisfaction to me, and 
% whatever fate may decree for me hereafter, bat 
5 reflettion will afford a pleafing relief to the ſeve- 
* rity my cares and the extremity of e ” 

* had concluded this pore addreis\to_ her a 
conſiderable while before ſhe had fo far recovered 
from the aſtoniſhment it had thrown her 1 in, as to 
be able to afford me an anſwer, Ho 
Diveſting herſelf, however, at laſt of her fears, 
with a muſical propriety, every ſyllable of which 
18 to my very heart, ſhe replied nearly 2 as 

lows 

„The many favours and civilities I have re- 
« ceived from my guardian and Miſs Jarvis; and 
the character which you have been received in at 
© this houſe, alike forbid my encouraging your ad- 
% dreſſes. The manifeſt injuſtice I ſhould thereby 
% render my friend would deſervedly expoſe me to 
the imputation of ingratitude. I beg, Sir, that you 
will therefore defiſt from farther proſecuting a 


„ ſuit which it would be as impolitic 1 in you to aſk, 


« as it would be baſe in me to grant.” 
. <4 Notwithſtanding I muſt confeſs myſelf fome- 
what diſappointed at meeting with this reply, I was 
nevertheleſs determined not to give her up fo eaſily. 
J had heard much of the punctilios of the ſex; 
and' my love and honour both forbade me to relin- 
quiſn her without once more renewing the attempt — _ 
And is love, Madam, faid I, to be governed 
like groſs earthly paſſtons, which owe an obedi- 
s ence to the ſlow unammated hand of Prudence 
at ' and dull decorm ? Can we reſtrain the nobleſt im- 
6 pulſes 
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* pnlſes of the foul by laying down a ſcale to regu- 
late them by, formed by the plodding heads of 

* needy Philoſophers ? or is it to be ſuppoſed that 
Nature has been thus profuſe in her favours to 
you, without allowing you to receive the adora- 
tion which is ſo much vour due? Unfkilled in 
the wiles of mankind, I only know | love by the 
«© ſenſations your preſence excites. When you are 
«© abſent Lam moſt unhappy, and when I am bleſſ- 
« ed with the fight of you, Jam confuſed and en- 
* chanted. My viſit to this houſe is, Madam, in- 
«© deed truly unfortunate. If I fulfil the motive 
*© which induced me to it | am for ever plunged in 
«© miſery. And if I am not favoured with the hope 
© that you do not entirely diſapprove of my paſſion 
« am equally the victim of deſpair.” 

5 I ſoon perceived by h rirreſolution and the at- 
tention with which ſhe regarded me, that I was not 
quite an object of mdifference to her: I perceived | 
it with joy, and. beven hoped! to profit by this know - 
ledge of her partiality. 

After a moment ſeemingly ſpent in A 
what anſwer to return me, ſhe replied thus : 
4 IJ am, believe me, Sir, exceedingly unhappy 
in thus being forced to witneſs a declaration which 
_ © ſo particularly affects myſelf. Circumſtanced as 
L at preſent am, I am utterly unable to return you 
4 any anſwer agreeable to my wiſhes. Had fortune 
«i * (continued ſhe with a figh) brought you 
<< hither in a different character than that in which 
„you are received by Mr. Jarvis, I ſhould find no 
5 difficulty. in liſtening to your paſſion; nay, what 
© is more, | ſhould even be pleaſed to 'be convinc- 
ed of your affection. However, as matters are, 
* I muſt once more defire, Sir, that you no longer 
4 ſolicit me on a point which it is impoſſible I can 
_ & ever comply with, and which it would be highly 
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** ungenerous and diſhouourable in you farther to 
6 urge.” | : F225; 
«© Juſt as ſhe had finiſhed the laſt ſyllable, Miſs 
Jarvis made her appearance, which hindered me 
from putting in a reply for the preſent. However, 


Il was not a little ſatisfied at hearing from her own 


mouth, that my addreſſes did not upon the whole 
diſpleale her: this afforded me fome conſolation a- 
midſt all my uncafinels, and helped to ſupport me a- 
gainſt the powerful trials I was doomed to under- 
go. | 

© In ſpite of all I could do, my paſſion every day 
gathered new ſtrength ;—1I ſighed and grew melan- 


choly——and perpetually tormenting myſelf with _ 


apprehenſions which my affection naturally excited, 

T exhibited every ſymptom which might lead to a 

diſcovery of the real cauſe of my illneſs. 
* Mr. Jarvis was however intirely ignorant of 


my ſufferings ; and on the contrary, frequently ex- 


preſſed his aſtoniſhment at the little progreſs 1 had 
made in my ſuit to his daughter, which, ſomewhat 
luckily for my honour, he attributed to that lady's 
reſerve, and in conſequence of that perſuaſion expoſ- 
tulated with her on her ſuppoſed delicacy, which he 
aſſured her was equally untimely and unneceſſary, 
and ſuch as expoſed her to the charge of prudery. 
It was with the utmoſt difficulty Miſs Jarvis 
could perſuade him, that 1 had never once opened 
my lips to her on the ſubject of marriage; and that 


ſo far from being urgent in a particular which ſo 


much tended to accompliſh the "6s Jof my viſit, 
I had even been deficient in the lit 
her ſex and ſituation demanded ;. ſcarcely ever at- 


tempting to entertain her without the preſence of a 


third perſon, and then, labouring under ſuch evident 
 embairaſlment and confuſion, that ſhe had every 
reaſon to ſuppoſe that my affections were already 


engaged 


ivilities which 


r 
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engaged, or that I had unaccountably taken a diſlike 
to the match, which in either caſe did not promiſe 
much ſecurity to her happineſs. | 

« The old gentleman ſtrove all he could to baniſh 
(what appeared to him) io unprobahle a notion—he 
reminded her of the readineis with ich I embraced 
the propoſal made me by Lord Meanwell—he con- 
vinced her how much my future intereſt depended 


upon my keeping my promiſe made to his Lordſhip, 


and how advantageous the fortune 1 was to receive 


with her would prove to me who was a commercial 


man,—In ſhort, he left no argument unuſed, which 


afforded a probability of allaying the ſuſpicions my 
behaviour had given birth to. 


* In the mean time, I was conſulting with my- 


ſelf in what manner to put off the intended union. 
Indifferent in regard to future conſequences, I was 


determined no longer to carry on a deception which 


vould prove in the end as unprofitable as diſhonour- 


able. 


{© however judged it expedient, previouſly 
inform my uncle of the objection I had to a — 


at that time, only remembering to be cautious in 
gard to the motive I might aig hin tor adopting 


a a reſolution ſo extraordinary. 


For this-purpoſe I ſent him a letter conceived 
in the following terme: 


« My Lord, 


* Confident of your Lordſhip $ friendſhip and 
«* partiality, I the more readily take the liberty to 
4 addreſs you on a ſubject, which, as it materially 


concerns my futuie happineſs, will, I truſt, meet 
with your Lordſhip's favour and approbation. 


I am at preſent, my Lord, in a moſt critical 


* ſituation— if I proceed, I am for ever miſerable— 


< and if I retreat, I thereby inevitably expoſe my- 


s ſell to your Lordſhip's N and * 


66 Thus 
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„ Thus circumſtanced, I have no hopes of re- 
* dieſs but from your Lordſhip? s goodneſs ;—rely- 
* ing on which, I ſhali, v 464 . further ceremony, 
cc lay me c te betore your 1 Ain, er ng doubt- 
* ing, but it will be deer 5 an ohjeul ctuly de- 
« ſerving ot your coinpaſuon and uncoinmon in- 
„ dulgence. 

In obedience to your deſire, my Lord, I came 


ce to this place with the intention of forming an al- 


© lance with a family, who, ever ſince my arrival 


** amonglt them, have been vigilant in contributing 
& in every meaſure to my pleature and ſatisfaction. 
Fully indifferent to the whole ſex, I beneld 


© Mits Jarvis as the woman deſtined to be my 


* future bride. As a lady ſhe was entitled to my 


+6 reſpect: as the woman who was to be my 
wife ſhe was doubly fo. I am, therefore, happy, 


* my Lord, in having it in my power to ſay that I 


% was no ways deficient in that- reſpect. 
6 Circumſtances, my Lord, will ſometimes ariſe, 
' which in an inſtant may overthrow every previ- 


* ous determination, and he who before was remark- 


& able for his indifference, will be as much diſtin- 
+ guiſhable for his delicacy or averſion. 

Such, my Lord, is the caſe with me—I before 
« aſſured your Lordſhip of my readineſs to obey 


6 you in whatever ſtep you might think neceſſary 


to my advantage,—I once more take the liberty 
C io repeat it to your Lordſhip, that I; am yet equal- 
* ly ready equally willing to ſacrifice my life, nay 
* what is more, my peace and happineſs, to your 
“ Lordſhip's ſatisfaction. 

„This, my Lord, will abſolutely be the con- 


e ſequence, ſhould you perſiſt in your deſire of ſee- 


os ing me united to Miſs Jarvis. It would be im- 
poſſible for me to refuſe your Lordſhip, although 


by ſo doing I ſhould upavoicably incur what 1 
6 have before related. 
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Strange as it may appear to your Lordſhip, 1 
have nothing to object againſt the young lady: 
her appearance, even in my eyes, is reſpectable; 
© her accompliſhments indiſputable; her morals 
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advantages ſhe is a womun with whom I can ne- 
<< ver expect ay real happinets or domeſtic ſatiſ= 
faction. 
© I am aſſured your Loidſnip means to act only 
for my good, the certainty ot which makes me 
*© truſt that your Lodſhip will indulge me ſo far as 
e to permit me to relinquiſh every further attempt 
in the matrimonial way, and to return home 
** with the intention of convincing your Lordſhip 
* how much I am, my Lord, 
„ Your Lordſhip's 

„ Moſt obedient, 
And very humble ſervant, 

1 Jour CLAYTON. 


CHAP. IV. 


cc 


An Epiſtle from a Right Hownrbly An intended 
Union unexpedtedly procraſtinated. A Scene at part- 
ing. A critical Conver ſation, and a Love Letter, 


AVING diſpatched the above epiſtle to his 
Lordſhip, I waited patiertly in expeQation 


of an anſwer, which it was not long before I was fa- 


voured with. 
_ «© FluQuating between the extremes of hope and 


fear, I eagerly broke the ſeal, which prelences me as 
follows: 


6 Sir, 


«© When you ſay, that you believe I am actuated 


s in my intention reſpecting you, by no other motive 
8 chan a regard for you welfare, you form a right 


„conception 


unimpeachable ; yet, my Lord, in ſpite of theſe 


- 
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„ conception of uy behaviour. It was the defire I 
ce poſſeſſed of promoting that welfare, which ipd e- 
© ed me to wiſh to ſe jou united a WILLING u Wo- 
„ man, who, independent of the advantage your 
& fortunes would receive by {o prudent an alliance, 
% would by her engaging manners diſperſe the cares 
© which ſo often invade the tranquillity of the human 
* mind, and {often the pillow which invites ”m to 
cc repoſe. 

* Extraordinary however as your behaviour un- 
% doubtedly is, ſeeing you are unable to form an 
« excuſe for ſo irrational a conduct — far, very far 
& be it from me to wiſh you unhappy. The council 
© I gave you ſprung from my regard for you, a re- 
© pard wich l ſhould be thought no longer anxious 


<* about, ſhould ] be the inſtrument of rendering you 


© miſerable. 
4 If you cannot, therefore, upon a further trial, 


© reconcile yourſelf to an union which Pridence 


_ ©. pleads powerfully in favouriof, you have my leave 


ce to return. I am only ſorry that matters have been 


& carried fo far, as Mr. Jarvis will, I fear, conſider 


< your behaviour as an inſult offered his fnmily.— 


He ĩs a gentleman whoſe good opinion I am am- 
e bitious of maintaining, and I could therefore with 
that ſuch an alliance might yet take place: how- 
60 ever, terminate your intentions how they may, 
% believe me nevertheleſs to be unalterable. 
« Your friend and wellwiſner, 
© MEAN WELL.“ 


« 'The receipt of this kind epiſtle inſtantly deter- 


mined me how to act. I ſought my adorable Fanny, 


to whom I declared my reſolution of reſigning all 
further pretenſions to Miſs Jarvis, whom I found it 
| impoſſible I could ever love, and an abſence from 


whom I only regretted, as it likewiſe deprived me 


of the ſight of her who \ was miſtreſs of my affe &ions. 
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to ſet out on the ſucceeding day. 
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% Before I took my leave, I however prevailed 
upon her to permit me ſometimes to write to her; 
nay ſhe even flattered me fo far as to promiſe to an- 
ſwer my letters. This proof of her goodneſs I was 
unable to thank her ſufficiently for ;—ſhe, however, 
read in my face the ſincerity of my gratitude, and 
my ſenſes grew giddy with joy and ecſtaſy. 
The ſame evening I informed Mr. Jarvis that 
I had received a letter from my uncle deſiring my 
attendance in town, and for which place I intended 


The old gentleman was exceedingly unwilling 


to part with me. He preſſed me to ſtay ſome little 


time longer with him; deſcribed in the moſt roman- 
tic terms the pleaſures I ſhould partake of in the 
country, and how ſuperior his ſituation was to any 


the neighbourhood of the metropolis afforded. 


* Finding however that I was reſolutely bent on 


leaving him, he deſired that I would finiſh the buſi- 


neſs which called me away, as expeditiouſly as poſſi- 
ble, that he might once more have the pleaſure of my 
company, which he had unaccountable taken a par- 


_ ticular liking to — I ſay unaccountably, becauſe 1 had 
beſtowed very little pains to gain his good opinion, 


ſo greatly was my whole attention engroſſed in cons, 


templating the virtues and perfections of his fair ward. 


When the hour was arrived in which I was to 
take a long adieu of all that this world afforded wor- 
thy my beſtowing a thought on, I found my ſpirits 


| had ſo totally forſaken me, that I was entirely un- 
manned, My refolution flagged, and I wiſhed for 


an excuſe to continue longer with the dear object of 
my withes. It was in vain. — Go! muſt I faw the 


_ neceſſity of the taſk which I had impoſed upon my- 


into tears, 


ſelf — I ſaw it with pain, and I inſenſibly diffolved 


Mr. Jarvis very en imputed this emotion 


Vor. II. to 
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to the exceſs of my grief at being obliged fo ſuddenly 
to part with his daughter. I did not attempt to un- 
deceive ham, and the good old gentleman was fo 
tranſported with this fancied mark of my affection, 
that he with difficulty refrained from accom 
me in fo humid a teſtimony of my ſorrows. 
The moſt trying part I had yet to ena, — 
namely, that of taking leave of my Fanny. | 
The carnage which was to convey me to Lon- 
don was already at the door, and I had but a minute 


do ſpare, and in that minute I bad a thouſand things 


20 fay to her. 
She was in her ent, where, with the 
leave of her guardian, T repaired to bid her farewell. 


„The fiiſt thing which I obſerved upon my ap- 


proaching her, was her lovely eyes ſhining through 
2 copious diſplay of tears, and her fair boſom almoſt 
ready to burſt with contending paſſion. 
No ſooner did ſhe caſt her eyes upon me than 
ſhe bluſhed, ** grace divine and love ine fable. The 
confuſion ſhe was in, gave her athouſand "ditional 
charms which I had never before diſcovered in her. 
I 2 on + gf enraptured, and tor a moment forgot 
all my 
5 * Ad ay my Fanny, ſaid I, bediene vonch- 
© ſafe to think of a man, who is for ever doomed to 
* adore her? whoſe love is of that pure and ſpotleſs 


* kind, that it infinitely tranſcends the groſs ſenſual 
«« paſſions which in general actuate the minds of the 


„ vulgar? will the permit him to hope that he may 


one day or other profit by his paſhon, and that 


© the conſtancy and affection which he ts determin- 


0 ed to manifeſt, will not altogether paſs unrewar- 


« Be comented, Sir,” replied ſhe, with the know- 
& ledge that you are not indifferent to me. Neither 


« prudence, nor delicacy will at preſent permit me to 
© jay more. Farewell, Sir, —— wherever fate 
. | a may 
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% may aſſign you a reſidence, may you be happy l 
Adieu, moſt adofable of women !—eyer pre- 
* ſent to my imagination,“ ſaid I, — © I will not 
1 44 loſe your idea—tbat ſhall tend to comfort me in 
| * every ſituation and ſcene of life.— Adieu, Madam 
f Adieu!“ : 
© 'The violence of my feelings cauſed my tears 
to flow afreſh,—it was a weakneſs however which 
I was no ways aſhamed of—it was a mark of huma- 
nity, and I gloried m the ſignature. „ 
“In a few ronutes I quitted the houſe which 
contained my treaſure, and late the ſame evening 1 
arrived in London. | 
* Lord Meanwell, ſorry as he was at my aver- 
ſion to a match upon which he had ſo much ſet his 
heart, was nevertheleſs glad to find me in good health. 
He particularly enquired what were the matives which 
induced me to act ſo contrary to his deſire, and whe- 
ther the ſudden change in my ſentiments was occa- 
ſioned by any impreſſion I had received from another? 
* Whatever, my Lord, may be my weakneſs, 
&* faid I, of this be aſſured, that I will never marry 
any woman without your Lordſhip's previous con- 
6 currence and approbation. — This is a deference 
* particularly due unto your Lordſhip's rank and 
elevated ſtation, and to the friendſhip and gene- 
roſuy which I have ever experienced from your 
„ unalterable goodgeſs.” 8 5 
£6 I wiſh not, replied his Lordihip, to penetrate 
into matters which may probably be as improper 
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© for me to aſk a ſolution of, as dilagreeable in you 
do reveal; I only recommend it to you to behaye 
„ with prudence and never to ſuffer yourſelf to be 
= 66 


led: way by a fooliſh paſſion, fo as to ad in oppo- 
T fſitjowu to your own enlarged underſtanding and na- 
| „ tural good ſenſe. Seeing, therefore, that you are 
| 5 ſo much averſe to an union with Miſs Jarvis, I 
will myſelf to-morrow write to her father and 
n eim 


66 


% 
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© form an excuſe for a circumſtance, which Iam 
< ſorry to ſay, I almoſt conſider as inexcuſable 
** however, as I would not wiſh to ſee you unhap- 
„ py, I ſhall give over all further expoſtulation 
and content myſelf with the voluntary promiſe you 
have given me, which I expect you firmly a- 
4 bide by.” 

Having thus ſatisfied his Lordſhip of my obe- 
dierce, and of the opinion which I entertained of 
the obligations I lay under to him, I retired to bed. 
Inſtead of fleeping my imaginatimu was employed in 
ruminating on the ſituation of my hopes. I knew 
my uncle would never give his conſent for my mar- 
rying Miſs Lloyd, as, in ſpite of his many good 
qualities, he was immoderately fond of that pernici- * 
ous evit—GoLD ; and TI had fooliſhly debarred my- 
ſelf from the advantage of a private union by the 
voluntary promiſe I had made him of never enter- 
ing into a connection of that fort without firſt ob- 
taining his conſent. This was the Charybdis on 
which all the fond expeCtations my fancy had given 
birth to were doomed to deſtruction, and this was 
the rock which was replete with ſo many dangers to 
my hopes and happineſs. 

Jo live without Fanny 1 knew would be im- 
poſſible. A clandeſtine marriage, neither a regard 
tor her delicacy nor my own promiſe would permit a 
thought of, and to avail myſelf of diſhonourable 
means ſhuddered at the idea! 

«© In this dilemma what could I do ped could 
not think of reſigning her; ſhe was already but too 
much in poſſeſſion of my heart. Her dear image 
was perpetually the object of my devotions, and her 
abſence ae 1 know, ſerve more than ever to 
impreſs me with an opinion of her worth and the 


excellencies of her perſon and underſtanding. 
8 Exhauſted 
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& Exhauſted with reflections like theſe, it was 
with the greateſt difficulty I could compoſe myſelf 
Fo the morning, his Lordſhip diſpatched a 

ſpecial meſſenger to Mr. Jarvis with a letter, aſ- 
ſigning ſome domeſtic reaſons why the intended trea- 


ty of marriage with his daughter would then be in- 
convenient, and at the ſame time apologize for the 


trouble we had given him. 
% Overjoyed with the circumſtance which ſo 
much favoured my paſſion, I eagerly embraced the 


opportunity to write to my charmer, and to pteſent 


her with a repetition of what ſhe had already been 
the witneſs of —I mean, my love and my invariable 
affection- | 
©& The letter was as follows: 
% Madam, Lf | 
„Will you permit me to keep you in remem- - 


_ ©© brance of a paſſion which you yourſelf have given 


* birth to? A paſſion which I can only expect to 


© profit from by a recollection of yeur tenderneſs and 

«© goodneſs? Will you ſuſſer me to addreſs you as 
the oracle of my hopes and the miſtreſs of my af- 

“ fections? And will you not be angry at a freedom 
which I am induced te take only in contideration 


© of your many amiable qualities? 555 
* Believe me, mydear Fanny, without you I am 


«- miſerable, in vain I look around for you. — You 
are no longer the object to arreſt my ſight, — no 


longer the bewitching creature whoſe preſence 
* diſperſed the cares of mortality and ſoothed the 


©. ſorrows of a troubled mind. | 


«© Reſtleſs, forlorn, and uneaſy, I am almoſt 


diſtracted with the proſpect which lies before me. 


„On either hand I perceive nothing but dangers 


„and difficulties, Deprived of the ſweet conſola- 


tion your preſence afforded me; deprived of every 
5 ſatisfaQtion which I once enjoyed in your compa- 
* ny, J am reduced to a ſituation truly pitiable. 
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* In vain I wiſh to be once more bleſſed with 


the ſound of your voice—l liſten I —and my ear 
is matched with the * bowlings of the midnight 
«© ſtorm P—In vain I ſigh for the pleaſure of yout 


| appearance.— I gaze and lo! I behold nothing 


but deformity ! 
„ My hours too, paſs awF heavily, no longer 


** winged with the tranſporting ideas which yout 


company fo conſtantly excited, — no longer ren- 
*© dered pleaſant by the charms of your converſation 
and the graces of your behaviour. 

If then, my adorable Fanny, you cannot ap- 


prove of a paſſion which 8 founded on an eſteem 


for your virtues —if you cannot reſolve to return 
an affection which merits your regard—at leaſt 
e beſtow your pity on a man who adores you, and 


* the ſtudy of whoſe whole liſe ſhall be devoted to 


4 the purpoſe of cenvinting you with what ſincerity 
© heis 1 8 0 
„ Lour admirer, and 

very humble ſervant, 


© my efatmet expreſſive of the ſentiments the wy 
C entertain in behalf of one Who loves her, it would 
indeed be conſidered as a provf of her goodneſs.” 


„ The above epiſtle 1 gave the ſervant with a 
ſtrict charge to take un opportunity of delivering it 


privately into her own hands. This he promifed me 
to perform, and preſently afterwards proceeded on 
his journey into Glouceſteeſhire,”? | pes 


CHAP. 


3 Joux Claren“ 
P. F. „ Should I be favoured with a line from 


. — —— 2 


* 
WY Cee ons, 


er returned, 
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CHAP. V. 


An Anſwer to the Leiter contained in the laſt Chapter. 


A trying Circumſtance. A fecond Epiſtle ratber long, 
accompanied with a ſbort Reply. Another Journey 
into Glouceſterſhire. An affecting Interview, and a 
repeated Declaration. 


RO M the time the ſervant ſet out till his re-. 
turn, I was perplexing myſelf with thinking 
what reception my letter would meet with from her 
whom it was my wiſh to pleaſe above ail others, 
and in what manner he would be able to preſent her 
with it. She had, it is true, given me leave to write 
to her ; ſhe had even promited tofavour me with an 
anſwer, — but then, in the joy 1 felt for fo dif- 
tinguiſhed a favour, I had never conſulted with her 


in what manner to direct my letters ; this made me 
_ apprehenſive that the meſſenger might not find an 
opportunity of conveying it in the manner I wiſhed, 


the fear of which exceedingly alarmed me. 
«© Beſides, the very ſhort interval that had elapſed 


ſince I hadquitted her, would give her the leſs rea- 
| fon to expect a line from me fo ſoon, in conſequence 
of which, ſhe would not fo readily be in the way to 


receive the freſh token of my affections, which I in- 
tended for her acceptance, and which I was greatly 


fearful would not eaſily reach her hand. 


„ Theſe apprehenſions were exceedingly natural 
to a perſon in my circumſtances. Impreſſed with a 
paſſion, in the purſuit of which I had a thouſand 
difficulties to encounter, I created dangers where an 
unintereſted ſpeQator would have perceived none, 
_ I formed obſtacles which had no foundation in 
Three days after his leaving town the meſſen- 


B 4 % After 


leſs virtues. 
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After having given his Lordſhip an account of 
his executing the commiſſion with which he hai 
been honoured, agreeable to his Lordſhip's com- 
mands, he informed me that he had alſo delivered 
my letter as I wiſhed into the lady's own hands, 
who had deſired him to preſent me with a few lines 
in return. 8 

«© With the greateſt eagerneſs I ſeized the wel- 
come preſent, and devoutly kiſſing it, I haſtily broke 
open the ſeal that ſecured the precious treaſure which 
I was ſo anxious to poſſeſs myſelf of, and which to 
my great joy I found to be as follows : 

SIN, e | 

*© 'The freſh inſtance you have given me of your 
6 regard and the ſincerity of your affection, calls for 
* my thanks. Proofs like the!e can never come un- 


„ timely or unacceptable to me. Be aſſured that [ 
„ 


very much lament the cauſe of your abſence, and 
« jf the information can afford you any ſatis faction, 
J will acknowledge, that I almoſt wiſh to ſee you 
«© once more ainongſt us, LD 
If, after you have ſettled the buſineſs which at 


- 


“ preſent detains you in town, you can make it con- 
«5c. yenient to pay a viſit once more to your old friends 

„ in Glouceſterſhire, by no one of them all will you 
4 be more cordially received than by 


| «© FRANCES LLoyp.” 

C On the peruſal of this ſhort epiſtle, I was more 
than ever enzmoured ;—the. kind invitation it con- 
taincd ; the ingenuous manner in which ſhe expreſſed 
her regard, and the generous freedom with which 


ſhe concluded; all, rivetted anew the fetters ſhe had 
before bound me with, and made me ſtill more her 


flave, ſtill more the voluntary captive of her match- 


&« [t was evident from the manner of her writing 
that Mr. Jarvis had made a ſecret of the contents of 
his Lordſhip's letter, or ſne would not have been ſo 
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ready in giving me an invitation which I could not 
with any regard to propriety accept. 
3 | Sug can ng, his reply to his Lordſhip, - 
lamented greatly the cauſe which deprived him of the 
honour of an alliance whichſo much flattered his am- 
bition. He however was urgent in his deſire, that 
ſhould repeat ray viſit to him, as whatever my ſenti- 
ments mihgt be in reſpe& to the propoſed union with 
| his daugher, heevertheleſs confeſſed himſelf particu- 

larly fondof my company, and in conſequence there- 
of, wiſhed me to return into the- country as ſoon as 
ever I could make it convenient to myſelf 

In oppoſition to this invitation, my uncle, per- 
ceiving with what reluQtance I liſtened to his matri- 
monial advice, counſelled me to prepare for a {econd- 
voyage to India. re . 

Unable to determine in- what Manner to pro- 
cäeed, as well knowing how impoſſible it would be 
to prevail upon his Lordſhip to deſiſt from his re- 
ſolution of obliging me to leave Europe, ſeeing I had 
no excuſe now to make which could poſſibly be of 
any ſervice to me; I found myſelf under the diſ- 
agreeable neceſſity of writing to my Fanny, and in- 
forming her of the whole affair, and how probable 
it appeared that I ſhould be obliged to quit England 
without ſeeing her. 1 TT 
The epiſtle I ſent her for this purpoſe was as 
follows: 3 
„My ever adorable Fanny! „„ 

& Worn out with misfortunes, exhauſted with ' 

grief, and preyed on by diſappointment, ſhall 1 
pour out my afflictions before her whoſe boſom is 
the ſeat of humanity and compaſſion? ſhall I 
ſolicit a portion of that humanity, and a portion of 
that compaſſion in behalf of a man ho is doomed - 
to feel the keeneſt pains which can torture the 
human heart? may I expe& to find an exertion 
of your pity and benevolence when you ſhall have 
N * „heard 
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4 alone, I leſt 
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*© heard of the feverity of my fate, and how little 


«6. deſerve the puniſhment I meet with, and which 


« it is immpoſſibleto avert ? but whither am I run- 


ning !- know your goodneſs of heart; I know 
<< the extent of your compaſſion, and I am aſſured 
vou muſt, will do juſtice to my ſufferings. 


* To avoid a match difagreeable to my inclina- 


1 done, us it would have been the inſtrument of 


66. 


ing me forever from her I loved ; to pre- 
<< ſerve inviolate theſe affeQtions—and that hand 
«© —and that heart which I had devoted to you 
my Fanny; Ek yi: © T alias 
& fondly * a time; — but alas | fo fickle 
« and uncertain is the lot of mortals -I now fear 
L have left you for ever | 


855 bene with my paſſion and incapable of 


* forming a judgement of the extent of my feelings, 


c my uncle has comtnanded me to prepare for my re- 
& turn to India. It is a long and a dangerous voyage, 
* my Fanny —and the more fo, as I ſhall thereby be 

15 * to hear from her whom I adore above the 


© world. It is a voyage which my inclinations take 


« no part in; it is a voyage which 1 dread to re- 


_« flect on. 


44 But alas! it is in vain that I e doom 
66. is irrevocably fixed, and every fuccceding hour on- 


ly ſerves to confirm it. 


4: Could I be aſſured that my Fanny would ſome- 


c times think of a man, who is determined to che- 
4 riſh her image as the deareſt treaſure of his ſoul; 


«. could I flatter myſelf, that when the ſtorm howls 
& and tempeſt roars, ſhe would prefer a prayer for 

© the ſafety and preſervation of him, who values 
ber next his God; the aſſurance would foften the 


all the dangers to which he may be expoſed. 
% Adieu, moſt amiable of Ke Ba receive this as 


the laſt token of * affection.— I know not how 


, ** ſoon. 


of his fate, and ferve to comfort him amidſt | 
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© ſoon I may be obliged to embark, otherwiſe I 
© would contrive y to take a farewell of you, 
© which, however, melancholy the occaſion, would 
t adminiſter the moſt pleaſing ſatisfaQion to the 
* unfortunate 


66% Joh CLAYTON.” 
© This letter I to the care of a faithful 
ſervant, whom I inſtructed how to behave, and who 
I knew would conform himſelf in every reſpeQ to the 
rules I had laid down for his obſervance. 5 
By means of the artful addreſs with which 
executed his commiſſion, I was ſoon favoured with 
the following anſwer , V 
e |: © 
© 'The intelligence you have conveyed to me ex- 
_ © ceedingly diſtreſles me, and furniſhes me with ſen- 
« (ations of grief little inferiour to your own. Nor 
© has that grief received any mitigation from the 
% apprebenſions of your not having it in your power 
to pay us a viſit before you go. I wiſh, ſincerely 
* with, that the acknowledgement of my eſteem may 
de the means of producing you any fatisfaQtion. 
Of my good wiſhes, and conſtant prayer for your 
welfare, you may ever reſt aſſured. Wherever 
you go, or whatever buſineſs you tranſact, I moſt 
« heartily wiſh you ſucceſs in, and that you may 
5 ſpeedily return again to your native land, happy in 
your fortunes, and (if that may contribute to your 
„ happineſs) happy in the friendſhip of 
TE, _ «© FRancis LLOYD.“ 
The meflenger informed me, that the deliver- 
ed him the above wich tears in her eyes, befeeching 
him to preſent it me with her beſt wiſhes. > 
This proof of her regard determined me to go 
down into Glouceſterſhire, and repeat my viſit to 
8 whatever might be the conſequences reſulting 
from itt. : DE 
Without imparting my intention to my uncle, 
| 8 2 Bs de 
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1, in conſequence of this determination, immediately 
ſet off for the ſpot which contained the miſtreſs of 
my heart, and which I reached the ſame evening. 

6 The nearer E approached her the more violent- 

ly was I agitated. My boſom throbbed with tumul- 
tuous pleaſure at the re-appearance of a ſingle hill or 
meadow which ſerved to remind me how much near 

er I advanced to the idol of my hopes. . 

«© Perceiving a farm houſe at a ſmall diſtance from 

thence, I entered it, and, by the aſſiſtance of a piece | 
of gold, ſoon procured a perſon to convey a line from | 
me to Fanny, whereby ſhe might gain information 
of my arrival, and contrive to give me the meeting, | 

as I had many objeQions againſt making my appea- b 

rance at Jarvis houſe. 

The note I ſent to her was briefly thus: 

«© Madam, | SE 

« Tf you have any compaſſion remaning for a man 
* whoſe misfortunes have nearly reduced him to deſ- 
pair, you will inſtantly favour me with your com- 

„ pany — the bearer will give you every neceflary 
* information, and conduct you to the ſight of 

„ Youradmirer. . 

«© Jonn CLayToN,” 
| In about half an hour he returned with the 
| following note: 
| 46 IR, . ; 5 | : | 
| * My guardian and Miſs Jarvis will be gone this 


1 1 0 at 5 


| © afternoon on a viſit to a gentleman in the neigh- 
4 bourhood—I was to have been of their party, but 


= « will take the opportunity of pleading an indifpo- 
| « ſition, which will exempt me from an attendance 
| © which cannot fail of proving. diſagreeable, as it 
| « would be the means of depriving me of the hap- 


4c pineſs of your company —and you, of being con- 
' :-08 Lone of the regard and good wiſhes of 
5 es « Frances LLOYD.“ 
% Agreeable to the hopes with. which ſhe had 
Be ay | Ce flattered 


TI 
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flattered me, and about the time which ſhe had 
taught me to expect her, | beheld her approach. 

* Good he:. ns! what were the emotions of m 
ſoul at the fight of her I was confounded mil | 
my tranſports, and ſpite of every previous preparati- 


on, for a while I was incapable of addreſſing her. 


«© The violence of my feelings being however 
fomewhat ſubfided, I reſpectfully ſaluted her, whilſt 
the tears ſtood mutually quivering in our eyes, and 


rendered us unable to expreſs the joy we experiene- 


ed at a meeting we ſo much de ſired. 
Ah, Madam !”” ſaid I, the moment my agita- 


tion of mind would permit me to ſpeak—* and is it 


thus we meet? glad as I am of an opportunity 
*© which hlefſes me with the ſight of her whom I 
+ eſteem above all others; yet, how am I diſtreſſed 
«© hen J reflect on the motive which induces me to 
this viſit namely to bid you a long adieu! Gra- 
* cious God ! what crime have I unknowingly been 


_ © guilty of that ſhould merit ſo ſevere a puniſnment? 


* what have I even attemptec, the enormity of 
* which ſhould fo ſtubborrly ſtand betwixt me and 
«© mercy? am I ever thus to be cut off from hope 
* and happineſs without a poſſibility of diſcovering 
* an end to my tcrments ???— 

« Grieve not, Sir, I beſeech you,” replied ſhe 
interrupting. me; * we are all ſubject to diſappoint-. 
© ment and misfortune. L too am partaker with you 


« in your ſuff-rings. Be aſſured that the wind which 


*- wings you form your native land will difperſe | 
every joy, every pleaſure your Fanny might other- 


_ #6: wiſe poſſeſs.” 


66 And will you then, Madam,” faid I, © ſuffer 


„ me to leave you without firſt giving me ſome 
* teſtimony of your eſteem and u genetoſity. Bent 


« down b neath the load of my cares and the appre- 
henſion of loſing you, I dare — _ my 
„ wiſhes: 
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* wiſhes : they are ſuch however as will do no vio- 


© lence to your delicacy; they are ſuch as cannot 
* offend the chaſteſt ear: and fuch as you might 


„ liſten to without diſapprobation, or the frown of 


« diſpleaſure. | 
From the firſt moment I ſaw you, I loved you 


—“ — loved you. A ſtranger to every dif. 
ane. com my heart only ſighed for 


& honourab 


you on the principles of virtue, I wiſhed to make 
„ you mine by thole ties, thoſe legal obligations 
& which human wiidom has invented for the bet- 
«© ter obſervance of the divine command. But 
alas I am ſo circumſtanced, that the very means 
% which would extend relief and ſatisfaction to a- 
* nother, only ſerve to afford ME dangers and per- 
« plexities. 
5 Dependent upon Lord Meanwell, I dare not 
© enter into ſo folemn an engagement without 
„ his approbation. I have even, my Fanny, pro- 
„ ceeded ſo far as voluntarily to have given him a. 
„ promile of this kind. In vain my love and my 
C“ affections plead againſt this fingle obſtacle 
My bonour is concerned, and Iam of force con- 
« ſtrained to yield to its dictates.“ 5 
ge honour then your guide, Sir,” ſaid "BY 


« jt is a virtue which is the foundation of all others. 
Love may alter; affections and paſhons may 
% change, but honour ſhould for ever reign with 


6 undiminiſhed force the tutor, guide, and regula- 
«© tor of our actions.” 


But does my Fanny conſider, replied I, 


« what pangs a long and unlimited abſence will in- 
„ fli& on him who truly loves? does ſhe entertain 
* a right conception of the fears and apprehenſions 
4 inſepgraþly connected with a paſſion like mine? 


& and is ſhe acquainted with the torments which 
«© muſt perpetually invade the breaſt of him who is 
6 ſeyered from the object of. his wiſhes ?!—— 


Even 
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Even at this inſtant, whilſt I am happy in a 
* contemplation of thy beauties; whilſt L gaze on 
*© thee with a delicacy of tranſport unknown to mere 
*« ſenſualiſts; whilſt yet my ear is bleſſed with the 
% heavenly muſic of thy voice, and my every ſenſe 
4 Partakes of the ecſtacy thy preſence inſpires ; even 
_ © at this inſtant, my Fanny, am I miſerable | Re- 
« fleQtion, like a poiſonous adder, prepares its ve- 
„nom to annoy the pleaſures which the preſent 
«© moment imparts : whilſt T am taught more than 
ever to comprehend the value of thy perfections, 
2“ to mock my hopes—it ſhews the uncertainty 
of my enjoyments; it teaches me, that in the 
5 {ſmalleſt interval of time I may be for ever de- 
* barred of all my foul holds dear on earth: it re- 
© preſents to me the horrors of parting, and the in- 
*c: finity of the loſs I ſhilll thereby ſuſtain ; and it 
«©. dreadfully imbitters thE fountain of every joy 
* which. my imagination once fondly pictured as 
„ my own... „„ | 
* Every moment 1 am more and more confirm- 
ed in my deſpair. Time uncommonly rapid in 
© its motion, hurries on with a violence which 
«6 ſcarce leaves room for hope, and whilſt yet I have 
© a thouſand tender things to impart, the fatal pe- 
' riod arrives which ſnatches thee from me—per- 
* haps, for . .. . 1 5 
© 'The agitation of mind lendured at this re- 
fleQion rendered me incapable of preceeding. She 
read my troubles ;. ſhe read them with pain, and mu- 
tvally deploring our common musfortune, we devot- 
ed a flood of tears to the memory of our ſufferings, 


and concluded with a vow of eternal conſtancy, and 
to live only in expectation of the time when fate 

. ſhould fo far indulge our hopes as to enable us by 4 
legal union to put it out of the power of chance to 


* 


interrupt our happineſs. 
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It was now almoſt time to think of parting— 


this was a trying circumſtance it was what we 


could neither of us bear to think of, and yet it was 
a ſcene which could not be diſpenſed with. 

«© By her perſuaſion I was, however, at length pre- 
vailed upon to deter my return to town till the ſucceed- 
ing day, and in the mean time to content myſelf with 
the indifferent accommodations which the farm houſe 
afforded. This I very readily agreed to, and the 
more willingly as ſhe promiſed to renew her viſit to 


me early in the morning, a favour which I thank- 


fully received, as a proof of her regard and of the 
ſincerity with which the eſtimated my affections. 


In a few minutes after having given me the 


above aſſurance, ſhe took her leave, and I, greatly 
| fatigued with my journey and the conflict of mind 
which I experienced, retired to bed,” ? 


CHAP, VL - 
Honour inferior to Aﬀettion. A Propoſal of Marriage. 
The Runaway. A ſpeedy Union. A proof of di,. 


e Low and a long n. 


HAD now time for an exertion of thought. 


The ſituation in which I had involved my- 
felf, by means ot the voluntary promiſe I had made 
Lord Meanwell, afforded conſiderable matter for 


reflection. On one hand, my word, my honour 


ſtood engaged: on the other, my love and my af- 


fections pleaded with the moſt powerful energy. [ 
' wiſhed to obey the latter, and at the ſame time was 


fearful of a violation of the former. 


„And ſhall a word, a promiſe, which is itſelf E 
.$6--but air, faid I, oppoſe the united powers of 


. love and happinefs ? ſhall a ſingle expreſſion 
16 given in the * moment of thoughtleſs in- 
* difference 


—— 
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difference overturn the foundation of earthly * 
felicity ?—The ſacrifice is too much |—Unphilo- 
ſophical and highly abſurd in itſelf, a promiſe, if 
lightly made, and if created in oppoſition to reaſon, 
ſhould never bias the independent mind. The af- 
fections of the ſoul, ſuperior to the romantic obli- 
gations of imaginary honour, are to be conſulted 


before every thing, as on them depend our do- 
meſtic peace and inward ſatis faction; on them we 


reſt our hopes of earthly happineſs ; without the 
the indulgence of which, we are miſerable even. 
amidſt the greateſt profuſion of riches, and the 
fulleſt enjoyment of tranſitory pleaſures, 

*© Beſides, the promite I made was voluntary 
and unſolicited ; as fuch, I have an undeniable 
right to revoke it, and the more ſo, as it owes its 
very exiſtence to error and an ignorance of the 
human heart. Do 

« At that time too, I was unacquainted how: 


very eſſentially my happineſs depended on the 
ſucceſs of my hopes. Greatly as 1 loved, I foo- 


liſnly ſuppoſed that a trifling abſence would have 
adminiſtered a remedy to the violence of my paſ- 


ſion, and have ſoothed the troubles with which 


my imagination was ſurrounded. But now,” 


e continued I, convinced of my error, it would- 


be an abſurdity to Reaſon, and a criminality to 
myſelf, ſhould I any longer confider myſelf as 


bound to abide by, what experience ſhews to be 


at once ridiculous and unjuſt.” 
In this manner did I argue with myſelf, and 


the concluſion determined me in the reſolution of 


ſecuring to myſelf her hand and her affections by a 
private marriage, and then to truſt to chance en- 
tirely for the reſt. - S 


* Early inthe morning I aroſe, and, agreeable to, 


her aſſurance on the preceding evening, I once more. 


had the pleaſure of my Fanny's appearance. 


After. 
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After the firſt ſalutation, I informed her of my 


thoughts in reſpect to the promiſe I had given Lord 
Meanwell, and how impoſſible it would be for me 
to live without her. — 1 expatiated on the folly of 
facrificing our happineſs to the affectation of a vir- 
tue which was of itſelf contrary to Reaſon, and I 
eagerly prayed her to liſten to my propoſal of a pri- 


vate union, as the only means of ſecuring to us a- 


gainſt the accidents of Fortune. 
* She was at firſt greatly ſurpriz d at ſo ſudden a 


change in my manner of thinking, ard appeared as 


if doubtful of the ſincerity of my offer, nor was it 
without much difficulty that I could-perſuade her I 
was really in earneſt, 


„ Aſtoniſhed at ſo unexpected a propoſal, ſhe 


| knew not how to anſwer me: ſhe was unwilling 
entirely to refuſe, yet wanted courage to acquieſce. 


** The variety of paſſions which flaſhed in her 


cheek, gave me no incompetent idea of what ſhe 
_ ſuffered. 


. What anſwer can ! return,” ſaid ſhe, © to fo 
extraordinary a mark of your regard ?—or rather, 


© ought I to hear it, ſeeing it is repugnant to thoſe 
very principles which but yeſterday ſo greatly im- 
I preſſed you, and which you ſeemed determined 


* to abide by as the rule of your conduct and the 
guide of your ations??? 

Ah! mention no more, Madam,” replied I, 

« a circumſtance which ſo much diſtreſſes me. — 


Heaven is my witneſs that I would gladly keep 
* my promiſe with Lord Meanwell, was it not in 
«© oppoſition to my happineſs : but by obeying his 


* Lordſhip I ſhould plunge myſelf into miſery, as 


«© without you I am for ever wretched.” 


« By the manner in which ſhe addreſſed me, I 


immediately perceived that I ſhould have no very | 


difficult taſk to induce her to favour my n, 
| an 
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and to perſuade her to a conformity with my ſenti- 
ments; truſting to which, I perſevered in re 
ing her to liften to my fuit, which with a reluc- 
tance that did the greateſt credit to her delicacy and 
| ſenſibility, ſhe at laſt complied with. | 
„ As it was impoſſible to execute a ſcheme of 
this ſort in the country where ſhe was ſo well known, 
ſhe readily agreed to accotnpany me to London, 
and the fame night was fixed on for that purpoſe, 
againſt which time I promiſed to procure every 
convenience neceſſary for effecting her eſcape, and 
ſecuring her from the vigilance of her guardian. 
„ To avoid any ſuſpicion of her intentions, ſhe 
thcught it moſt prudent to leave me for the preſent 
and return to Jarvis Houle, aſſuring me however of 
her dermination to ſee me again in the cool of the 
evening. „%%% 
* The opinion ſhe had formed of my honour 
and generoſity more than ever endeared her to me. 
1 was tranſported with ſo happy an iſſue to my trou- 
bles, and unmindful of the conſequences of my un- 
cle's diſpleaſure, ſhould he unfortunately come to the 
knowledge of my proceedings, I prepared myſelf 
only for an uninterrupted ſucceſſion of pleaſures on 
which imagination might furfeit and reaſon grow 
diſtracted. VF 
« As I was fearful that the Jarvis family might 
by ſome accident get intelligence of my ſituation, I 
kept myſelf cloſely concealed, diſpatching only a ſer- 
vant, whom I had habited in a manner which might 
give no cauſe for miſtruſt, to provide every thing in 
_ readineſs againſt the appointed hour which was to 
bleſs me with the protection of her I loved, and 
which was to put me in poſſeſſion of a treaſure which 
I valued above the world, 
Every thing being in teadineſs by the care and 
management of this faithful domeſtic, about » 2 
| 8 deore 


=. 
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before ſun-ſet I had the happineſs to behold my 


Charmer once more approach, — 
* It was a cool, clear evening; the beautiful ſe- 


renity of the ſky and the gentle tannings of the weſ- 


tern breeze, to a mind turned to ſuperſtition, would 
have appeared as prophetic of our future felicity. Not 


a cloud deformed the azure boſom of the horizon, 


nor one rude blaſt angrily threatened to diſturb the 
tranquilliy of the peaceful waters, but ſunk into a 
perfect calm, nature ſeemed to have diſrobed itſelf of 
all its terrors, the better to diſplay the glories and 


the perſections of meridian excellence. 


«+ Notwithſtanding the matchleſs beauty of the 


ſcene, I perceived that my Fanny was greatly affected 


with the thoughts of parting with the companions of 


her youth, and the ſpot endeared to her by a remem- 


brarce of the paſtimes of childhood. —I ſaw the tear 


| ſwelling to her lovely eye, whilſt I was thanking her 


for the attention which ſhe manifeſted to her pro- 
miſe: I ſaw it with pain, and I gently kiſſed it 
away, as the precious token of humanity and gener- 
ous ſenſſbility. | 

© Dependent on your love, dependent upon your 


© affection, Sir,“ ſaid ſhe, © behold I am here ready 


to give you the moſt convincing proof of the opi- 
nion I entertain of your honour and candour :— 
let not my readinefs to oblige be however un- 
Charitably conſtrued into a forwardneſs imprudent 
and unjuſtifiable; neither let a dimunition of your 


regard be the reſult of a credulity perhaps 1 


5 ee = „ 
„Never | never !”” replied I,“ thou generous 
creature, ſhalt thou have reaſon to-lament the 
confidence with which thou haſt favoured me 


„anxious for thy happineſs, my whole life ſhall 


& alone be devoted to the purpole of convincing thee 


. of the purity and ſincerity of my affection, and of 


©« the 
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« the reality of that paſſion which owes its ſource 
&« to thy * and perfections.“— Es 
« Nothing now remaining to impede our journey, 
I aſſiſted her into the carriage which was in readi- 
neſs for our reception, ard ſcating myſelf down b 
her, with a joyful heart, I conducted her with all 
the expedition poſſible to London. | 
% Unwilling to give her any occaſion for upbraid- 
ing me with delaying what I had been fo urgent to 
procure her conſent to,—the very morning of our 
arrival in the metropolis we were privately married. 
I had provided myſelf with an apartment, in 
every reſpect fit for our purpoſe, neat, convenient, 
and retired, to which I conducted her :—now no 
longer under the apprehenſion. of loſing her, but 
{united by the moſt indiſſoluble tie) ſecured to me 
by the title of the wife and miſtreſs of my heart. 
I was now happy as the moſt capricious fancy 
could wiſh ; in full poſſeſſion of every ſatisfaction 
which 1 fought the enjoyment of, and only uneaſy 
at the reflection of being obliged ſoon to leave thoſe 
ſweets which were rendered dearer to me by poſeſ- 
ſion, and which gave me the moſt poignant grief at 
the thoughts of reſigning. _ V. . 
& My uncle, who from my behaviour perceived 
nothing which could reaſonably give him cauſe for 
| ſuſpicion, was only intent upon preparing mattess for 
my departure. By his means, young as | was I was 
honoured with an appointment equally favourable to 
my fortune and my ambition. In any other ſituati- 
on I would gladly have thanked him for his attenti- 
on to my intereſt ; but circumſtanced as I then was, 
1] conſidered his aſſiduity as meant only to diſtreſs 


me, and to ſever me from her, without whom I 


would not wiſh to exiſt. 
The time now drew near which was to witneſs 
my long farewell to Europe. It was impoſſible to 
Ea . avert 
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avert the ſtroke, and I prepared myſelf for its ap- 
proach with all the retolution I was maſter of. 


Finding there was no method whereby to avoid 


a circumſtance ſo diſtreſsful to our loves, my Fanny 
intimated a defire of accompanyirg me and ſharing 


| with me in the dangers and fatigues of a voyage 


which (if left behind) would {ubje& her to endleſs 
fears, and involve her in all the perplexity and trou- 
ble which youth and inexperience can be ſuppoled 


liable to. 


% Pleaſed as I was with this freſh inſtance of her 
love, I however ſtrongly oppoſed her inclination 


with every argument which I could adyance againſt 
*. 1 repreſented to her the length and danger of 


the voyage ; the inconveniencies to which ſhe would 
be expoſed ; the impoſſibility of keeping a circum- 


_ Nance of ſuch a nature from the knowledge of my 


uncle, and the conſequences which would reſult from 
his being made acquainted with the ſecret of our 
connection, which at preſent it was my intereſt to 
keep bim ignorant of. 

& And do you intend to perſuade me from my 


_ © purpoſe,” ſaid ſhe, * by deſcribing dangers and 


« difficultics, which may ſcrve indeed to intimi- 
% date an irreſolute mind, but which can never 
© make any impieſſion on a heart tutored by affec- 


4% tion ?—Ah! think not ſo meanly of your Fanny ! 
* Can you expect that when the wind blows and 


the tempeſt roars, that the knowledge of my own 


66 ' perſonal ſafety will make me inſenſible to yours ? 


* or that ſecure my/e/f in the enjoyment of an 


„ uninterrupted calm, 1 ſhall be unmindful of be 
% waves and rocks to which you are expoſed? No, 
% be aſſured, that the cares and anxieties which a 


6 ſeparation from you muſt load me with, will be 
© infinitely leſs bearable than the actual ſharing 


* withyou in every danger which the moſt fertile 


Not- 


imagination can poſſibly create.“ 


— * 
* 
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% Notwithſtanding the weight of theſe argu- 
ments and the apparent reſolution which guided her 
in her addreſs to me, I was determined upon no ac- 
count to indulge her requeſt. Contenting myſelf 


with the conſolation I might receive by hearing 


from her, I prepared mytelt tor departure, and hav- 
ing taken leave of my triends and relations with a 
ſorrowful heart, | repaired on board the ſhip which 
was to convey me to the oriental world. 

«© The wind being fair, we ſoon got clear of the 
Downs, and ſhoiily after loſt fight ot land, which I 
kept in view as long as poſſible; and recommend- 


ing my Fanny to the care of that Providence which 


eternally watches over the children of men, we pro- 
ceeded on our voyage, and with very little accident at 
length a rived ſafe on the continent of Aſia. 


CHAP, VII. 


| Containing ſome Affairs of a dum dic Nature, neceſſary 


to be known. A Scboal for the Senſualiſt, and a Con- 
_ teſt betwixt Pleaſure and Pbilgſophy di/agreeably ter- 


minated. 


« T O keep as much as poſſible the knowledge 
| of our marriage from the ears of Lord 


| Meanwel}, and to avoid the conſequences which 


might naturally be expected to ariſe from an infor- 


mation fo unfortunate and impolitic, we had contriv- 
ed previous to my departure, that each ſhould adopt 


ſome other appellation. 
For this purpoſe, I removed my Fanny into a 
different part of the town, where I turniſhed her a 


| Houle, and provided every neceſſary domeſtic for her 
as a Miſs Wilmot, and at which place I viſited her 
under the borrowed name of Gandon. 


_ £© Before 
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Before I left her, ſhe acquainted me, with a 
bluſh that reflected acUditicnal grace, inat ſhe 
was pregnant. This aſſurance adminiſtered greatly 
to my ſatisfaQtion, and gave me to hope, that on my 
return I ſhould have the tranſporting delight to ſee 
a renewal of our joys rendered more permanent and 
binding by the tender pledges of a paſſion which was 
founded on the baſis of real and diſintereſted love. 

© But to return. — 

I continued in India near three years, during 
which ſpace I heard ſeveral times trom my wife, who 
had been happily delivered of twins, and who was 
unwearied in her ſolicitations of prevailing on me to 
reviſit my native land. 

Unable to reſiſt her repeated deſires and intrea- 
ties, ſettled all my affairs, and with my uncle's ap- 
probation prepared myſelf for returning to England. 

One evening as I was walking near the ſea ſide, 
directing my eyes towards the happy ifland which 
contained the idol of my foul, I was accotted by a 

entoo ſervant richly habited, who calling me aſide, 
conveyed the following billet into my hand. 

« SER, 
e Teſolution is no ways inferior to = 
<* appearance, you will without heſitation or 
follow the bearer, who will pilot you to, 
Your's, 
1 Id coRIT ee waſh 

« ] was at firſt ereatly alarmed at the receipt of 
ſo extraordinary a challenge, and incapable of deter- 
mining whether or not | had beſt accept it; howe- 
ver, as it appeared to have been penned by a gentle 
ſcribe, I could not without an impeachment of my 
courage refuſe to obey, the ſummons, for which pur- 
poſe, addreſſing myſelf to che n I bid him 

o on. 


40 ReſpeRtully n. and 8 his fore-finger : 
upon 


elay 
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upon his lips, as a token of ſilence, he took the lead, 
and conducting me through ſeveral narrow paſſages, 
with which I was totally unacquainted, we at length 
arrived at a large houſe, into which he introduced 
me. 

« Having ſhewn me into an apartment moſt 
elegantly furniſhed, he left me, obſerving all the 
time to maintain the ſame invariable ſilence. 

4 Struck into admiration of an adventure ſo new 
and unexpected, I waited impatiently for the mo- 
ment which was to give me ſome little light rela- 
tive to the intention or meaning of the ceremony 
| which had been ſo ſtrictly obſerved, and which more 
than any thing perplexed me for a ſolution of. 

In about an hour I had the ſatisfaction to 
obſerve the door open, and in an inſtant a table ſpread 
with the choiceſt profuſion of every delicacy whick 
imagination or the moſt capricious appetite could 
wiſh for. The diſhes were all of ſolid gold and of the 
moſt exquiſite workmanſhip ; and the viands culled 
with a care wich would almoſt ſurpaſs belief, and 
calculated only for the luxurious gratifications of 
voluptuouſneis and the groſſeſt ſenſuality. 

6 Every thing being thus duly prepared for the 
| banquet, I had not long to wait before a lady en- 
tered, the ſplendor and ornaments of whoſe dreſs 
Prong to eclipſe every thing of the kind I had before 
een. = 5 
*© She was an European, young and handſome, 
| her. manners however, {cemed to partake much ot 
the natural effeminacy ot the Eaſt, which ſhe affeQ- 
ed to a fault, and which gave her all that romantic 
appearance, which, impoſing on the ſenſes, ſtrikes 
the idle gazer with admiration, and ſerves as a veil 
to cover every imperfection ariſing from vicious paſ- 
fions and a depraved inclination. nn, 

Without any other ſalutation than a gentle 

Vor. II. | the | bending | 
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bending of the body, ſhe fat herſelf down upon a 
ſopha which was purpoſely placed there, and at the 
ſame time dumbly inviting me to ſeat myſelf next 
her, ſhe by her awn example induced me to do ho- 
nour to the entertainment, which evidently appegred 
to have been ſolely provided on my account. 
© I had not courage enough to refuſe her jnvitati- 
on, ſo greatly was my 2 excited by the ſcene 
of which ] was a ſpectator. However, my appre- 
henſions would not ſuffer me to partake much of the 
delicacies ſhe had provided, ſo that, although I fat 
down to the table, I ſcarcely tafted one article of the 
many ſhe had fo liberally ſpread before me. 
Supper being at length ended, during the time 
of which I had done little elſe than gaze, I was de- 
termined to addreſs myſelf to her for the purpoſe of 
knowing for what intent my company had ſo particu- 
| larly been requeſted. 1 | 5 
This reſolution was however rendered unneceſ- 
ſary by the lady herſelf, who, before I had time to 
put my intention in execution, accoſted me thus; 
The extraordinary method which I preferred 
«© to make you acquainted with my defire of ſeeing 
* you; the cautious manner by which you was con- 
<< ducted to this houſe, and the remarkable treat- 
ment you have experienced ſince you have been 
c init, all, no doubt, Sir, conſpire to impreſs you 
* with very ſingular ideas of my conduct and cha- 
VV. 5 | 
„ Equally ſuperior, however, to the praiſe or 
„ cenſure of the world, I am indifferent as to any 
* conftruQtion which may be put upon my beha- 
« yiour, as an independent mind knows no reſtraint 
© of vulgar awe, and acting only in a manner which 
4 tends to its own pleaſure, poſſeſſes neither incli- 
nation nor time to encourage thoughts which ariſe 
t in oppoſition, to the ſcheme of happineſs which I 
© have laid down for my own ſatis faction. 5 
1 “ 'That 
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% That ſcheme and thoſe pleaſures it is my wiſh 
* to make you partaker of, —I met you accidentally 
© a few days ſince, and if I am not much miſtaken, 


your countenance contains every thing which pro- 


* 


miſes an approbat ion to my ſyſtem of happineſs. 
J have riches ſufficient to glut the avarice of 


* the moſt mercenary,—I have youth, (and if I 


« am not flattered) beauty enough to ſatisfy every 


moderate wiſh,—I have a natural propenſity to 


te pleaſure, and a deſire that you ſhould ſhare with 

© me in thoſe advantages which nature and fortune 

{© fo liberally have bleſſed me with.“ - 
& Aſtoniſhed as I undoubtedly was at the freedom 


of this addrefs, it was, however, nothing more than 


in reaſon I ought to have expected. The ſingulari- 
ty of the invitation; the luxurious profuſion diſplay- 
ed in the entertainment ſhe had prepared, and the 
levity of her whole appearance, initantly impreſſed 
me into an idea of her character, and cautioned me 
againſt her wiles and the allurements which the art- 
fully contrived to dazzle my ſenſes, and which the 
was unwearied in the exertion of 5 

«© My fortitude was, however, ſuperior to all 
her cunning ; I ſaw the weakneſs and vanity of her 
arguments, and I determined to expole their fallacy, 
and to reſiſt with vigour the attack made upon my 


virtue, and the impoſition off. ted to my facultics of 


reaſon. | 
Can vice then,” ſaid I, however decorated 
with exterior ornament, compenſate for the lots of 
that peace of mind which is only to be found in 
the manſion of the virtuous? Can the grols ſen- 
ſualiſt, after having gratified the cravings of his 
every appetite, diſplay that ſerenity of ſoul and that 
calmneſs of diſpoſn ion which alone belong to the 
moderate and the good? Alas ! it is noiſ uperfluity 
it is not in the abundance of riches and proſperity 
0-4 „„ & that 


«6 
«6 
- 
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«© that we are to ſeek for the abode of happineſs. In 
te the cool moment of reflection, when the pulſe no 
4 longer beats high with enjoyment, when deſire 
« fails, and the whole maſs of blood reſumes its na- 
cc tural temperature, we look in vain for that ſecret fa- 
tc tisfaction, that inward approbation, which cha- 


44 racterizes the contented mind; we idly endeavour 


& to trace in ourſelves thoſe delightful retroſpecti- 
«© ors whichever adminiſter comfort and ſtrength to 


the virtuous and the wiſe ; and, loſt in a labyrinth 


«© of perplexity, we at length diſcover our error, and 
*« ſit down too late to mourn our folly and to with we 
had regulated our lives and conduct more in con- 
« formity to the laws of reaſon and the dictates of 
nn K... „ 75 
„A truce with thoſe ſtale ſentiments,” replied 
ſhe : Are the pleaſures of exiſtence to be curbed 


«© by the contracted notions of ſour philoſophy ? 


«© Are the precepts and admonitions of grey-headed 
ce enthuſiaſts to counteract and deſtroy the impulſes 
e and paſſions inherent in youth? Or is it in gloomy 
c ſeverities of monaſtic bigotry that we are to look 
for happineſs ? | . 
« Nature has pointed out to all, one univerſal 
© road, and few there are who have not in ſome 
« degree areliſh for it: I mean PLEASURE. Super- 
66 ſtition and hypocriſy would, is is true, diſguiſe 
cc jt under the artful veil of religion. In ſpite how- 
« ever of their care and their cunning, the general 
t diſpoſitions of their ſouls will at times break out 
« and manifeſt their wiſhes and their defires in 


c terms incontrovertible, and ſuch as it is impoſſible, 


6e to be miſtaken in. | 5 

«© Obſerve the natural bent of thoſe who make 
ce religion a trade. In the midſt of their auſterities ; 
cc jn the midſt of their moſt zealous affectations, 
c their fondneſs for that univerſal ſtudy will occaſi- 


1 „ onally 
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&© onally diſplay itſelf ſo far as to relax the ſeverity 
& of the devotee, and ſhew us that even enthuſiaſm 
© is its advocate, and that the trite ſtale.morals in 
* oppoſition thereunto, which are ſo frequently te- 
4 tailed to us by pedantic philoſophy, are either 
« formed through an affeQation of ſingularity, or 
e that being grown paſt the reliſh of it himſelt, the 
s gefire of the dull monitor is to place all mankind 
% upon a level with his own infirmities, and to 
(© reſtrain the generous ardour of youth by invidi- 
*« ouſly contemning thoſe tranſports and thoſe plea. 
© ſures which he can no longer enjoy, and which 
© he would therefore wiſh to ſee for ever annihilated, 
% Unmoved by ſuch ſuperficial argument,“ con- 
tinued ſhe, ** be ours a nobler talk—To LIVE, 
& whilſt yet the ſweets of life receive new charms | 
„from youth and conſtitution; whilſt yet we are 
% capable of enjoying the tranſports ariſing from 
& health and a mutual inclination to pleaſe; and 
«© whilſt we yet retain the vigour of body and un- 

„ daunted firmneſs of ſoul neceſſary to add perman- 

© ency to our loves and increaſe to our deſires. 

„How many would conſider themſelves as in- 
“ finitely happy to receive ſo diſtinguiſhing a mark 
of my favour and partiality. It.is you however, 
« you alone whom I ſele& for the purpoſe of par- 
taking with me in that felicity which fortune has 
i placed in my power, and which I cannot enjoy 
* without firſt making you a ſharer with me. Poſ- 
„ ſeſſed of advantages fo apparent and invaluable, 
I need not be long in ſeeking a perſon who would 
„ willingly and thankfully accept of my offer; but 
as | have placed my affection upon you, from you 
alone I wiſh and expect an anſwer, how far you 
* are inclinable to cheriſh a propoſal which brings 

„ with it every pleaſure and every ſatisfaction which 
© avarice might crave or love can beſtow ?? ?? 
_ C 3 „I was 
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J was thunderſtruck at her behaviour: the levity 
© and undiſguifed freedom of her conduct diſguſted 
% me. I was, however, ſenſible of the dangers to 
„ which I was expeſed from her reſentment, ſhould 
I by a refuſal of her offer give her occaſion for 
an exertion of her power and authority, which [ 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe extenſive, and which 
* I was extremely cautious of putting to the proof, 
© In ſpite of theſe dangers, I was nevertheleſs de- 
© termined to reject her propoſal, and to arm my- 


| © ſelf againſt her wiles and artifices as well as [ poſ- 
« fibly could. 


© Taking out my watch, I appeared as if ſur- 
6 prized at the lateneſs of the hour, and gave her at 


« the ſame inſtant to underftand, that it was time I 
« ſhould think of returning. 


* Regarding me with a look of the utmoſt con- 


„ tempt, though viſibly mortified, ſhe exclaimed— 
Cold conſtitutioned man! is this the reward due 
4 to my love? Is this the only return you can make 
4 to my affection ?— Bur reſt affured, Sir, that 
„this treatment ſhall not paſs unpunithed. M 


I now began to perceive my error, and that 1 


had been too haſty in my determination. I wiſhed to 
rectify this fault: TI attempted it, and the attempt, 
lke moſt of my other endeavours, proved fruitleſs. 


6 Think not, Madam, faid I,“ that E intenti- 
„ onally wifh to offend vou, — romantie as | conſider 


„your ſentiments to be, I ſhould deduce to myſelf 
« conſiderable pleaſure in having an opportunity of 


& convincing you of their um propriety, inconſiſtency, 


and fatal tendency. | 
The miſtakes. human nature is perpetually lia- 


ea ble to, might ſerve to impreſs you with an idea 


« of the fallibility of private judgment, eſpecially 
& when directed to a matter of ſuch eſſential value 


* as 


e 
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“as utiviverſal happineſs. It is a point which re- 
&. quires the moſt mature deliberation in the in- 


e veſtigation. I pledge myfelf, Madam, to return 


* on the morrow, and if you can convince me by 
ce fair argument, that your notions are founded up- 
C on truth and reaſon, I will willingty fubmit my- 
5 ſelf to you in all things, 5 5 

* And do you fooliſhly think, Sir,” replied ſhe, 
* that I wiſhed to ſee you merely with a view of 
„ waſting a little time in unprofitable ſophiſtry, and 


© that uninfluenced by paffron or affection F ſhould 


* content tiyſeif with caſuiſtical or logical diſtinc- 
„ tions ? It is true, for the purpoſe of intimating to 
you my ſentiments and intentions, I condeſcended 
s to avail myſetf of argument: this I did, that you 
«© might the better view the reaſonableneſs of my 


„ ſcheme, —a ſcheme which ſcorns to be confined 


e within the contraQted limits of theory, but owes 

its beauties and advantages ſolely to experience and 

4c real enjoyment. | 58 1 3 
«© vill not ſuppoſe you ſo ignorant as to miſtake 


© my meaning; you c Dt be ſoinfenfible! How- 
ever, as your ſeem determined to remain obſti- 
“ nately deaf to the many himts I have thrown out, 


< and to rejec every offer, every propoſal I have 


4 ſubmitted to you, I am reſolved you ſhall for once 


e experience the treatment you are ſo anxious to 
« draw upon yourfelf, and feel the reſentment of an 


_ © jnſulted, deſpiſed woman.” 


& ] was af aloſs to judge in what manner ſhe in- 


| tended putting her threats in execution: it was 


not long, however, I was permited to remain in 


| this ſtate of uncertainty, Upon a ſignal from her, 
| ſhewas in a moment attended by her domeſtics, 
who, accuſtomed to their miſtreſs's orders, with- 
our uttering a ſyllable bound me hand and foot, and 

- Having gagged me, that I might not by my cries be « 

able to procure affiſtance, they forced me into a 
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carriage, Which, ſetting off with incredible ſpeed, left 
me more than ever perplexed with refleQing on the 
uncertainty of my fate, and the apprehenſions ariſ- 


ing from the impoſſibility of forming any tolerable 


conjecture how, and in what manner, this extraor- 
dinary adventure would terminate. SN 


CHAP. vil. 


A Compariſon betwixt Virtue and Immorality. A Con- 


ver ſation of an extraordinary Kind. Compulſion 
deſtructive of Love, A repeated Ineterview, and 
en Inſtance of the Violence of female Reſentment. 


* QECURELY fortified in my own inno- 
cence, I was no ways terrified with the ſitua- 
tion to which I was ſo unexpectedly reduced, but 
rather was more pleaſed with it, as it afforded me 
an opportunity of manifeſting the purity of my re- 


gard and the ſincerity of my affection to my amia- 


ble Fanny. | 1 5 HE 
The compariſon I made betwixt her and the 


lady who by her violent paſſions had. given birth to 
the preſent adventure, was but little to the advan- 
tage of the latter. Raſh, headſtrong, and impatient, 


ſhe acknowledged no rule but her will, and no ſu- 
perior but her paſſions, in the indulgence of which 


ſhe conſidered no ſacrifice as too great. Pampered 
with ſenſual gratifications and hurried on by libidi- 


nous appetites, ſhe only ſtudied by artificial means 


to promote a circulation of pleaſures, which was the 
only ſubſtitute ſhe knew of for peace of mind and 


real happineſs. 


My Fanny, on the contrary, was moulded by _ 
the hands of gentleneſs and love: not one rude atom 


| ſeemed to have been employed in her formation, 

Diveſted of her uſual caprice, Nature appeared to 

have faſhioned her from materials uniformly _ 
2 al, 
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ful, and ſuch as bade defiance to the attacks of ru- 
der paſſions. Loving to her friends; courteous to her 
enemies, and affable to all, ſhe lived but to bleſs, 
and ſhe left this world to partake of the reward pre- 
pared for her in another, —a reward due to her 


merit, her virtue, and her conſtancy. 


«© But once more to return 

«© Having travelled thus expeditiouſly, as near as 
I .couldgueſs, for the ſpace of two hours, we at length 
arrived at an old Gothic building, at which we ſtop- 
ped, and into which my attendants, without con- 
ſulting my approbation, - immediately compelled me 
(unable to reſiſt) to enter. The apartments, in 
point of elegance, were nothing inferior to thoſe 
which I had ſo lately quitted. This however af- 
forded me but very little ſatisfaction, as I was yet 
bound and gagged, which, together with the pain- 


L endured from ſo continued and violent a diſtention 


of the jaw, was almoſt unbearable. , 


« After-a few minutes abſence, one of my dumb 
_ attendants returned, and much to my likeing un- 
dound me. and reſtored me once more to the-liber- 


ty of ſpeech. 

Making a fign, whereby he gave me to under- 
ſtand that I muſt follow him, he conducted me to 
a chambe, furniſhed in the European manner, with 
a bed and every convenience proper for repoſe, 


which he inſtruted me was intended for my uſe, 
and which he was urgent in perſuading me, by mos 


tion, to avail myſelf of. . 
% As I had nothing to fear, ſeeing I was prepar- 


ed for the worſt, and as I perceived that I had no 


will of my own permitted me, I made not the leaſt 

heſitation to do that vsluntarily, which I conjectured 

1 thould otherwiſe be compelled to do. dl 
*© I was therefore preſently undreſſed, and being 


_$ieatly fatigued with what I had (ſuffered, I ſoon fell 


into a profound ſleep. „ 
e 6 Inſenfible 
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cc Inſenſible to my misfortunes, and inſenſible to 
the dangers which impended over me, I did not a- 
wake till the morni 
when, having ſomewhat recolleQed myſelf, I began 
to meditate upon my ſituation, and what L had to 


apprehend from the menaces which L had unwillingly: 


borne witneſs to, and which I had but too great 
_ reaſon to feat would be put in execution againſt me. 

1 greatly condemned my own folly in obeying an in- 
vitation delivered in ſo myſterious a. manner, and 


which ought of itſelf to have rendered me: ſuſpicious 


of the writer's. intention: I however: was reſolved 
tao betray no one ſymptom which might give them 

reaſon to accuſe me of cowardice, but to wait in pa- 
tient expectation of the event, avoiding equally the 


dangerous extremes of deſperate phrenſy or woman- 


iſh weakneſs. 
«© Having indulged myſelf with theſe kind of re- 
flections, I was interrupted from their farther purſuit 
by the entrance of a ſervant, who. notified to me, . 
that my preſence. was wanted down ſtairs. 
„ 1 now: began to conceive a probability of my 
being made acquainted with the worſt, and in con- 
{equence thereof armed myſelf with the utmoſt com- 


poſure againſt every miſchance which I might de 
doomed to experience from the united exertions of 


cruelty and diſappointment. | 
. All hopes of deriving any advantage from re. 

ſiſtance, I knew to be frail and abſurd. Single and 

unarmed, I ſhould be poorly enabled to withſtand 


the force of numbers, who from ces were 


all trained to murder and bloodſhed, nor could I be 
expected by prayers. or perſuaſions to penetrate. into 


the hearts of thoſe mercileſs miniſters. of revenge, 


| who knew no law but their miſtreſs's commands, = 
and who were only anxious to fulfil the taſk ſhe 


ng: was conſiderably advanced, 
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& Theſe conſiderations determined nie reſolutely 
to bear whatever they might from or ink; 


dination burthen me with, and recommending-my- 


ſelf to keaveri, which is alone able to ſuccour us in 


the hour of trial, I followed the. perfor who! bad 


ſummoned me, with a firnitieſs' which could never 
any one ambitious of the charac- 
ter of a chriſtian or a philoſopher. . ”— 
„ To my utiſpeakable ſurprize, I perceived on 
entering, the lady, to whom I was indebtetl for the 
novelty of my ſituation. Conſidering her as my 
moſt cruel and obdurute perſecutor, I regarded her 
with a look, which plaitily beſpoke the of my 
mind, warmed into reſentment” by a ſenſe and me- 
mory of my ſufferins. 8 
% With a ſullen indiſſrence T ſaluted her, which 
ſhe received with all the provoking pride of conſcious 
ſuperiority, and viewing me as the victim of her 
power, was as liberal in her infults, as immoderate 


in her triumph: 


« Well, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, y6u now perceive how 
* capable J am of ptttiiſhing the man, who regard- 
4 leſs of my favours and unmindful of my lobe, 


would proudly ſoar above my friendſhip and treat 


my offers with contempt: „ 
* juſtly as I have reaſon to be offended at ſuch 


„ coſtumacy, and extraordinary as is the cuuſe of 
my anger, Lam neverthe leſb inclinabte once more 


to treat! of peace. Perhaps yow have by this 
* time” cotifideret better of the propoſal Lyeſterday 
made you. Say, Sir, are you yet dripofed to con- 
„bur with me in my notions of pleafure and my 


* ſeheme of happineſs," or do you (till perſiſt in an 
* urfaccotintable and obſtinate oppoſition tb my will, 


*« rfiy defire, and my judgment? | | 

Can happineſs, Madam,” replied I, center in 

% compulſion, or can love form any canneGtion - 
. | b „ with 
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& with violence? Acting 2 for your good, If ! 
« wiſhed you to ſee your miſtake through the eye 
« of reaſon; if I endeavoured to convince you that 
« you were deceived in your ideas of pleaſure as 
c conſtituting real happineſs, ought I to be blamed ? 
«© Do I not rather. merit your thanks for my atten- 
tion to your welfare and my regard for your ever- 
* laſting peace? 3 3 
No more, Sir l“ exclaimed ſhe, interrupting 
me; I have already ſtated my objeQtions to ſo- 
& phiſtical diſtinQtions. The quiddites of ſcholaſtic 
« argument, if urged in oppoſition to my ſyſtem of 
4 pleaſures, are vain, uſeleſs, and nugatory. Mo- 
e rality, like the icy finger of death, only ſerves to 
6 chill and deſtroy the paſſions which give vigour 
4 to human nature, and ſtrength to ſociety ; it is a 
© monſter which poiſons the ſweets of life and im- 
4c hitters the tranſports of youth by reflections which. 
6. cauſe a total ſuſpenſian of the powers of action 
«© and of the nobleſt faculties of the foul. No more 
4 than call to your aſliſtance what I conſider as the 
1 greateſt enemy to enjoyment-; but, diveſted of 
«© hypocriſy and the unprofitable ſolemnity of bigotry. 
„ and enthuſiaſm, prepare to yield an obedience to 
„her will, who is otherwiſe reſolved to make you 
«© ſenſible of her power. ? 55 
„ Alas, Madam |” I replied, in what manner am 
* now toac? incapable of ayailing myſelf of thoſe 
« advantages which ariſe from a freedom of choice, 
& 1] am compelled to acknowledge an affection which 
* it is impoſſible I can ever feel. Love, indepen- 
« dent of compulſion, exiſts only in itſelf; it is a 
«6 paſſion of the ſoul which force inevitably deſtroys ; 
4 jt is a flame which can no longer burn than while 
4 aſſiſted by mutual inclination, and which the moſt 
© inconſiderable blaſt of indifference for ever extin- 


++. guiſhes, 


Can 
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6 Can I*then afford . encouragement to ſuch 

c thoughts, debarred as I am of my liberty and re- 
4 ſtrained from delivering my fentiments with the 
4 freedom I wiſh ?” ES 
„ Inſulting man!“ faid ſhe, once more interrupt- 
ing me, “ am I for ever to ſuffer by your obſtinacy ? 
© but have a care lit is my power to check that dar- 
ing ſpirit, which adminiſtering to your pi ide be- 
& trays you into the moſt dangerous miſtakes. — I 
& would not, however, wiſh to exert. ſo diſagreea- 
« ble a mark of my authority; I would not even 
& wiſh to think you merit my reſentment : but im- 
„ poſe not too long upon my affection. Patience, 
& however confirmed, will in time decay, and give 


e place for the rage of diſappointment and the gall. 


1 of inveterate hatred.” ; 
© Without. waiting for my reply ſhe left me, ut- 
terly incapable of knowing in what manner to con- 


form myſelf. If I perſiſted in an oppoſition to her 


deſires, there was but too much reaſon to expect 
ſome fatal: effects from her indignation. She had al- 
ready evinced her diſpoſition to Revenge; her power 
I knew to be extenſive, and her creatures all devot- 
ed to her will. „ l 

« And yet I could not think of affecting a paſſi- 
on which it was impoſſible I could feel. The impoſi- 
tion was too contemptible; it was an inſult to my 
underſtanding, and ſuch as I was determined to give. 
no encouragement to, 5 

* My lite 1 conſidered as of no great value. MI 


Fanny indeed demanded that I ſhould endeavour to 


preſerve it; Reaſon on the contrary forbade me ſa- 
_ erificing to its preſervation ; it painted to me the 


ſhame of extending a miſerable exiſtence by the aid 
of diſhonour ; it ſhewed me the unprofitableneſs of 


vice, even though productive of momentary eaſe and 


ſecurity ; and it taught me that I ought to ſubmit to 


every 


; 
| 
[ 


| 
| 


| 
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every evil rather than yield an implicit obedience to 
the will of an imperious woman, 


% Breakfaſt was preſently afterwards ed fot 


me, which however I did not find myſelf much in- 


clined to partake of. Phe reeollection of what I had 


ſuffered entirely deſtroyed niy appetite, and I wait 
ed only in expectation of hearing further from the 


violent author of my wrongs, and learning what 


more I hadto fear from her outrageous paſſions. 


About an hout after ſhe had quitted me, ſhe 


returned and appeared ſomewhat more calm than ſhe 
Vas at either of her proceedipg' viſes: Addreſſing” 


herſelf to me ſhe dwelt ſtrongly upon her moderati- 
on and forbearance in permitttng'rtie the enjoyment 
of my liberty, after the repeated inſults I had offer- 


ed to her affection —inſults which ſhe pretended no 


other man on earth ſhould have offered with impu- 


ntty, and ſuch as no behaviour of hets could ſerve as 


a juſtification of. 
* Finding her ſomething more tempenmte than 
uſual, I flattered myſelf with the probability of pre- 


vailing on her to attend to my arguments, averſe as I 
knew her to be to ſuch a meafure : my hopes how- 


ever were vain. She was obſtinately bent on an ad- 
herance to her own opinions, and was · determined to 
liſten to nothing which made in oppoſition to her 


favourite doctrine, or ſeemed calculated to put wy 


reſtraint upon her pleaſures or paſſions, 


«© Are you ſtill reſolved, Madam,” ſaid I, „ that = 


© I ſhall ſuffer no interval to the perſecutions with 
* which you have thought fit to burden me? am I 


* forever to be debarreꝶ from that freedom of will 
* which Nature in her beunty intended all mankind. 
_ © indiſcriminately to enjoy? and can you idly ima- 

85 gine that ſuch uſuage can be productive of love 


& or affeckion ? if you would wiſh me to inchne to 


4 your peeuliar manner of thinking, give me full, un- 
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„conditional liberty: Reſtore me to that freedom 
* which you found me in poſſeſſion of; and perhaps 
© may in time ſee the beauties of that ſcheme, 
«© and the advantages of that ſyſtem you are ſo par- 
« ticular in the recommendation of _ 

The demand I had thus made, appeared to her 
ſo extraordinary, that in an inſtant I obſerved her 


eyes flaſh with reſentment : her cheeks by turns ma- 


nifeſted a contrariety of paſſions, now deadly pale, 
and as ſuddenly changed to a deep red. Rage, revenge, 
mortification, and diſappointment all operated on her 
in a manner which indicated a total abfence of the 
faculties and powers of Reaſon. 

«<.. Baſe, ungrateful, prevaricating ſlave !” ſaid ſhe,. 


* and is it thus you would reward the kindneſs of 


my intentions? is it thus you would endeavour to 
4 return my love and ſhew an obedience to my will? 
© but know, this inſolence ſhall not go without the 
«c: puniſhment it merits, nor ſhall you longer remain 
ignorant of the power of one whom you have too 


long treated with a contempt, which will in the 
end return tenfold on yourſelf.” Hs 


No ſooner had ſhe ended this ſpeech than ſhe 


called together the miniſters of her cruelty, who by 


her commands once more bound me, and dragging 
me with a ſavage barbarity diſgraceful to the moſt 


uncivilized of human beings, thruſt me into a dun- 


geon, where, deprived of the light of heaven, they 


left me a prey to horror, darkneſs, and deſpair. 
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An unexpected Releaſe from:Death. A Return to the 
Factory. A Viſit from a Benefaftreſs. The Tri- 


umph of Gratitude,. and an Embarkation for Eu- 


pe. 


„ FA VERWHELM ED-with ſorrow, three 


weeks did I hive in this diſmal habitation, — 


My cruel attendants came once every day to bring, 
me the wretched allowance u hich my misfortunes. 


were indulged with, and which was ſuch as only 
(by lengthening a miſerable exiſtence) ſerved to make 
me more ſenſible of my unhappy ſituation, 


«© One evening, unable to ſleep, as I lay ſtretch- 


ed upon the ground bewailing the ſeverity of my 


deſtiny, ſuddenly and unexpectedly the door which 
ſecured my dungeon was opened; I inſtantly - con- 
jectured that I. was now. going to terminate at once 
my misfortunes with my life, and under this per- 
ſuaſion uttered a ſhort petition to that Being from 


whom alone I looked for aid, and en whoſe provi- 


dence I had ever firmly relied.as my guide and my 


n * 
A lamp which one of them bore diſcovered to 
me the face of a woman in every reſp-& differentfrom 


that of my unnatural prerſecutor: devoid of that wWhirl- 
wind of paſſion, which diſturbing the ſoul, hurries. 


Reaſon beyond its bounds, and deſtroys the ſource 


of female delicacy; devoid of thoſe unruly ſtarts which 
ſerve to impreſs us with ideas unfavourable to the ſex, 
ſhe appeared a pattern of every thing bright and ami- 


ane. 


Nor was: her behaviour any ways inferior to 


the opinion I had conceived of her from her appea- 


rance. Whilſt the tearſwelledin her eye ſhe unbound | 


the 
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the cords with which I had been faſtened, and tak- 
ing a bundle from her attendant, ſhe obliged me to 


dreſs myſelf in the habit of a ſlave, as the only means 
of inſuring me my life and liberty. | 

« I readily did whatever ſhe deſired me, and ſub- 
mitting myſelf entirely to her care and guidance, ſhe 


preſently conducted me out of a houſe wherein I had 


received the injurious treatment of a malefaQor, and 


which I abhorred as the cave of deſtruction. 


As ſoon as ſhe had fully releaſed me from this 
deteſted dwelling, ſhe addreſſed herſelf to me in the 


* 


ff, Sir, you are inclined to preſerve that liberty 
© which I have put you in. poſſeſſion of, uſe no de- 
% lay, but inſtantly follow this ſervant, he will di- 


rect you to the factory from whence you ſet out, 


© I have neither time nor inclination at preſent to 
% accept your thanks for the ſervice I have rendered 


you; perhaps a day may arrive when I may put 
© your gratitude to the proof, and convince myſelf 


4c of the idea you entertain of my behaviour, which 


„ byreſtoring you to liberty gives me hopes, that you 


& will in future be equally prepared againſt the 


violence or artifice of a woman, who would pro- 


„ ceed to any extremity in the gratification of her 


c aſſiduous in effecting the revenge which ſhe thinks 


© due to the diſtegard with which you treated her 


4 offers.” - 


Without allowing me an oppottunity of pro- 


feſſing my gratitude and the ſenſe I entertained of 


her ſervices, ſhe vaniſhed, and left me with the ſer- 


vant to whoſe direction ſhe had commited me. 


The night was exceedingly dark; however as I 
followed my guide, who appeared to be converſant 
with the road, :n about five hours we arrived, much. 

fatigued, at the factor. | = 
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paſſions, and who will henceforward be doubly. 
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« It is impoſſible ſufficiently to expreſs my joy at 


having fo happily eſcaped from a captivity which 
ſeemed probable of tet minating only with my life. I 
returned thanks to Heaven for the favour, and was 
determined in future to be cautious of blindty adven- 
turing on the ſhallow foundation of a romantic invi- 
tatton, to riſk my liberty and my life in purſuit of 
idle curioſity. 

* Having liberally rewarded the 7 to whom 
I was in part indebted for my ſafety, I made enquiry 
in what manner I could farther ſerve him. He begged 


that I would permit him to attend upon me during 


the remainder of my ſtay in India. This I very 
readily agreed to, and the-mofe willingly as I had 


reaſon to apprehend fome danger from the further 
reſentment of his late miſtreſs, who, it was to be 
feared, would carefully ſeek every opportunity of 


gratifying her revenge for the difappointmerit her 
pride had ſuftained, and in which caſe his aſſiſtance 
would be neceſſary to counteract any combination 


which an enraged woman might form for the deſ- 


truction of the man ſhe hated. 


My ſriends and domeſtics had been under the 
maoſt terrible apprehenſions on account of my abſence; 


they had one and all concluded that ſomething fatal 
bad befel me, and under that conviction had been 
unceaſing in their endeavours of gaining ſome intel- 


ligence whereby they might be aſcertained of my 


fate. 8 | 2 
My unexpected arrival amongſt them, there- 
fore, could not fail of giving them a ſingular ſatisfac- 


tion, and from them I learnt, that the ſhip on board 
of which I intended to take my paſſage to Europe, 


was not yet failed, but was expected to weigh anchor 
every day. | | FT 


& 'This' news afforded me no inconſiderable ſhare 
of pleaſure, My heart had long been with my Fanny, 


and 
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and I now hoped to find no new impediment to de- 
bar me from ſeeing her. 2 | 


«« The late adventure, however, in which I had 
unwillingly been ſo diſtinguiſhed an actor, taught 
me to be wary and circumſpe@ in all my undertak- 
ings. I had not mentioned a hint thereof to any o 
my acquaintance, conſidering it as moſt prudent to 


_ conceal a circumſtance which would give them new 
matter of uneaſineſs, and prove entirely unprofitable 
to myſelf. 


« As I was one evening fitting alone, wiſhing for 
an arrival of the moment in which I was to embark. 


for England, Mamoud (which was the name of the 


ſervant who had conduQed me from the ſcene of my 


_ confinement) entered and informed me, that a youth 


without was defirous of ſpeaking with me. 
© F aſked him if he thought it was prudent to 


admit an unknown viſitor, ſeeing he could not be ig- 
norant of the-danger to which 1 was perpetually ex- 


poſed ? 5 : 
„ By his advice, however, I complied, and in leſs 


than a minute he introduced a perſon who ſeemed 


rather to be an inhabitant of the other world thaꝝ a 
mere mortal. 3 C 
Without allowing me time for compliment, this 


beautiful viſion, for ſuch it appeared to me, addref{- 


ed me thus: | 
* It is now the ſeaſon, Sir, in which J intend 

putting your gratitude to the trial. Behold, under 

«© the habit and ſemblance of manhood, a poor weak 


„4 female, one who was once haopy in rendering 


you atrifling ſervice ; if you have yet remaining 
any ſenſe or memory of that ſervice, and it you 


would wiſh to reward it, promiſe to grant what I 


“ ſhall aſk.” „ 85 725 
% I know not whether I was moſt pleaſed or ſur- 
prized at this adventure, It was, indeed, my amiable 
| deliverer 


Y 
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deliverer herſelf. I contemplated in her all the charms. 
of my abſent Fanny, and I was ſo much indebted to 
her goodreſs, that I was ſcarcely able to anſwer her, 

«© And am I incted, Madam,” ſaid I, once more 
* bleſſed with the ſight of you? Devoted. to your 
ſervice, name the means, if within the limits of 
« my fortune, that can recompence but the leaſt 
part of the obligation which I lie under to you, 
4 and behold with what readineſs I wil! fly to con- 
5 vince you of the ſincerity of my gratitude.” 

* What I require of you, Sir,” replied ſhe, 
vill neither diſtreſs your fortune, nor affect your 
* honour ; it is in brief no more than this; ſuffer 
me to accompany you to England; I have riches 

« ſufficient to ſatisfy every moderate wiſh, and as I 
am heartily tired of this part of the world, it will 
« give me a very ſingular pleaſure to be under the 
«© proteCtion of a gentleman whom friendſhip will. 
s induce to be aſſiduous in my favour, and who IL 
% doubt not will be happy in having an opportunity 
of convincing me of his eſteem:?? _ N 

I gladly embraced ſo lucky an occaſion of aſſur- 
ing her of my regard, and of the ſenſe I entertained 
of her kindneis. The proof ſhe required of my ſin- 
cerity, by conſenting to her becoming the compani- 
on of my. voyage, I readily gave her; and, impreſſ- 
ed with the warmeſt ideas of gratitude, I conſider- 
ed no ſacrifice as too great to convince her of my 
thankfulneſs. | Ft 


«© Unable to reſtrain my curioſity, in the next 


place I thought proper to make ſome enquiry in 
reſpect to the lady fram the ungoverned violence of 
whoſe paſſions I had ſuffered ſo much. She inform- 
ed me, that enraged at my eſcape, ſhe had vowed 
to find me and punith me for the flight I had put 
upon her love, and the diſappointment I had offered 
to her revenge: that ſhe greatly ſuſpected W 
. and 
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and herſelf to be concerned in that tranſaction, the 
former of whom it would be impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
ever be reconciled to: and my deliverer further ac- 
quainted me, that fearful of incurring the reſent. 
ment of a woman who was ſo much a ſlave to her 
paſſions, and which, from her ſuſpicious temper, it 
was but natural to expe, ſhe had meditated and ef- 
fected her elop ment, though not til ſhe had poſſeſſ- 
ed herſelf of her jewels and other things of value, 
which ſhe deſired me to take the ſtewardſhip of, for 
her uſe, or till ſach time as we arrived in England. 
J was pleaſed that ſhe had not neglected her- 
ſelf, and willingly took charge of the articles ſhe fo 
generoufly committed to my care, and the more ſo, 
as I conſidered this as a freſh proof of her confi- 
dence, and of the reality of her friendſhip and re- 
12 As the ſhip was ready for ſailing, waiting only 
for a wind, and as I had already every thing on 
board, by her urgent perſuaſions I took leave of my 
friends, and embarked the ſame night. 1 
% Mamoud, whoſe fidelity I had been fo plea- 
| fingly an evidence of, likewiſe accompanied us: 1 
could not think of leaving him behind, expoſed to 
the reſentment and cruelty of a remorſeleſs woman, 
who had more than once ſhewn herſelf to be diveſt- 
ed of every generous and humane ſentiment, and 
only a fit companion for the wolves of the deſart. 
He was not a little proud at receiving this mark 
of my attention to his welfare. His profeſſions in 
conſequence thereof were artleſs and ſincere, and 
ſuch as more than ever endeared him to my affec- 
—_.----- : | | 
EI had yet to learn the name and quality of my 
deliverer, nor was I without ſome curioſity in re- 
pect to that particular. I however contented myſelf 
with the former, reſerving all enquiry as to the 
latter to ſome more favourable opportunity — 
: | : % Maria» 
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«© Maria, for ſuch was her name, was exceeding- 
ly in patient for ou: ietting ſail. In ſpite of the pre- 
cautiou % 46 vbiciyed to diſgnte herſelf under the 


appearance ci ianhoud, her tears were viſibly de- 


piCtuied in her Counte:.a:ice, ac: did they experience 
any alleviation from the probability of having eluded 
the icarch of cur periecutor h, io prudent an em- 


barkation, but on the contrary every hour witneſſed 
an incrcaie of her apprehenfions and a confirmation 


of her untaſincis. 
I was greaily diſtreſſed to ſee her ſo much ſub- 


ject to the impicilions of terror, and ſtrove by every 


method in my power to allay her fears, by repreſent- 
ing to her the impracticability of putting in executi- 
on, determinations formed in the heat of paſſion, un- 
ripened by judgement and unaſſiſted by reaton, 
«© It was however in vain that I offered theſe 


circumſtances to her conſideration ; ſhe was better 


acquainted than myſelf with the extent of revenge, 
more eſpecially when actuating the boſom of a di- 
appointed woman, as ſhe had been the frequent and 
melancholy evidence of a truth ſo apparent, and 
which gave her every realon to be alarmed, in ſpite 


af all the precaution ſhe bad obſerved, and in ſpite 


of every advantage which our ſituation gave us over 


the malice and reſentment of fo inveterate an enemy. 


„As J found no argument could prevail upon her 
to lay aſide her fears, I retrained from any further at- 


_ tempt of that nature, and contented myſelf with ex- 


erting my intereſt with the Captain to make all the 
expedition he poſſibly could to weigh anchor and 


| proceed on the voyage. Agreeble to my wiſhes, in 


the morning, the wind proving favourable, we hoiſt- 


ed our fails, and in a few hours were out of fight of 


land and free from every danger of revenge, malice, 


CHAP. | 


y 0 F 0 


w Hh 1 Re U 


2 —_—_ 


henſions of danger, the natural vivacity of her 


F 


ren CHILD os MISFORTUNE. 73 


CHAP. * 


Cantaining the Hiſtory of an Aſiatic. The Danger Fa 
5 2111 * Love of Pleaſure, the Deftruttion of | Vir- 


Errors ariſing from an Indulgence irre- 
3 Appetites, A commengable * and a 
aid Retreat. . 


ce HE further we made from ſhore, the 


eater was the ſatisfaction of Maria. Diſ- 


burdend of her cares and no longer under any * 
ooks 

and the genuine cheerfulneſs of her diſpoſition dil- 

covered iiſelf in a manner: at once r en- 

chanting. | 

As there was nothing now in the way to render 


ſuch a requeſt improper, I begged her to preſent me 
with the heads of her hiſtory. This the very readily 
conſented to, and perceiving me attentive, began as 
follows: 


When I tecollect, Sir, that my hiſtory i is blended 


© with that of a woman from whom you received 
* ſuch cruel treatment, ſhort as my narrative is, 1 


© am inclined to wiſh it ſtill ſhorter. However, at 
your requeſt, I ſhall depart from all diſguiſe, nor 
aim at ſuppreſſing a particular which may tend to 


© unravel the ſeemingly myſterious conduct of a 


© woman to whom I have the misfortune to be near- 


* ly related, and notwithſtanding which, one whom 


* of neceſſity I am forced moſt heartily to deteſt. 
In the ifle of Jerſey, about twenty years ago, 
* lived a merchant of French extraction, named 


© Ducane, who by his application to the duties of 


© his profeſſion had realized a conſiderable fortune. 


* To inherit this fortune, he had two daughters, 


Emilia and Pbœbe, the eldeſt about fiftcen years 
* old, and the other ſeven years younger. 
* Monſieur 
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© Monſienr Ducane dying committed them to 
the care and guard:anſhip of a pariicular friend in 
England, who faithtully acquitted himſelf of the 
truſt repoſed in him, and whoſe affairs calling him 
foon after to India (at the urgent requeſt of the 
yourg ladies) readily acquieſced with their offer of 
accompanying him. „%% 

* they had not been long arrived in Aſia, be- 
fore Emilia was fo fortunate as to captivate the af- 


fections of a gentleman of vaſt property, who, 


with her guardian's approbation, publickly paid 
his addreſſes, and ſhortly after married her. 
The only fruit of that marriage was myſelf, nor 
were there any pains or tenderneſs omitted by my 
parents, either in reſpe@ to my education or the 
cultivation of my morals. I will not ſay how far 
I profited by their care; ſuffice it, that they 
were ſatisfied in the reflection that their time and 
expence were not entirely miſapplied. 

My aunt Phœbe began early to manifeſt an am. 
bition which threatened to be productive of the 


moſt fatal conſequences. Towering with pride 


and a ſtrange affectation of ſingularity, ſhe form- 
ed rotions of pleafure highly dangerous and abſurd 
in themſelves, and ſuch as frequently drew on 
her the rebuke of her friends, who were greatly 
concerned on her account, as the ſtrangeneſs of 
her conduct and the violence of her paſſions juſtly 
and naturally occaſioned them to be. 


Nine years had ſhe reſided in this part of the 
world, when the Nabob of Arcot accidentnally ſaw 


her, and, unuſed to ſue, made her a propoſal in 
form, which, as it flattered her pride and ambition, 
ſhe without heſitation very readily accepted. 


That prince's religion not permitting him to 
marry a Chriſtian, the firſt ſacrifice ſhe made to 


power, was the renunciation of her faith. 
| VVV 
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« Eftranged to her relations, loſt to her country, 
© and an apoſtate to her God, ſhe now, unmoleſt- 
ed, rolled in ſenſuality of the groſſeſt kind, and 
© taking every opportunity that afforded an indul- 
* gence to her pleaſures, ſhe laid the foundation of 
© thoſe ſentiments which at preſent ſo eminently diſ- 
© tinguiſh her, and which indicate a final diſbelict 
© of every obligation divine and moral. 
© The Nabob her huſband loved her with a ten- 
© dernefs uncommon in a country where the men are 
© brought up in ſuch abſolute notions of their owr 
© ſupremacy ; he indulged her in whatever ſhe re- 
* quired; he fooliſhly took every occaſion to feed her 
© vanity, and he adminiſtered to her ambition in a 
* manner which at once diſplayed ſomething highly 
weak and contemptibly criminal. 8 
About four years after their union, the Nabob 

c {uddenly died without iſſue. His ſucceſſor, who 
had formed juſt notions of her ambition, immedi- 
© ately ordered her to depart his dominions, fearful 
© that the tranquillity of his ſubj-Qs might be dil- 
turbed by the reſtleſs diſpoſition of a woman, who 
* had frequently afforded proofs of a fondneſs for 
© power and a wiſh to gov een 
This command, which it was impoſſible to re- 
ſiſt, could not fail of ſenſibly mortitying her; her 
pride however was of force compelled to yield 
to the ſuperior ſtrength of princely authority, ard 
ſhe quitted the ſpot which had ſo long borne wit- 
neſs to her greatneſs, with all the reſolution which 
could be ſuppoſed to actuate a breaſt haughty and 
ſtubborn as her own. OE Ef ar. 
In the midſt of theſe meaſures, the newly dig- 
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ſtation, and in conſequence thereof ordered, that 
her jewels and the treaſures ſhe had avaricicuily 
accumulated, ſhould be reſtored her entire and 
without deduction, un. 
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So unexpected a mark of his kindneſs gave her 


every reaſon to be perfeQly ſatisfied, ſeeing ſhe 


was thereby hare to * her grand doctrins 
of pleaſure, which was an object nothing inferior 


to her ambition. 

As ſhe was ignorant of a place of ſafety ſhe re- 
turned to Calcutta, where ſhe was cordially enter- 
tained by her ſiſter and all her old acquaintance, 
who were happy in ſeeing her once more amongſt 
them, and who were emulous who moſt ſhould 


ſtudy to oblige her. 


* vas in the eleventh year of my age, when my 
aunt came to reſide amongſt us. Her fandneſs and 


diſpoſition for pleaſure naturally gained upon a 
mind ſo tender and inexperienced as mine, and 


made me anxious to partake with her in the a- 
muſements which .ſhe was perpetually inventing, 


and for the enjoyment of which ſhe alone ſeemed 


to live. 


As ſhe always expreſſed A particular regard for 


me, ſeldom or ever paying a viſit without taking 
me with her, I very innocently imbibed a partiali- 


ty for her, which partiality ripened by degrees in- 


to an affection equal if not ſuperior to that I en- 


tertained for the authors of my being. 
In this manner I lived till 1 arrived at the age 

of fourteen, when I had the misfortune to loſe 
both my parents by an epidemical fever, which at 
that time was exceedingly rife, and which carried 


off many thouſands, natives as well as Europeans. 


The ſuddenneſs of my father's death gave him 
no time to ſettle his affairs, which from the ex- 


tenſiveneſs of his dealings, were in a very confuſ- 


ed ſituation, and ſuch as required an able head 


properly to regulate, 
* My aunt thinking it improper that I ſhould con- 
tinue any longer 1 in a 1 which could not fail 
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77 
of putting me in mind of my loſs, took a houſe in 


another part of the town, which being leſs retired, 


promiſed to wean me from the ſorrows I experi- 
enced in the recollection of my misfortunes and to 
divert my mind by a variety which would ſerve at 
once to amuſe and pleaſe. 5 

The levity of my aunt often alarmed me, 
through a regard for her reputation and an appre- 
henſion that the malignant interpretations ofa cen- 
ſorious world might ultimately affect myſelf. I had 
often obſerved with pain, that ſince the death of 


my parents ſhe had been leſs cautious of attending 


to appearances than formerly. Uncontroubled, and 


no longer ſubje& to reſtraint, ſhe gave full ſcope 


to the natural volatility of her diſpoſition, to the 
indulgence of her paſſions and the gratification of 


her appetites. 


Our houſe, furniſhed with every conveniency 
for luxury and diſſipation, was a general rendez- 
vous for the gay, the thoughtleſs, and the libidinous. 
The general vices of Europe rendered ſtill more 
contemptible by a conjunction with the weakneſs 
and effeminacy of the Eaſt, ſeemed to have fixed 
their empire in our habitation, where alone they 
reigned with un fading luſtre, and where they bade 
defiance to the attacks of Reaion and the laws of 
Morality. 


II did not however find, that my aunt in the leaſt 
abated in her reſpect for me. She ſtill treated me 


with a kindneſs which ſhewed an unalterable re- 
gard and affection. It is true, her paſſions would 


at times break out in a manner which ſhewed me 


what I had to fear, ſhould I, by a diſobedience to 
her commands, attempt to put any reſtraint upon 
her inclinations ; but, as I had no wiſh to diſpieaſe 


© her, whiſt ſhe kept within the bounds of decency 


and continued to treat me with the civility the 
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nearneſs of my relationſhip to her intiled me to, 
I was under no apprehenſions either of meeting 
with her anger or incurring her diſdain, 

© By the prudent management of thoſe intruſted 


with my father's affairs, the ſurplus of his eſtate, 


after ſatisfying every demand of a public or private 
nature, was ſo far from proving inconſiderable, 
that I found myſelf in poſſeſſion of a fortune great, 
infinitely ſo deyond my deſires. 

© This addition to my wealth, however, afforded 
me no addition to my happineſs. RichesI con- 
ſidered as no further uſeful, than as they tended to 
impower a generous mind in the diſtribution of 
thoſe aids denied the fons and daughters of poverty, 
in promoting the felicity of mankind, and in en- 
deavouring to avert the ſtroke of misfortune from 
falling on the head of undeſerving indigence. 

* During the firſt two years in which I was un- 
der the direction of my aunt, I ſaw little alteration 
in her conduct. Eager in her ſearch for pleaſures, 
ſhe was indifferent in reſpect to the opinion of the 
world ; contenting herſelf with the enjoyments 


ſhe deduced from ſenſual attachments, ſhe paid lit- 


tle attention to me, but giving me full permiſſion 
to paſs my time in the manner which I beſt choſe, 
ſhe exiſted only in a courſe of diſſipation, which 
was at once as weak as reprehenſible. = 
* Devoted body and foul to her ſervice, her do- 
meſtics and attendants were alone ſtudious of her 


| Pleaſures and defires, and although ſhe was no 


longer the favourite of a prince, from their aſ- 
ſiduities ſhe was ſtill in receipt of more than 
princely adulation, with which groſs incenſe ſhe 
was elevated above herſelf, and more and more 


rendered contemptible in the unclouded eyes of 
candour and rationality. w 


Fed by ſuch fulſome flatteries, ſhe in a manner 
forgot herſelf, and, confiding in the praiſes offered 
= her 
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her by her creatures and ſycophants, injudiciouſſy 
fancied ſhe was no longer bound to confine herſelf 
within the limits circumſcribed by human wiſdom. 
for the preſervation of temporal right, but ſacrific- 
ing to her paſſions ſhe proceeded from ſtep to ſtep 
to the final attainment of every gratification ſub- 
verſive of Prudence, Reaſon, and Morality. 

© Every day began at length to diſplay ſome ſcene 
more daring than the preceding. Led away by a 
miſtaken notion of happineſs founded upon the baſis 
of earthly pleaſure, ſhe hourly gave example of a 
depravity of inclination and a profligacy of man- 


ners inexcuſable even in the moſt ſavage diſpoſiti- 


on, and ſuch as indicated a total abſence of reflec- 
tion and heart entirely eſtranged to the principles 
of humanity, | . 

© I had often obſerved, that amongſt the many 


new faces which her wiles and artifices had made 


ſubſervient to her pleaſures, few, if any, continued 


long in her favour. In a moment, without allow- 


ing them to reflect on their folly, in the hour of 
diſſipation and in the midſt of their dream of hap- 
pineſs, rendered more pleaſing by the perſuation of 
fancied ſecurity, they have been hurried away, no 
one knew whither, to make room one for who had 
probably no other recommendation than novelty, 
and who, pleaſed with the partiality ſhewn him, 
has fooliſhly imagined that his felicity was durable 
and immortal. IE 
© Mamoud, who beheld her conduct with deteſ- 
tation and abhorrence, though unable properly to 
expreſs his indignation at her proceeding, at length. 
made me acquainted with ſome part of her actions 
and behaviour, which at once filled me with aſto- 
niſhment and the moſt poignant uneaſfineſs. 
* He informed me that my aunt, when grown 
ſatiated with her admirers, would unexpectedly, 
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© in the dead of the night, convey them, how much 
© ſoever againſt their will, to a houſe ſhe had pur- 


© chaſed about twenty miles off, where, attended 
© by thoſe only who had ſworn to obey her com- 
* mands, ſhe diſpatched them as the credulous vic- 


© tims of her luſt, © o that bourn, from whence 0 


« traveller returns,” and where ſhe was aſſured they 

could never be by their re- appearance operate to 
the prejudice of her character or the | interruption 

of her ſenſuality. 

© I was thunderſtruck with the ae he had 

communicated to me, and was determined no 

longer to remain under the roof of a monſter who 


ſtick at nothing in the indulgence of her paſſions, 
or the gratification of her deſires. 

* Convinced of her propenſity to wickedneſs, 
which appeared to be grafted in her very foul, I 
was even fearful of my own ſafety. ITlonged moreo- 
ver to viſit England, of which I had ſo frequently 


„ © ® 


the reſidence of every ſocial virtue. This incli- 
6 


© of making my eſcape from her and truſting to 


Providence for an agreeable ſettlement, remote 
© from a place whichtcemed with ſo many crimes 
* as ſcemed to realize the fables of old, and bid 
* defiance to the judgement and juſtice of the Al- 


* mighty. 
had not formed this determination many hours 


before Mamoud acquainted me, that this ſtain to 


her {cx had procured another victim, who, it was 


more than probable, would in a fe days ſhare the 


© fate of thoſe wha had gone before him, and, un- 


© leſs prevented, ſwell the catalogue of her iniquities- 


by afreſh murder. 


My blood ran chill at the idea, and I was re- 
: ores, if poſſible, to prevent it. I enquired par- 
« - ticularly 


was capable of the blackeſt crimes, and who would 


heard my parents ſpeak as the land of liberty and 


nation determined me to take the firſt opportunity 
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- ticularly into the circumſtances of this new amour, 
and learnt with pleaſure, that the preſent object of 
her paſſion had reſolution ſufficient to withſtand 
her ſolicitations, and to treat her ſcheme of pleaſure 
with the contempt ſo groſs and improbable a fyſtem 
merited. | 
I was likewiſegiven to underſtand, that highly 
* exaſperated at the mortification ariſing from ſo un- 
expected and unuſual a diſappointment to her hopes, 
© ſhe had decreed, that he ſhould experience her 
power and the weight of her reſentment, which 
thereat the had in part executed by commuting 
© him bound to a noiſome dungeon, where he had 
© then exiſted upwards of a fortnight, without a hope 
of relief from the interference of any other power 

© than that of death. „ 5 
I enquired ſtill further reſpecting the ſtation of 

the perſon who had ſo unfortunately fallen into 


* the ſnare which ſhe had laid for the unwary and 
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_ *-1mprudent, but who, I hoped, would perievere, 


* whatever might be the conſequence, to reject her 
« overtures and withſtand the many r 
which it might be expected ſhe would throw ift 
© the way of his ambition, and thereby preſerve in- 
Violate the efteem ſuch conduct merited in the 
hearts of the good and virtuous, = 
By the means of Mamoud I learnt, in reply, 
that he was a gentleman who had arrived in India 
in a public capacity, and who propoſed returning 
ſoon to England, for which purpoſe he was mak- 
ing every preparation when this unhappy accident 
happened to defeat his intentions and render every 
* fond idea, which he had probably flattered himſelf 
with ſpeedily realizing, vain and nugatory. Os. 
Having thus made myſelf miſtreſs of every ne- 
ceſſary particular relative to his family and con- 
nections, I enquired of Mamoud in what manner 
| | D 4 © there 
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* there app ared the greateſt probability of ſuecour- 


* ing him, which I not only wiſhed to do from a 
* principle of humanity, but the more ſo, as I hoped 
thereby to effect what I had ſo long and unprofita- 
* bly ſighed for, I mean—a vifit to England. 

_ © Mamoud, after having dwelt a conſiderable time 


* on the dangers attending an attempt of that ſort, 
informed me that he was ready to riſk his life in 


* my ſervice whenever I ſhould pleaſe to put his 


0 fidelity to the trial, and that if I would ſuffer my- 


© ſelf to be governed by him, he would be anſwera- 
dle to execute whatever I might enjoin him to 


© the performance of, with the ſame zeal as he would 
ſerve himſelf. 


* Thoroughly ſatisfied of his ſincerity, I willing- 


the leaſt reaſon to repent of the confidence placed 


ment. | 


* Early the following-morning he provided a pal- 
_ © lanquin, upon which, with the aſſiſtance of ſome 


* Moors, he conveyed me to the antiquated manſion 
F which my aunt. had choſen as the ſcene of her 


© barbarities. 


* Ibeheld it with horror, and fo ſtrong an impreſ- 


ſion did Mamoud's intelligence make upon me, 


* that I trembled with apprehenſion as 1 approached 


ſuitable to the occaſion of my viſit. 


exepectedly and without invitation, and unable to 


on, what was my intention, and what the urgent 
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A 


tive which influenced my conduct, that finding 
1 myſelf 


ly ſubmitted myſelf to his direction, nor have 1 


in him, or the commiſſion I left to his manage- 


it, unable to conform myſelf with a reſolution 
* My aunt was aſtoniſhed at my preſence ſo un- : 
ſuppreſs her anger, ſhe enquired with ſome emoti- 

buſineſs that drew me thither ? = 


I anſwered her, with a diſſimulation juſtifiable 
only in the conſideration of the commendable mo- 
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myſelf at a loſs to account for her abſence fo long, 
© and being apprehenſive that ſhe was ill, I could 
© no longer refrain from ſome enquiry reſpecting 
© her, by which means I had gained the knowledge 
© of her reſidence, and was come in conformity to 
my duty to pay my reſpeQs to her. | 
II could eaſily perceive, that my preſence was 
productive of very viſible uneaſineſs to her, and 
that ſhe would gladly have diſpenſed with my at- 
* tendance at ſo critical a juncture, for reaſons which 
I could very readily gueſs at. | 
© However, as there was no method of remedy- 
ing it, and as ſhe couid not well ſnew any reſent- 
ment at a meaſure which ſeemed to owe its birth 
to duty and affection, ſhe made a virtue of neceſ- 
«ſity, and gave me a welcome, which, however 
cool, was nevertheleſs as much as I could expect 
from a mind already ſuffering under the ſting of 
* diſappointment and overwhelmed with the morti- 
* fication ariſing from pride inſulted and power con- 
* nes. | 5 
„ At night, with the aſſiſtance of Mamoud, I 
*- gained the maſtery of the dungeon, where I found 
5- you, Sir, in a manner which you yourſelf are the 
© beſt able to deſcribe, You know the remainder 
* of that adventure, but cannot from the moſt im- 
perfect idea of the joy I experienced in ſetting you 
at liberty. It was in ſhort ſuch as no tongue can 
* deſcribe, nor no pencil can paint! = 
* The inſtant you was miſfed, my aunt was like 
one diſtracted : ſhe flew up and down the houſe 
like a fury: ſhe raved herſelf into ircoherency and 
* madneſs, and could not without difficulty be re- 
* ſtrained from laying violent hands upon herſelf. 
L afterwards learnt, that the very night of your 
eſcape was that which ſhe had decreed ſhould be 
| your laſt, and had not Heaven providentially put 
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© it into my mind to attempt your delivery, it is 
* more than probable that you would, before this, 
© have been mixed with your mother earth, as in- 
«ſenſible to the pleaſures as the pains of moratlity, 
and no longer 1 9 5 to the cares and. the troubles 
© incidental to a life of vexation, grief, and uneaſi- 


© neſs. 
As her paſſions ſubſided, her jealouſy increaſed : 


© -ſhe ſuſpected that I was concerned in your eſcape 


yet was ſa circumſtanced as to be unwilling to pro- 


© ceed to interrogatories, fearful of the event of en- 
* quiries which might in the end terminate to her 
s own diſadvantage, and which at beſt could not 


_ © poſſibly afford either food for her vanity, or mat- 
© ter for her revenge. 


| © She had, however, been liberal in her threats 
«© of executing the moſt ſevere-puniſhment upon any 


4 one whom ſhe might detect in having favoured 


your flight, and as Mamoud had not ſince been 


© heard of, he was concluded to have been one, if 
not the principal inſtrument of her diſappoint- 
ment, and as ſuch, was for ever debarrei the hope 


of regaining her favour. In the mean time every 
engine was. employed that promiſed to facilitate 
the means of getting you once more in her pow- _ 


er; nor have I any doubt of her ſucceſs, had you 


© continued much longer on ſhore, expoſed as you 
thereby were to her artifices and deſperate machi- 
. © nations, and incapable of withſtanding or even diſ- 

© covering the many nets ſhe would have ſpread for 


your hurt and final deſtruction. 
Finding there was no probability of expecting 


© any peace or ſecurity with a woman of ſuch infam- 


5 ous principles, I was confirmed in my former de- 
* termination of leaving her, and of relying on your 
to Europe.— I am happy 
© that I have not been miſtaken in the opinion [ 


formed 
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formed of your honour, and ſhall with pleaſure 
© purſue a voyage which procures me the protection 
of a gentleman who is engaged to afford it me, if 
not by inclination, at leaft by every obligation of 
© frendſhip, honour, and gratitude.” 


CHAP. XI. 


Reflections ow the Uncertainty of buman Determinati- 
ont. Deſcription of a Sen-Pight. The Death of Mu. 
ria. An Arrival in England: A Proviſion againſt 
the Accidents of Fortune, and a long Abſence repaid- 
in the Endearments of Conjugal Love. 


he -AVING finiſhed her hiftory, I thanked” 
H her for the trouble ſhe had been at in the re- 
cital, and greatly pleaſed to think I had ſo luckily 
eſcaped the dangers which ſo immediately ſurround. 
ed me, I thought I ſhould never ſufficiently have ex- 
preſſed the ſincerity of my gratitude to her, due from 
the recolleQion of the ſerviee ſhe had rendered me, 
a ſervice which had reſtored me from the jaws of 
death to the enjoyment of liberty, life, and fortune. 
* In return for the ready compliance ſhe had 
ſhewn to my requeſt, L prefented her with the par- 
ticulars of my life, together with the hiſtory of my 
marriage, which ſhe heard with attention and moiſt- 
ened with a tear, as a token of ſenſihility due to our 
unfortunate loves. 3 : 5 
My Fanny too did not go without her ſniare of 
praiſe. Her beauties and her thouſand amiable quali- 
ties gained upon my tongue in a tranſport of joy, im- 
poſſible to be conceived by the eold;, dull heart of 
ſenſeleſs indifference, and ſuch: as only ſprurg:from 
the genuine effuſions of a. ſoul: warmed into adinira- 
on by the knowledge of her worth and a ſenſe of her 
virtues. | j; 3 Dy ln gf 
Maria heard the encomium of my Fanny with 
| Pleaſure. 


_ cried, or blinded by the miſt of 1 


dle avarice. 5 

In this manner Maria was pleaſing herſelf with 
the idea of eſtabliſhing an unalterable friendſhip with 
my wife: it was an innocent idea, and I was myſelf 
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pleaſure, and wiſhed herſelf happy in her friendſhip | 


and acquaintance; a wiſh I moſt ſincerely joined in 
from an obſervation I had made of a ſimilarity of 
diſpoſition in the two, which promiſed the moſt per- 


manent eflabliſhment, and ſuch as, if grafted on 


ſentiment, bade fair to outlive the turf which moul- 
ders on the coffins of the proud and ſcornful. 
«© But alas, how vain are the ſpeculations of mere 


mortals! We look. forwards in expectation of happi= 


neſs, when, upon the very eve of enjoyment, we find 
ourſelves fatally diſappointed and whelmed in the 
ruins which our narrow eyes, incapable of ſtretching 
beyond the bounds of earthly proſpects, never deſ- 
po they could 


never be ſufficiently armed again 
Hence the romantic dreams of age: toiling and 


toiling without a moment to ſpare, laying up for fu- 


turity without partaking of the pleaſures of preſent 


enjoyment.— 


Till life flies from us like an idle dream,” and 
ſhews us that all our care is covetouſneſs, and all our 


prudence founded an the baſis. of intereſt:and inſatia- 


happy in encouraging her. in an expeQation ſo pro- 


bable; till in a ſingle moment, every determination, 


formed by too creative an imagination, was for ever. 


| Joſt in the ocean of. misfortune and diſappointment. 


« It was in the midſt of a bloody and expenſive: 


war betwixt France and England, that we were pur-. 


ſuing our paſſage, and ſcarcely had we got clear of 


the 7 of Bengal, before we perceived a ſhip crowd- 


ing all her ſails and bearing down upon us in a man-. 
ner which plainly ſhewed us their intentions. * 


As ours, however, was a fine veſſel, and no 
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ways deficient either in men, arms, or amunition, 


the captain bravely, though imprudently, reſolved to 
exchange a ſhot with them whatever might be the 
conſequence to his employers or paſſengers, and in 
conformity to his reſolution gave inſtant orders for 
clearing the decks and making every preparation for 
an engagement. 
© The men, wittran activity and readineſs really 


aſtoniſhing and ſuch as plainly ſpoke their approba- 


tion of the ſervice, executed his orders to a tittle, and 
every thing being now prepared, we lay to, in ex- 
peQation of their coming, and with the intention of 
giving them a warm reception. 

* | cautioned Maria, upon no pietence to make 


her appearance, but to compoſe herſe!f as well as ſhe 
could below till the event was known. As for me, 
my honour forbade my ſecreting myſelf at a time 


when my country required my little ſervices, and 
when we were all expoſed to dangers which aſked 
every aſſiſtance to avert. „ 

« was, it is true, under ſome apprehenſion in 
reſpect to Maria, as ſne had invariably adhered to her 
diſguiſe, which would, I perceived, in our preſent 


ſituation, unfortunately opperate to her prejudice. 


Neither had J juſt then opportunity or inclina- 
tion to devulge a ſecret of ſuch importance to the 


captain, which might have aecounted for the fears 


that were but too evidently impreſſed on her counte- 
nance, and might have reconciled that officer to a 


conduct ſomewhat incompatible with the character 


ſhe uſurped. | | 


. In about half an hour after we had waited in 
expeCation of them, the enemy approached within 


piſtol ſhot, and gave us an opportunity of being 


fatisfied of her rank and ſtrength. 


She mounted fxty-four carriage guns and ap- 


peared in every reſpect ſo formidable that the captain 


began 
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began to repent of his ardour; but however, as re- 
pentance would avail little, ſituated as we then were, 

he ordered every man to his poſt, and an + few ſe- 
. the engagement began. 

*© It was as bloody a one for the time it laſted, as 
that ſea was ever witneſs to, Two thirds of our men 
were either killed or wounded, and the whole ſhip: 
bore more reſemblance of x ſlaughter-houſe than that 
of any one thing beides. 

Of the enemy's loſs it is impoſhble properly to 
form an eſtimate ; but from circumſtances it ſhould 
appear to far from inconſiderable. Their ſails cut into 
atoms, their main maſt ſprung by the board, and 
their whole appearance gave the molt inconteſtible 
proof of horror and maſlacre. 

& [In the heat of the action, whilft both ſides were 
vigorouſly employed in an obſtinate exertion of their 
power and bravery, Maria, who was terrified with 

the noiſe of the artillery and the cries of the wound- 
ed, unmindful of the council I had offered her and 
uamindful of the regard ſhe ought to have cheriſhed 
for her own ſafety, wildly fle upon deck; ſhe look- | 
ed round in vain tor me, and not perceiving me con- 
cluded I was amongſt the dead. : 
Frantic with this imagination, ſhe ran up and 

down making the moſt lamentable cries, expoſed to 
every danger and inſenſible to the horrors which on 
every hand ſurrounded her. 

In this manner did ſhe fiy from place to place, 
unceaſing in her tears and loud in her exclamations, 
till a ball from the enemy in a moment extended her 
at her length and deprived her of her life. 5 

Heavens! what did I experience the inſtant I 
was informed of her deſtiny |— It is too much ! It 
ſurpaſſes deſcription! _ | 
„ Mamoud, who was a melaneholy evidence 
of my nnen the tribute end | 
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paid to the memory of his miſtreſs's virtues: it was 
a tribute due to her many perfections, to her huma- 
nity, and to her thouſand amiable qualities. 

& I ran over in mind the obligations I lay under 
to her, the reſtoration of my liberty and the preſerva- 

tion of my life: I ſaw her cut off untimely in the 
infancy of her days and in the bloom of beauty; 1 
faw it with pain, and I melted at the recollection. 

© It was in vain I endeavoured to comfort myſelf 
with the reflection that I was no was acceſſary to 
her misfortunes. Her untimely end perpetually in- 

truded on my mind, and | as often accuſed myſelf 
with ingratitude in not having continued with her 
during an action, which it was but natural to ſup- 
poſe could not fail of ſubjecting her to the impreſſions 
of terror, 

* After the engagement had continued for the 
ſpace of three glaſſes, the enemy, tired of attempting 
any longer to ſubdue us by force of their ſuperior 
numbers made off, W.e were not in a condition to 
purſue them, as the loſs we had already ſuſtained 
was much more than we knew well how to bear, and: 
ſhouid we be able to make ourſelves maſter of the * 
we had not hands ſufficient to navigate a op of her 

ſize to Europe, : 

4 Theſe conſiderations induced us to relinquiſh - 
every further attempt and ſimply content ourſelves - 
with the honour we had purchaſed in an action, 
Where, in ſpite of the diſadvantages we laboured un- 
der in having to encounter a greater weight of metal 
and a ſuperiority of numbers, we nevertheleſs ſo far 
triumphed as to oblige them to leave us without e 
 fefting the intention of their viſit. 
We met with nothing worth relating during 
the reſt of our voyage, which we compleated in 
much ſhorter time than uſual, and arrived in 
England towards the latter end of the year, much 
tathe ſajisfaQion of every one on board. 


„% The 
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© The jewels Maria had intruſted me with, IL 
had treaſured with the greateſt care, and was only 
miſerable im the refle&ion that ſhe was no longer ca- 
pable of receiving them from me. 

* Their uncommon value rendered me undeter- 
mined in what manner I ought to diſpoſe of them. 
My honour. would not permit me to appropriate 
them to my own emolument, and as I was ignorant 
of any relation ſhe had in Europe to whom I might 
deliver them, I knew not how to act. 

l determined however to viſit the iſland of Jer- 
ſey, for the purpoſe of finding if Monſieur Ducane 
had left any one of his family to whom I might with 
propriety preſent the precious relics of a fortune 
rendered more valuabie in having once belonged to 
one of the moſt worthy of her ſex. Should I beſo 
happy as to ſucceed in my endeavours, I'doubted not 
but ſuch an acquiſition would prove acceptable, and 
the pleaſure. I promiſed myſeli in having it in my 
power to beſtow the bleſſing of competency on an 
individual, was nothing inferior to that which I 
might have experienced in the actual poſſeſſion of 
every ſatisfaction which the moſt avaricious could 
poſſibly ſigh. for, %%ͤ;; 

% By an invariable attention to commerce J had, 
during my laſt ſhort reſidence in India, gained a 
conſiderable addition to my fortune, which I was 
the more pleaſed with as it afforded - me the means 
of providing for my Fanny in a manner more ſuita- 
ble to my affection and her merits. 1 

I wiſhed to make her independent of the world, 
which was the more neceſſary as the way of life in 
which I was, againſt my inclination, engaged, ſub- 
je ed me to athouſand accidents, every one of which 
would affect her more or leſs as ſhe-was dependent 
upon me for a ſubſiſtence. 2 HS 
The humanity of the unfeeling part of man- 
kind I knew to be ſuperior to every other quality: W 
ON Joid 


vain. 


the ſtings of diſappointment. 
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void of candour or charity they view every thing 
with a malignant eye, and are only happy as they 
find food for their illiberality and ill-nature. 

* Convinced as I was of my Fanny's excellencies 
and the natural goodneſs of her heart, I was never- 
theleſs miſerable when I reflected on the misfortunes 
to which ſhe was expoſed by my abſence, and the 
uncharitable inſinuations of thoſe who, ſtrangers 
themſelves to virtue, malicioufly interpret every ac- 
tion however innocent, or even exemplary, into 
ſomething criminal, and endeavour to blacken every 
character with the infamy which alone belongs to 
themſelves. 3 

„ RefleQing on this, I was determined to ſet her 


on a footing which might bid defiance to the finger 


of reproach, and whereby ſhe might ſtand unmoved 
amidſt the {corn of the proud and the cenſure of the 


at length ſafely landed once more in 


ho WM 
England, I repaired to Lord Meanwell, who re- 


_ ceived me in a manner which ſhewed how great a 
ſhare ] poſſeſſed in his eſteem. He aſked a thouſand 


queſtions in reſpe& to the ſituation of my affairs, to 
all which, I returned him the moſt ſatisfaQory an- 
ſwers I was capable of, and with which he appear- 
ed greatly pleated. 5 „ 

As I was unwilling to give him cauſe of ſuſpi- 
cion, I deferred my viſit to Fanny till the morning, 


for the ſpeedy arrival of which I prayed with the 


molt fervent zeal and eagerneſs, | 
«© Early on the ſucceeding day 1 ſet out for her 


| abode, which I ſoon reached and in a few minutes 
dound myſelf in her arms, amply recompenced for all 
the pain I had endured in fo long an abſence, and 


raiſed at once ſuperior to the frowns of fortune, and 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The Delicocier of mutual Paſſion. The Exceſs of fa- 


therly Affection, and another Trip to the Oriental 
World. 


"Tis impoſſible to expreſs the j joy I experienc- 
ed at this meeting: it was a happineſs I had 
being wiſhing for, and on which my every hee 
was immoveabley fed. | 
During the 1 time of our ſeparation, my 
aſſections had never wandered even a moment from 
ber, the object of my earlieſt paſſion, and whom I 
ſtill loved with a purity of ſentiment which nothing 
could change or in the leaſt diminiſh. 
„ The broken ſighs, aud balf-formed ſyllables, - 
the inſtantaneous and involuntary exclamations and 
_ expreſſions of joy which eſcaped us in the firſt period 
of our tranſport, gave the moſt incontrovertible 
proofs of a reality of paſſion unknown to the mere 
ſenſualiſt, and only to be imagined by thoſe hearts 
which are acquainted with the refmements of mutu- 
al affeQtion and the delicacies of conjugal love. 
And am I indeed bleſſed once more with the 
« ſight of thee ?”? ſaid ſne, Gracious Heaven, 
« accept my thanks long, - very long have- 
I ſighed for this happineſs, and when I leaſt en- 
< pected it, I am in an Inſtant reſtored to the en- 
joyment of every bleſſing which this world can 
afford me, in the poſſeſſion of OY lord !— 
« my huſband? 
„The emotion of her ſoul was too great, and 
ſhe was unable to proceed. 
_. 56 Perceiving how much ſhe was 5 I en- 
deavoured to compoſe her ſpirits by reminding her, 
that [ n to have has the pleaſure of embrac- 


ing 
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ing our little offspring, in whoſe innocent careſſes 


I hoped to enjoy the recollection of our former loves 


and to experience the pleaſing ſatisfaction ariſing. 


from fatherly regard. 


& In leſs time than I had taken to make known 


my deſire, I beheld them before me. Let thoſe 


who can form a right conception of the tranſport 


and tenderneſs which muſt aQuate the breaſt of a 
parent in ſuch a ſituation, gueſs what I felt It 


was ſuch as bids defiance to the powers of deſcripti- 


on and borrows no graces from the pencil of ſcience. 

„ My Edward |—my Louiſa |—names for ever 
dear to this heart, With what rapture did I behold 
your growing beauties !—I ſaw in you, all that 


could help to convey delight to the fond breaſt of a 
father !—I perceived in you every increaſing excel-- 
lence that ſeemed calculated to flatter the partiality 
of a parent, and I embraced vou with an ardour: 
which could only exiſt in the ſincerity of paternal af- 


fection and the exceſs of indulgent tenderneſs. 
“The ſatisfaCtion I experienced in the contem- 


plation of their innocence, Was amply ſhared by my 


Fanny, who was doubly pleaſed to behold my foud- 


neſs for her children, as it betokened the continuance. 


of my love for herſelf, I thought I ſhould never 


have been tired of gazing on them. I endeavoured- 
to direct my attention to ſome other object, but 


vain was the attempt, my fancy ſtill dwelt upon the 
fruits of our loves, and I was loſt in a tranſport of 
delight. 


I remained a fond partaker in theſe domeſtic 


joys undiſturbed by the encroachments of vulgar 
paſſions and prejudices, until my memory called me 
to a recollection of the fair though unfortunate. 


Maria. | 


The taſk I had voluntarily enjoyned myſelf to 


the performance of, relative to the diſpoſal of her 
jewels, I thought it now time to put into execution. 


Id 


prevailed: upon to receive ſuch a mark of my regard. 
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* I had made my Fanny acquainted with her vir- 
tues and the ſingular obligations I lay under to her, 
and we had mingled our tears together as a token of 
our regard for her worth and as a tribute devoted to 
her misfortunes. | 

A generous mind never fails to ſympathize 
with, and feel for the diſtreſſes of the unfortunate. 
Juſt ſo it was with my wife; ſhe ſaw how greatly I 
dewailed the accident which bereaved me of Maria, 
and ſhe heartily joined in lamenting a circumſtance 


v hich deprived me of a cheerful moment. 


Having diſpatched a truſty meſſenger to Jerſey, 


1 there learnt that Monſieur Ducane had no relation 


hving on that ifland, nor could I gain any intelli- 
gence which promiſed to afford me an opportunity 


of fulfilling my intention. 


„I conſeſs, that ſo far from being pleaſed with 
this information, I was exceedingly uneaſy, as the 
jewels would only ſerve to remind me of a loſs 
which never failed of making me melancholy, and 


which no reſolution of mine, however maturely 


formed, could overcome, or thoroughly diſperſe. 
* As I could not, upon repeated enquiries, hear 

of any one who of right was intitled to them, I at. 

laſt determined to ſell. them, and appropriate the mo- 


ney ariſing therefrom to the purpoſe of purchaſing | 


an annuity for Fanny. | 8 

„This was what I had long wiſhed to execute; 
and happy in an opportunity that gave me the 
means thereof, I fold them for the ſum of thirteen _ 


thouſand pounds, which I laid out in a manner 
that promiſed to render my wife in future indepen- 


dent of the world, and to afford her a ſhelter from 
the accidents of fortune and from the hand of. 
want. | | | 


It was with the utmoſt reluctance ſhe could be 


She 
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She begged that I would refrain from a proof, which 
though expreſſive of my love, was yet ſuch as ſhe 
could not accept without pain, 

It was a delicate ſtruggle, and I was forced to 
inſiſt on her compliance, which at length ended i in 
the manner I wiſhed. 

% My uncle, who had not entirely relinquiſhed 
his matrimonial plottings in my favour, determined 
to try once more how I was inclined to reliſh his 
ſcheme, which he had to urgently though vainly 
recommended before to me. 

% aſſured him that my ſentiments remained 
immoveably the ſame, nor was there any fear that 
they would change. 

The old peer was rather mortified at my ob- 
ſtinacy, and the cavalier manner in which I had 
treated his propofal—and raturally attributed my 
behaviour to a prepoſſeſſion in favour of ſome one 
of inferior birth, and whoſe family and connections 
had made me aſhamed to acquaint him with my 
aſſion. 

* I conſequence of this perſuaſion, he remind- 
ed me of the voluntary promiſe I had made him, 
and gave me to underſtand, that he expected I ſhould 
ſacredly obſerve What I had ſo deliberately pledged 
my honour to the performance of, 

I bluſhed at the recollection of what my paſſion 
had prompted me to: it was the ſudd-n imoulſe 
ariſing from the conviction of having done wrong.— 
By wRON GI mean not marrying, but in having 
3 1 bound myſelf unaſked and unſolitited to 
that which my inclination, my love, and my affec- 
tion, all alike rendered impoſſible for me to abide 
by. 

8 — with his Lordſhip gave me 
however to ſee the inflexibility of his diſpoſition, and 
| bow l difficult | it . be ever to recon- 


cile 


f 
* 
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cile him to a meaſure which was ſo contrary to his 
wiſh, his will, and his approbation. 

* Indifferent in reſpect to the opinion he might 
form of the motive that induced me to a be- 
haviour, apparently ſo extraordinary, I more than 
ever determined to keep my marriage a ſecret from 
him. I knew he would be unwearied in his endea- 
vours to diſcover what it was my deſire to conceal, 
and impreſſed with this belief, I was extreme] 

. cautious in my motions, and acted in every reſpe 

in a manner the moſt likely to avoid ſuſpicion, and 
ſo as to enſure a continuance of the happineſs which 
I had ſo long uninterrnptedly enjoyed with my Fanny. 

«© Mamoud to whoſe fidelity I had been fo much 
indebted as to render it difficult for me to make him 
a r<cempence adequate to his merit and the extent 
of my own inclination, was ſtill with me, His aſ- 
ſiduity and obliging diſpoſition endeared him more 
and more to my affection, and I took every oppor- 
tunity to convince him of my invariable eſteem, and 
of the ſenſe I entertained of his paſt ſervices 

The acknowledgement he made to theſe ex- 
preſſions of my regard, was artleſs and unconſtrained, 
and ſuch as ſpoke his ſincerity in terms beyond the 
reach of art or the poliſhed periods of grace or elo- 
cution. . 
* To keep Lord Meanwell in ignorance of my 
matrimonial connections, I adviſed Fanny to procure 

the children a place in the country, where they 
might be taken care of without running any hazard 
of detection from the vigilance of his Lordſhip, who, 
I was fearful, had ſome ſuſpicion of the real cauſe of 
my averſion to his deſire, and would in conſequence 
thereof exert every endeavour to promote a diſco- 
very. „ 3 

„By the care we mutually obſerved, we ſoon 
heard of a retired ſituation within a few miles of 

. ZE 3 town, 
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town, agreeable to the wiſhes we had formed, and 
' ſuch as promiſed to afford every convenience which 
we ſought for, equally in teſpect to health, air, or 
privacy. 
«« Here, much to our fatisfaQtion, we placed our 
little Edward and Louiſa, who every day diſcovered 
ſome new perfection, and viſibly enereaſed in ſtrength 
and beauty, which was ſeen by their fond parents 
with all the tranſport naturally ariſing from a prof- 
pedct ſo flattering.— - e 
1 had now continued in England a full year, 
. when my preſence became once more neceſſary in 
India. f 
„ To deſcribe the ſcene at parting would be as 
difficult as unneceſſary, as it was but a repetition of 
what I have before deſcribed. 
My Fanny was again urgent with me to per- 
mit her to accompany me, which however I power- 
fully oppoſed, and was determined upon no account 
to give my conſent to. | | 
„ Recommending Louiſa to her care and ten- 
derneſs, I propoſed taking Edward with me, 
as his preſence would ſerve to preſerve in my 
mind the remembrance of the joys I had once been 
partaker of with my Fanny, and help to diſpeiſe the 
anxieties which might otherwife intrude upon my 
quiet in the hour of reflection and in the day of 
trouble. 55% 
My wife uſed no endeavour to oppoſe my in- 
clination, as ſhe well knew that my tendernels for 
him was nothing inferior to her own ; and as ſhe 
had the ſatisfaction of retaining Louiſa, ſhe the more 
willingly reconciled herſelf to the loſs of her ſon, for 
whoſe voyage I began making every neceſſary pre- 
paration. „ 
Lord Meanwell was happy at ſindindg me ſo 
readily diſpoſed to return to Aſia: he conſidered 
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my facility as a proof of the Obedience I owed to his 
pleaſure, and the lenle I icia.ned ot his kindneſs and 
attention to my intereſt. 

* As I h.d {eiled my Fanny in a ſtate of inde- 
pendency, I was the leſs afflicted at the thoughts of 
leaving her. She was now in poſſeſſion of a compe- 
tency ſufficient to ſupply all her wiſhes, and even 
ſai as would indulge her beyond her diſpoſition or 
deſires. She was agreeably ſituated at home, her 
houſe replete with every convenience, and her do- 
meſtics faithful to her intereft, and ſhe had nothing 

to lanient but the accident which ſeparated us and 
the cruelty of our fate, which hindered us from 
publickly declaring a connection which originated in 
love and ſubſiſted in invariable affection. 

* Having taken leave of Lord Meanwell, who 
gave me a plenitude of advice, in reſpect to the re- 
gulation of my conduct, and the advancement of my 
fortune, I repaired to my Fanny, who was bathed | 
in tears at the proſpect of my ſo ſpeedy departure. 

J endeavoured to allay her grief by the 3 
of ſeeing her again as ſoon as my affairs would 
mit, and accompanied by my little Edward, wha 
with difficulty I ſevered from the embraces of his 
mother, I repaired on board. 

I ſhall avoid all unneceſſary deſcription, and only 
remark, that in a few hours after our embarkation, 
the wind proving favourable, we ſet ſai! and ſafely 
arrived with very little accident, once more, at the 

place of our deſtination. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP: Xl. 
| An Attempt at domeſtic Caracature. Food for the Am- 


bitious, The Tear of Senſfibility not to be deſpiſed. A 
1 Viſit io a Daughter, and a melancholy Prediction. 


EDIOUS as the voyage was, my little 

Edward enjoyed his health uninterruptedly, 

a —— which adminiſtered the moſt pleaſing 

ſatis faction to his fond father, whoſe every hope was 

divided betwixt his love for his wife and his affecti- 
on for his children. 

4 With the utmoſt care I attended to his educa- 
tion, and had the happineſs to 3 the moſt pro- 
miſing expectancies in return for my labour, which 

I flattered myſelf with finding repaid with an abun- 

dant harveſt. - 
Eight years did I continue in India, nor was 1 
in that time inattentive to my fortune, which I great- 
ly increaſed, and which only afforded me pleaſure, as 

it gave me the means to make a proviſion for theſe 

l loved above every other thing this world afforded. 

„During this interval, I heard often from my 
wife, whole expreſſions beipoke an invariable paſſion, 
impoſſible for time to alter or in the leaſt diminith. 

T be joy Iexperienced at thoſe proots of her affecti- 
on ſurpaſſes the deſcription; nor were my replies lets 
calculated to convince her of a mutual. regard, which 

| 1 more than ever cherithed, and which 1 was deter- 

mined to preſerve as the Fans” and moit incontel- 
table proof of my unalterable love. | 
At the expiration of this period, I once more 
returned to England, and found my happineſs re- 
newed in the poſſe ſſion of her whom it was my with 
and my ſtudy to pleaſe and oblige, 
be reception I met with from her was qi 
Vor. II. E to 
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to my moſt flattering ideas, and even ſuperior to my 
expeQation, 

1 Notwithſtanding che time that had elapſed ſince 
I firſt had been bleſſed with the ſight of her, ſhe had 
— very lutle alteration, either in mind or 

on. 

Her beauty was yet in its meridian : the roſes 
ot her cheeks were ſtill blooming and in a ſtate of 
unfading excellence, and the 2 of her eyes 
put the Mill of the lapidary to the bluſh. 

66 'The ferenity of her foul was alone a fit com- 
panien for the perfections of her perſon, 8 to 
the low groveling paſſions which actuate the breaſts 
of the vain and vulgar, and unacquainted with the 
narrow prejudices which guide the determinations of 
the mean and intereſted, the towered with a dignity 
of nt that at once rebuked the buſy tongue 
of licentiouſneſs into ſilence and reſpe&, and impreſſ- 

ed the ſpeQater with an opinion of her worth and an 
admiration of her virtues. 
I had thought it beſt to leave Edward behind. 
 Familiarized to the Eaſt, he had no conception of 
his native land, nor had he remaining any recolleQi- 
on of the ſcenes of his infancy, 


„Former tanſactions appeared to him as a dream, 


and, happy in his forgetfulne ſs, I conſidered this cir- 


cumſtance as the molt. fortunate that could happen, 
as he was now in his thirteenth year, and I wiſhed 
e purſue his commercial attempts, to the road of 
which young as he was, I had already introduce d him, 
and which could not fail in the end of proving bene- 
| icial to his intereſt. 
4 Fanny indeed was herein greatly diſappointed, 
as ſhe had Faed her heart on ſeeing him, and her un- 
eaſineſs at finding her expectations deceived was al- 
moſt inexpreſſible. Her fondneſs for her children 
made her interpret my condudd 1 into an unkindneſs 


Which 
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which my heart was a ſtranger to, and it was with 
the utmoſt difficulty ſhe could at laſt be prevailed 
upon to beſtow her commendations upon a meaſure 
ſo contrary to her wiſh. 
„ Lord Meanwell was ſtill living, and though 
bawed down. with cure and infirmities, was as 
anxious as ever to increaſe his paflefhans, which, 
from the parſimany of his diſpoſition, were extenſive 
and valuable. 
« Tt was not the fear of his diſinheriting me that 
hindered me from making him acquainted with my 
marriage, as I had by my induſtry accuinulated a 
fortune equal to my every wiſh and far ſuperior to 
my wants; but I was deterred therefrom by a re- 
collection of the promiſe I had given him, which, 
voluntarily made, doubly bound me in an adherence 
to, 8 
„ I could not reconcile myſelf to the idea of at᷑ - 
fording his Lordſhip reaſon to upbraid me with fo 
maniſeſt a breach of my word, deliberately given, 
unſolicited, and unrequired, and which he would 
_ conſider as doubly criminal, in having ſo long with- 
held from his knowledge. 
This conſideration led me to perſevere in my 
original plan of concealment ; and obſerving the fame 
caytion in my viſits to my wite as formerly, 1 paſſed 
as I wiſhed, —unſuſpeRed and unknown. 35 
% bad now remained in England ſome months, 
when my uncle, who ſcemed determined, that 1 
ſnould not eat the bread of idlenſs, by his in- 
tereſt with the proprietary, procuted me the govern- 
ment of a canſiderable ſettlement, which, averſe ſo- 
_ ever as I was to a mealure that tore me from the 
aims of my Fanny, I could not by any means re- 
fuſe, ſeeing he was actuated therein as uſual, only 
by a regard for my welfare, and the advancement of 
my intereſt, 
E 2 Poſſeſſed 
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c Poſleſſed already of more than ſufficient, I 
wiſhed to continue in Europe, unexpoſed to the 
dangers of tempeſtuous ſeas and the unwholeſome- 
neſs of climates, which ſomehow unaccountably 
ſtruck me more forcibly than I had before experienc- 
ed, and preſented horrors to my imagination with 
which I was till then totally unacquainted. 

«© My Fanny too joined in condemning the am- 
bitious views of his Lordſhip, from whoſe fatal 
friendſhip I was doomed to undergo a repetition of 
the dangers which, even in idea, appeared to her in 
colours pregnant with deſtruction, and ſuch as gave 
no opportunity for an admiſſion of hope. : 
e lmpreſſed with the picture of thoſe evils, we 
involuntarily and inſenſibly melted into tears; it 
was a weakneſs | was no ways aſhamed of; it was 
_ the ſacrifice of ſenſibility to the memory of our un- 
fortunate loves, and it was a mark of humanity 
which would add luſtre to the eye of a monarch. 

« The diſtinguiſhed character in which I was a- 
bout to depart required a conſiderable time to make 
the neceſſary preparations. This interval I employed 
in attemptirg to reconcile myſelf to a voyage which 
aſked more reſolution to effect than I was then maſ- 
ter of, It was with difficulty that I could bear to re- 
fieQ on it, as every time my imagination dwelt there- 
on, I wastortured with fears which entirely unman- 
ned me, and rendered me the moſt miſerable of 
Human beings. „ - | 
Puring the whole time of my being at home, 

I had never ſeen Louiſa, ſimply contenting myſelf 
with the information I received of her welfare and 
the report of her growing excellencies. TE 

6 This neglect of mine was not occaſioned by 
any want of natural affection for her, but was the 
effe& of my caution, which would not permit me to 

hazard a detection which might in a moment ſubjeQ = 
„ me 


Tux CHILD or MISFORTUNE, i103 


me to that, which I had ever been ſo careful to 
avert. 
However, as my Fanny prudently conjeQured, 

that it would be impoſſible to attend to her educati- 
on, and inſtruct her in the accompliſhments proper 
for her ſex, ſituated as ſhe then was, I readily ac- 
quieſced with her defire of having her at home, 
which, nevertheleſs, I degged might be deferred till 
the eve of my departure, when I promiſed to accom- 
pany her for that purpoſe, and be myſelf a witneſs 
of thoſe charms which L was unacquainted with only 

from report. 

6 Expecting now every day to receive a ſum- 

mons to prepare for my departure, I reminded Fanny 
of my willingneſs to attend her to the ſcene of my 
Louiſa's ruſtication. This was an offer ſhe gladly 
accepted, and the chariot being got in readineſs, we 
were preſently conveyed to the hut which was to 
give me a view of her, whom | could not behold 
without the ſweeteſt emotions of tenderneſs, tranſ- 
port, and delight. | Es 
The expectation I had formed of her, and the 

picture which her mother's partiality had impreſſed. 
upon my imagination,, were infinitely exceeded by 
the graces which her preſence preſented to my in- 
ſpection; they were indeed ſuch as we rarely met 
with in the raw, untutored behaviour of unpoliſhed- 
innocence, but ſeemed to borrow their birth from a 
familiarity with real grandeur and an acquaintance ' 
with the world. 5 „„ 

„ tenderly embraced her, whilſt ſhe, ignorant 
of my character, bluſhed with an enchanting modeſty, 
much eaſier to be fancied than deſcribed, and which 
gave an addition to her beauties, as impoſſible to 
imitate, as difficult to expreſs, 8 
Let thoſe who are acquainted with the feelings 
of a parent, judge what experienced in this inter- 

OY Bu view! 


_ view | The remembrance thereof thrills pleaſingly 


tenderly loved without the moſt pdi 
the refleQtion of which added horror to my ſoul, and 


to ex 
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through my veins even at this moment ! 
« My wife, who beheld my tranſport with a joy 
little inferior to my own, rouſed me from the reverie 


of thought which the ſtene had thrown me into, by 


reminding me of the buſineſs which had called us 


thither. 


I onderſtood het reproof, and foon after we alt 


ſet out on dur return to town. 
«© The mutual ſatisfaction this little excurſion 2f 


forded, made me thore than ever avetſe to my itrtend- 
ed voyage. I could not think of quitting thofe I fo 
gznant uneaſmeſs; 


imbittered evety FRINGE wh:ch I otherwiſe ſhould 


have enjoyed. 


4% Ina few days 1 was made dequainted with the 


* My Fanny was fo agitatet, cha ſhe was unadle 
preſs her ſorrow n this in 


eyes, to ſte whether the fatal hot was indeed Arriv- 
ed that wus to ſepurate us. My (Nefite cotifirmed the 


truth bf what ſhe had herd; and The funk Hfelefs in 
my arms, bereft of evefy faculty of ſetife and me- 


With the aſſiſtance of her attendants we pte- 
ſemiy rfeſtored her to heffelf, wheti wy Arad het eyes 
upon me, her countenance all the while ch fs ; 
mixture of tenderneſs, affection, and melancholy, 


prophetically addreſſed the thus: 


1 know not how it is, but ſomething which I 
% am incapable of explaiiiing; whiſpers me, that I 
all never ſee you more! laboring under this 


my belief, imagine what muſt be my unhappineſs. 


6c * Comtortleſs, 


d ſummons, which called me from the do- 

malte joys which I had fo long been partaker of; and 

bade rhe prepare once moret © brave the dingers of 
the ocean. 


teligetite: With the 
moſt amtious ſolicitude, (Ne looket! ftedfaftly in my 
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% Comfortleſs, my dear Clayton, without you, even 
© when parting with a probability of a re- union, 
% think what I muſt ſuffer, perſuaded as I am, that 
f the preſent ſeparation will be an eternal one 
| PO oh However, wherever you go, and whatever may 
* be the fortunes or accidents of yout future life, 
1 % keep in mind the conſtant memery of one, who 
„ loved you with a tenderneſs not to be exceeded, 
% and who, when abſent, made you eternally the 
* ſovereign of her thought, and the lord and maſter 
* of her affections.“ = 
« I kiffed away the tear which ſwelled in her 
lovely eye during the time of her uttering thefe ex- 
preſſions, and greatly as I needed comfort myſelr, k 
ſtrove all I could to allay her apprehenſions, and to 
perſuade her, that her fears were groundlefs and void 
C of probability. ” PO e 
|  ©* She ſaw my aim, and gent'y ſhaking her head, 
as if miſtruſting my fincerity, begged that I would 
not endeavour to ſoothe her with hopes, which fe. 
. 3 were contrary to my own belief, and which 
} only originated in my regard for her peate. She 
however thanked me for the kindneſs of my intenti- 
| ons, and once more begged a place in my thoughts 
1 As every ſucceeding minute grew now more and 
more critical, I for the laſt time embraced her, and 
with a heart almoſt burſting with grief, rook a long, 
| | _ farewell of her, which, agreeable to her melan- 
tholy prediction, was indeed -an eternal one! 


Ko NaF 


| and bring him to me. 
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CHAP. XIV. 


Power without Pride. An Engagement with the Ma- 
rattoes. An Impriſonment and a Releaſe. Alaſt 
Adieu to India, An Arrival in England, and a 
fatal Diſappointment. 


« "PON my arrival in India, I immediately 


took poſſeſſion of the government with 


- which I had been honoured. 


The adulation which was paid me by the art- 
ful and intereſted, made not the leaſt impreſſion up- 


on me. I was never covetous of flattery, and now, 


leis ſo than uſual. | 
% Mamoud, who was my conſtant counſellor 
and companion, knew my averſion to compliment, 
and, in conſequence of that knowledge, always ad- 
dreſſed me with the blunt ſincerity of friendſhip and 


undiſguiſed honeſty. 


« His freedom fo far from difpleaſing me, made 
me ſtill more ambitious of his company, in which 
diveſted of the burthen of grandeur, I opended my- 
ſelf with the moſt unreſerved confidence, and liſten- 
ed to his candid and diſintereſted advice with the fa- 


miliarity of a friend and the attention of an inferior. 


“ I ſeldom undeitook any thing without previ- 


_ ouſly conſulting him, by which means, as he well 


knew the diſpoſition of the natives, I generally ſuc- 


ceeded in every attempt, whether of a public or 


private nature, and acquitted myſelf in my negotia- 
tions in a manner which reflected equal hononr on 
my abilities political or commercial —- 


« As I withed to have Edward more immediate- 


ly und-r my eye, I commiſſioned Mamoud for that 


purpoſe to go to Calcutta, where I had left him, 


Tb 
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« The truſt I thus repoſed in him, he executed 
with punQuality and fidelity, and in as ſhort a time 
as my impatience could poſſibly allow him, he re- 
turned and delivered my fon to the embraces of his 
fond father, who received him with an affeQion 
which nothing could ſurpaſs, and which it would be 
difficult even to equal. 

4 J obſerved with pleaſure, that Edward. had 
greatly increaſed in beauty and manhood ſince | laſt 

ſaw him, and that the perfections of his mind kept 

with thoſe of his perſon, neither of which had 

eft me room for diſcontent,.or put me to the neceſ- 
ſity of bluſhing for him. 
| © The advantages he had gained by the introduc- 
tion I had given him into the myſteries of trade, 
were likewiſe ſuch as I had every reaſon to reſt ſa- 
tisfied with; ſo that, abſtracted from an occaſional 
uneaſineſs, which every now and then intruded up- 
on me, when I reflected on the diſtance which ſe- 
parated me from my Fanny, I had as little cauſe — 
"anxiety as could well be expected from the known 
verſatility of the human mind and the viciſiitude of! 
human affairs. 

I lived uninterrupted i in my government almoſt 
two years, when an exertion of my attention and 
vigilance was rendered neceſſary by the daring de- 
predations committed by the Marrattoes, a kind of 
tree- booters, who, tempted by the hopes of plunder, 
had proceeded from the borders of Tartary with a 
| boldneſs at once wonderful and alarming.- 
„To check their audacity, I collected the com- 
Pany's forces, together with thoſe of the natives who 
were diſpoſed to take up arms in defence of their 
property, and putting myſelf. at their head, we fal 
lied out to give them battle. 5 
„ VUndiſciplined and uncontrouled, the 1 

foon began to diſcover their error in truſting ſolely 
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to their numbers, At the very fitſt onſet they were 
thrown into confuſion, which & was impoſſible with 
all their art to prevent or rectify. 
« Perceiving their panic, I was determined to 
make a vigorous puſh upon theif main body, which 
we no ſooner executed, than they were univerſally 

put to flight. *** 

© It had been well for me, had I heen content 
with the advantage we had already gained, but fate, 
which orders things without conſulting our approba- 

tion, had detreed other wiſe. 
„ Purſuing them with an ardour which left no 
room for the admonitions of prudence, I ſoon found 
myſelf at a conſiderable diſtance from the army : 
this error was no ſooner perceived by the flying 
| Marattoes, than fuddenly and unexpectedly forming 
4 circle, they ſurrounded me, together with 4 few. 
faithful followers, who finding ourſelves hemmed in 
of all ſides and incapable of reſiſtance, were fain to 
yield ourſelves priſoners at the diſcretion of the very 
people whom juſt before we were purſuing with 

every mark of triumph and victorious exultation. 
This reverſe of fortune, very naturally, was 
the occaſion of much uneaſineſs to us. Separated 
from our friends, deprived of every domeſtic conſo- 
lation, and in the power of a barbarous enemy, what 
had we not to fear] Their known diſpoſition to 
cruelty filled us with the moſt fatal apprehenſions, 
and every man of us was only intent on preparing 
for the ſtroke which was to deprive him of exiſt- 
« Contrary to our expectations, and contrary to 
the uſual ſavageneſs of thoſe barbarians, they howe- 
ver were content with ſtripping us and keeping us 
_ Priſoners, which indeed was, to me, much more 
dreadful'than death itſelf, „„ Sy 
_ 6. As they had by ſome accident gained the 4 * | 
| 1 5 edge 


*— * —̃ —ü— —— ww 


Tue CHILD 6r MISFORTUNE. roy 


| ledge of my rank and character, they treated me 


with a reſpect and civility ſuperior to my compuni- 
ons, and ſuch as made me greatly alter the opinion 
I had befote formed of them. 5 

„ Mamouu, from whoſe friendſhip I looked for 
conſolation in my misfortunes, and who had coſt 
attached himſelf to my intereſt, ſhortly after died of 
the wounds he had received, which reduced me to 
the loweſt ebb of deſpair, and rendered me incapa- 
ble of liſtening to the voice of comfort of the power 
of argument. 


© The ſincerity of his regard, the value of his 


ſervices, and the extent of the obligation I lay undet 


to him, all returned upon my mind ſo ſtrongly, that 
1 found it impoſſible to refrain from tears.— 
„ Wandering about from place to place for the 
ſpace of eighteen months, I continued with my con- 
querors in the full experience of every viciſſitude _ 
which a life ſo uncertain and precatious could be 

ſubject to, ſometimes partaking with them in the 
fruits of their exultation, and at other times woe- 


fully depreſſed with hunger, deſpair, and diſappoint- 


ment. 


«© The laſt words of my Fanny arofe to my re- 


membrance as ſomething prophetic, and which ap- 


peared now to breathe the language of truth and 
the ſpirit of divine inſpiration. I began inderd to 


fear that I ſhould never fee her more N day 
confirmed me the ſtronger in that belief, and 1 only 


lived to evidence the improbability of my ever re- 
gaining my liberty, or ſeeing an end to my accumu- 


Hated ſufferings, 


4 Fate however had decretd otherwiſe for me. 


The chiefs of thoſe free- Hooters having determined 


to attack a large body of Europeans, Which lay en- 


cam ped at no great diſtance, began making every 


preparation for putting their ſcheme in execution. 
. 2 Tre 
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«© The event proved to their diſadvantage ; a to- 
tal defeat, which was the conſequence of their te- 
merity, once more reſtored me to the enjoyment of 

freedom, and with it, to the bleſſings of life, which 
owe their exiſtence alone to liberty and indepen- [ 

I ſhall avoid prolixity, and only obſerve that I 
was ſoon ina condition to return to the ſeat of my | 
government, which I ſhortly reached, and found, 
that impreſſed with an opinion of my death, the 

council had appointed a gentleman to ſucceed me, 
until ſuch time as the pleaſure of the proprietary 
was known, which was ſoon expected to arrive from 
England. ” 
Tired with tate, I determined to ſettle my 
affairs and bid an eternal adieu to the Eaſt, where I 
had experienced ſo many reverſes of fortune, and 
where I no longer wiſhed to continue, as my pro- 
perty was become immenſe, and I had anſwered. 
thereby every intention which my uncle's avarice had 
ſuggeſted to him. 0 
* Edward, whom I found in good health, gladly 
embraced my propoſal of accompanying me, and by | 
his aſſiſtance and aſſiduity I was ſhortly enabled to 
return to my native land, where in every ſituation of 
life, my ſighs and my wiſhes had been directed, and | 
| Where [I hoped to paſs the remainder of my days in ' 
peace, and che full poſſeſſion of every ſatisfaction 
which eaſe and independency could invite me to. 

During the voyage, I frequently pleaſed my- 
ſelf with thinking how how & my preſence 
would ſurprize my wife. The report which had 
prevailed of my death, I made no doubt of having 

| reached her, and as I was not ignorant of her ſen- 

1 ſibility, I conjectured how greatly ſuch a circum- 

[1 ſtance muſt affect her, and which I knew could 

N only be equalled by the fatisfaQtio.: ſhe would par- 

| take of in the conviction of my exiſtence. —_ 
h | . 6 T heſe 


| 
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Theſe refle&ions gave me alternately pain and 
pleaſure, and ſerved to diverſify the chain of life, 


which, without ſuch aſſiſtance, would become dull 


and inſipid, and void of every charm neceſſary to 
add a potgnancy to thought and pl reliſh to enjoy- 
ment, 

« 'The inſtant I landed in E * after paying 
2 reſpects to Lord Meanwell, . 'I found alive 

ugh extremely infirm, I repaired to the habitati- 
— of my once- loved Fanny. 

«© Trembling with fear and impatience I ap- 
proached the door, which was opened by a ſervant, 
to whoſe face I was an utter ſtranger, of whom, 
however, I enquired if his miſtreſs was within, and 
being anſwered in the affirmative, begged with a 


viſible eagerneſs to be admitted to her. 
© Inſtead of my Fanny, I beheld an elderly lady, 
who having ſurveyed me with attention, and ſeei 


me incapable of addreſſing her, demanded to know 
my buſineſs. | 
„ Alas! Madam,” ſaid I, «] fear there i is ſome 


4 miſtake, —1 wiſh to foe. Miſs Wilmot—ls that 


lady at home? 


« Miſs Wilmot, Sir!“ replied the lady, fome- 


what ſurprized ; © Can you poſſibly be 1 ignorant 


_ « of herdeath? 95 


What, my Fanny dead?” exclaimed1; © then 
« Fate thou haſt done thy worſt !”” | 

6 J could ſay no more, but inſtantly fainted away. 
„Ho long I continued in that condition I know π- 
not, but found myſelf, upon regaining my ſenſes, in 
the care of a phyſician and ſome attendants, by whoſe 


{kill I was preſently enabled to aſk the particulars of 


a circumſtance the moſt fatal of any which could poſ- 


ſibly befal me. 


« I was informed that ſhe had been dead upwards 


of a year, and that Louiſa had immediately quitted 
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the neighbourhood and gone to reſide in another part 
of the town, which gave me new tauſe of uteaſi- 
| neſs, as I could gain no intelligence here to find 
her. 

% My ſorrows were unſpeakable, and ſuch as 
plainly ſhewed how much I was affected by the news 
I had heard, which at once deprived me of ev 
conſolation, 1 had fondly flattered my elf, that for- 
tune had yet in ſtore for me, and which convinted 
me, how little ſecurity was to be placed on eatthly 
enjoyments and tranſttory pleaſures. 

*© Regardleſs of the attention which ought to be 
paid to the rules of politeneſs, I walked diſtractedly 
up and down the apartments which once bleſſed me 
with a ſight of my charwer, and traced her image in 
every part, endeared to me by a temembranee of 
ſcenes which only iecreaſed my loſs and added to my 
affliction. . | „„ 
| „% Wherever her dear feet had trod, wherever 

her fingers had artleſsly ſtrayed, my eyes wandered 
in ſearch of her: — I ſighed at the proſpe& which 
preſented itſelf to my imagination, and I inf. nſibly 
diſſolved into tears. | oe, 
The lady of the houſe, who gueſſed at the 

cauſe of my grief, ſtrove by every means in her pow- 
er to comfort me: I thanked her for her care and the 
humanity of her diſpoſition, and warmed with a 
- grateful ſenſe of her kindneſs, I was almoſt endleſs 
in my acknowledgement to her for the tenderneſs ſhe 
had ſhewn me, which I profeſſed, ſhould ever enti- 
tle her to a place in my everlaſting eſteem ; but at 
the ſame time aſſured her, that it would be in vain 
to think of comforting me, as my misfortunes had 
thrown me beyond the reach of conſolation, and had 
expoſed me to the bittereſt attacks of deſpair and 

diſappointment. _ 3 5 EH 
Having once more acknowledged myſelf indebt- 
. el 
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ed to her kir dneſs, I took my leave, and returned to 
my own apartments overwhelmed with ſorrow, and 

incapable vt hope. 


-- CHAP. XV. 


Eaſt Advice of a near Relation. An accidental Meetiny. 
An interefling Converſation, and a Journey into 
Wales where Mr: Clayton concludes the Hiſtory af 

| bis Liſe and Adventures. | = 


ws HE inſtant I arrived at home, my grief in- 
1 voluntarily manifeſted a return ro leſs vio- 
lent than extraordinary; — extraordinary, becauſe it 
was an event which I ovght to have been armed 
againſt, as natural in itſelf, and ſuch as reaſon taught 
me to live in expeQation of. „ 
Every fond anticipation, every flattering idea 
of reverſionary happineſs, now vaniſhed like a dream. 
That prophetic impulſe, which actuated my Fanny 
at our laſt meeting, returned upon my imagination as 
the ſpirit of divinity, and ſhewed me that her fore- 
knowledge of what was to happen, was not founded 
on idle ſpeculation, but deduced its origin from inſpi- 
ration and the favour of the Deity, 
After having paid the tribute which affection 
owed to conjugal fidelity, I uſed every effcrt I could: 
deviſe to gain ſome intelligence of Louiſa. With all 
my care, however, I was unable to learn what was 
become of her, nor could I procure the leaſt infor- 
mation, which might-lead me to a diſcovery of the 
place of her retirement. My Edward, too affiſted me 
in this taſk, and altho' his aſſiduity met not with the 
reward it merited, it however, more than ever, ri- 
vetted him to my eſteem, as it confi med me inthe 
opinion I had formed of his readinefs to contribute 
by every means in his power to the promotion of. 
my ſatisfaction, and the furtherance of my 22 1 
95 ord 
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Lord Meanwell, whoſe health was viſibly upon 


the decline, in the mean time grew daily worſe. 
Bent down beneath a load of infirmities, his phyſi- 
cians recommended him to ſettle his temporal affairs 
as expeditiouſly as he could, as it was impoſſible that 


he ſhould receive any benefit from the powers of 


medicine, which had already been exhauſted in his 
ſervice without effect, and which would only ſerve 


to prolong a miſerable exiſt nce, without the hopes 


of eſtabliſhing a cure, or even of adminiſtering the 
moſt inconſiderable portion of eaſe, 


« Finding himſelf drawn near his end, he ſent for 


me to his bedſide, ard addreſſed me in the following 
manner : | 


« Worn out with care, and tired of life, I have 


<« deſired your attendance for the purpoſe of bidding 
& you aneverlaſting adieu: anxious to render you e- 

4 very ſervice which I was capable of, I have been 

ever eager for the advancement of your tortunes, and 

4 have ſeldom enjoyed a ſatisfaction in which you 

©. was not a ſharer. By an attention to the rules of 


& œconomy and frugality, I have conſiderably aug- 


© mented my eſtate, which at preſent is more than 
ſufficient to glut the avarice of the moſt mer- 


ü 8 


ought to poſſeſs. 5 

4c truſt, that the care which ditected me in the 
management of it, will actuate you. I have hitherto 
found, that you pay an implicit obedience to my 


ent I with not to remind you of, it was an error 
of the judgment, which time already has, or 


& tured by Truth and Obſervation. 


6 Youwill ſpeedily be in poſſeſſion of an immenſe 
& revenue, adorned with a title, and ſurrounded with 
; . « ſycophants 


— 


cenary, and which indeed is ſuch as few ſubjects 


commands (one particular excepted, which at pre- 


ſhortly will rectity.)—I wiſh you till to attend 
to my counſel ; it is begot by Experience, and ma- 
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* ſycophants and flatterers : let not their adulation 
allure you from the paths of juſtice. Pride and 
vanity are qualities which diminiſh and hide every 
virtue intended to ornament the human heart, 
* and which blemiſh and deform thoſe actions which 
might otherwiſe appear as meritorious. 
«© My domeſtics in general I particularly recom- 
« mend to you; they have ſerved me long and 
& faithfully, Be to them a tender maſter, and 
«* conſider them as inferiors to you in nothing, but 
* the accidental allotments of fortune, a goddeſs 
* who is much oftner led by partiality than merit, 
« and whoſe favours are not to be purchaſed by 
* worth, but are generally ſhowered on the unde- 
« ſerving. | 
Remember above all things to interr me with 
« as little pomp as poſſible. Honours paid to the 
% dead are a burleſque upon the living, and only 
«6 ſerve to make us pity the unfortunate wretch up- 
* on whom ſuch unneceſſary ſums have been laviſn- 
« ed. Decency ought at all times and upon all oc- 
© caſions to be obſerved, and upon no one more ſo 
« than in funeral ſolemnities: whatever exceeds 
e bat, is improper and ought to be avoided. = 
„ I aſſured him of ſtriœly and uniformly abid- 
ing by the directions he had laid down for my ob- 
ſervance in every particular, and after thanking him 
for the care he had ever . ſhewn to promote my in- 
tereſt and happineſs, I quitted him, and in a few 
bours learnt, to my unſpeakable ſorrow, that he had 
breathed his laſt. 5 
I had now loſt every friend, every relation 
(my Edward alone excepted) which this world pre- 
ſented me worth my regard. My father, my mo- 
ther, my Fanny, my uncle, my Louiſa, all loſt ! and 
myſelf left alone to wade through this ſea of ſor- 
tos, comfortleſs and unaſſiſted. 
| 5 « Lord 
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Lord Meanwell notwithſtanding his love of 
money, had a thouſand good qualities, which am- 


Ply ſerved to make amends for this ſingle imperfec- 
tion, and which endeared him to all who had the 


pleaſure of his acquamtance. As for myſelf, I was 
ſo greatly indebted to his kindneſs, that it was im- 
poſſible I ſhould ſufficiently expreſs what I felt at the 
recollection of his departure: it was a ſilent, artlefs 
grief, yet ſuch as infinitely exceeded the powers of 


deſcription, and put affection to the bluſh. = 


„The poor who had found in him a valuable 
benefactor, and who had liberally taſted of his be- 
nevolence, unanimoufly bewailed the death of one 


who had fo chatitably fed and cloathed them, and 


poured forth unceaſing prayers and lamentai1ons in 


teſtimony of their rg and in remembrance of 


the irreparabte loſs they had ſuſtained by an event 
which deprived them of a friend and protector / 4 


«© I was now poſſeſſed of wealth almoſt undound- 


ed, and which only grieved me in the recolle&ion 
of the difficulties I had to undergo, in making 


ptoper diſtribution of it in a manner which might 


tend to the happineſs of my diſtreſſed fellow crea- 


tures, for whoſe benefit alone I conſidered myſelf 
az ſent into the world, 


The title which reverted to me with the eſtate, 


eſtimated as of no value in itſelf, and ſuch as onl 
| ſerved to reflect diſhonour on the wearer, unlefs 
accompanied by actions, which of themſelves en- 


nobled the poſſeſſor. In this perſuaſion, I for the 


preſent relinquiſhed every advantage ariſing there- 
from, and contented myſelf with ſimply retainin 
my uſual name, in which character I was refol 

N more to reſume my enquiries after my loſt 
Loouiſa. 


I was, however, no more fortunate this time 


than the laſt; in ſpite of all my endeavours, I could 


learn 


. 
1 . 
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learn nothing fatisfactory, and I n to defpair 
of ever ſeeing her, when chance lackily directed me 
to this place, where I have at laſt found the trea- 
ſure of which I was in ſearch, and with it that peace, 
which I was apprehenſwe would never more return 


to the harbour of my breaſt, which it fo long had 


quitted without a probability of finding its home. 

„ Croffing one of the public ſtreets of the me- 
tropolis, I one morning, quite accidentally, met my 
old friend Mr. Jarvis. Notwithſtanding the inter- 
vention of confiderably more than twenty years I 
immediately knew him, and without ceremony ac- 


coſted him. | 


It was not without difficulty I convinced him 


of my identity, which however | had no fooner per- 


ſuaded him of, than he propoſed adjourning to a 
neighbouring tavern for the conveniency of a few: 
minutes Converſation. | | LE 
„ readily conſented to his propoſal, and after 
the uſual ſalutation, he informed me of divers do- 
meſtie matters, ſuch as the marriage of Miſs Jarvis, 
and other particulars, which I paid but little atten- 
tion to, as I had ſomewhat of more conſequence to 
untuvet to him; and which I waited only for an 


opportunity to put in e ecution. 


„He at laſt gave me to underſtand, that Miſs 
Lloyd, the your g lady whom I had ſeen at Jarvis- 

houſe, had, ſoon after my quitting Glouceſterſhire, 
umccountably eloped from his guardianſhip, and 
that in ſpite of every endeavour, he had never ſince 


been able to learn what was become of her. 


„ [pnorant as I am,” ſaid the old gentleman, 
*© to account for the motive, which might induce 


der to a preceeding ſo extraordinary, I am how- 


ever unwilling to impute it toa vicious paſſion, or 
%a depraved inclination. 1 am confident that Fanny, 


| * never could be prevailed upon to fwerve from the 


paths. 


118 Tur: CHILD or MISFOR TUNE. 


4 paths of virtue „or the obligations of morality, and 


am therefore occaſionally inclined to attribute her 
s abſence to ſome fatal accident, dreadful in its con- 
% ſequences. Should ſhe indeed have fallen a prey 


44 to the ſeduQtive wiles of ſome artful villain, — a 


* thought I cannot indulge without horror, 1 can 
*« only ſay in the words of the poet, 
Then Heaven bas loft its image here on earth !'— 
«© During this addreſs, I perceived that he eyed me 
with an attention which beſpoke a ſolicitude ſome- 


what more than common, and appeared as if endea- 


vouring to penetrate into ſomething which he wiſh- 
io he ſatisfied of. | 


«© I was greatly embarraſſed in what manner to 


at; — I wiſhed to inform him of a circumſtance = 


which, it was evident, he already had a ſuſpicion of, 


and which I was unhappy at having ſo long ſecluded 
from his knowledge, yet dreaded to ſatisfy him, from 


an ignorance how he might be inclined to conſtrue 


my behaviour in that affair. I was deſirous of re- 
taining his good opinion, and was fearful of riſking 


it by a confeſſion ſo dangerous. ” 
* Nothwithſtanding theſe refleQions, I was how- 


ever determined to avail myſelf of an opportunity 


which promiſed to recompence me for part of the 
anxiety I had ſuffered in the remembrance of the in- 
jury I had offered her family, by an ingenuous and 
open avowal of a tranſaction which, I had every rea- 


ſon to imagine, had given them no ſmall uneaſineſs, 
and which would in ſome meaſure ſatisfy them of the 


2 of my actions and the ſincerity of my paſ- 


VJou need no longer, Sir,” ſaid I, be at a loſs 
| © to account for the elopement of the lady, for 
© whoſe fate you appear ſo anxious: in me behold 
the perſon who perſuaded her to a ſtep which has 
filled you with ſuch various apprehenſions. From 


the 
. 


44 
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*« the firſt moment I beheld the charming Fanny 1 
loved her. Diveſted of every groſs and low idea, 
my paſſion was of that pure and heavenly kind, 
« which ſurpaſſes art, and can only be found in the 
boſom ot affection. \Ctirg in conformity to the 
diftates of that paſſion, I made her my wife, by 
every tye which honour and religion have wiſely 
deſigned for the obſervance of their children. As 
my wife, I continued to love her, till death envi- 
ous of my happineſs, ſnatched her from me to be 
a partaker of the joys infinitely more valuable, and 
„ which are only intended for thoſe whole lives are 
regulated by the principels of virtue and morality.” 
« TI next preſented the old gentleman with the 
heads of my hiſtory, from the time of my Fanny's 
quitting him, to the period of her diſſolution, which 
he heard with great attention, and not without 
tevincing many evident tokens of admiration at the 
_ progreſs of a paſſion which appeared to have been 
founded on Truth, Reaſon, and Affection. | 
He acknowledged, that from the moment of 
her being miſſing, ſuſpicion had ſtrongly fallen upon 
me, which was afterwards in part confirmed by the 
teſtimony of the people at the fzrm houſe, which 
had been the ſcene of our interviews. From the in- 
telligence he gathered from them, he concluded, 
that it could be no other than myſelf that had ac- 
companied her in her flight, and this perſuaſion had 
dwelt fo firmly on his mind, that he had imparted his 
opinion to the brother of my Fanny, who was then 
in his fourteenth year, and who, as he dearly loved 
his ſiſter, was the more alarmed at her fo ſudden 

elopement. „„ VV 
„He further ſaid, that he forbore writing to Lord 
Meanwell on that ſubject, as know ing that we would 
contrive to hide it from his Lordſhip, and that, as 
he could not hope to gather any information from a 
| ": 
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correſpondence of that fort, and being likewiſe par- 
tial in my favour, he rather truſted to my honour and 
love for his ward, as her ſecu-ity, than wiſh to in- 
timidate me by an exertion of his authority as her 
guardian. 


le likewiſe informed me, that the ſmall fortune 


her father had given her, was by his management 
increaſed to a conſiderable ſum, which he was ready 
to pay me whenever I thought proper to demand it. 


I totally difclaimed every pretenſion to her for- 


tune, ard begged it might be reſtored to her brother, 
whom 1 conſidered as being more juſtly en ted to 
it than myſelt. I already was burthened with riches, 


more than I deſired, and | wiſhed not to increaſe 


them. | 

«© By his perſuaſion, however, I was determined 
to pay a viſit to that brother, for the purpoſe of 
correcting any unhappy prejudice he might have 
conceived againſt her whofe honour was unqueſtiona- 


ble, and whoſe prudence {one ſingle inſtance, her 


partiality to me excepted) was almoſt unexampled. 

* It was rot without pleaſure J encouraged the 
reflection of being the inſtrument to rectify a 
miſtake, which could not fail of being productive of 


much CiflmtisfaQtion and uneaſineſs. I already enjoy- 


ed in idea, the traniport arifing from a taſk fo com- 
incndablc, and flattered myſelf with receiving the 


thanks of one wo, tenacious of a ſiſter's honour, 


would gladly embrace an opportunity fo flattering to 
his wiſhes, and which would ſerve to convince him 
of the error he had imbibed detrimental to the puri- 
ty of her, whoſe virtue couid not be held in too 
great an eſtimation. 


« Mr. Jarvis was not able to inform me where 


the brother of my Fanny immediately reſided. The 


only intelligence I learnt from him was, that Mr. 


Lloyd might probably be heard of ſomewhere on 


the borders of Glamorganſhire, where he had an 
Es _ eſtate, 
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eſtate, and where there was the greateſt likelihood 
of my meeting with him. 

& [ſoon after took my leave of theold gentleman, 
after having promiled io pay him a viſit at Jarvis 
houſe as ſoon as fortune had bleſſed me with the 
ſight of him, of hom I was reſolved inſtantly to 

in ſearch. ee, 

“ For this purpoſe, I made all the expedition I 
poſſibly could, and taking Edward with me, we ſet 
out for South Wales, a great part of which we 
travelled over without meeting with the ſucceſs we 
wiſned for, until chance accidentally directed us 
hither, where we ate detained for the purpole of 
giving evidence againſt a couple of men, whole vil- 
lainy has proved fortunate to me, inaſmuch as it 
has been the happy means of 1eftoring me to the 
embraces of a brother and a daughter, both of 
whom TI was fearful I had tot ever loft. 

„„ Thus, Sir,“ (continued Mr. Clayton, addreſ- 
ſing himſelf to Mr. Lloyd) have I preſented you 
with the hiftory of a life, which I ſhall henceforth 
conſider as truly fortunate. In every viciſhtude, and 
in every ſcene thereof, I plainly trace the hand of 
Providence, which proteaed me-frum the number- 

leſs ſnares and accidents to u hich I was perpetually 
expoſed, and which I never ſhould have ſui vived, 
| kad I not been upheld by a power ſuperior to earth. 

ly aids, and ditected by bim, in whom I have ever 
placed my truſt and confidence, To him be the 
Honour, and the praiſe due to his i exhauſtible good- 

neſs, who this day has ſuffered me to be partaker of 
the bleſſings he has long been preparing for me, and 
who has ſnaiched me from the hand of deſpair to 

the enjoyment of life, peace, and happinels.” 


CHAP. 
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In which this Hiſſory goes back. Mercy ſhewn to the 
 Undeſerving. A Viſit to Mr. Jarvis. A delicate 
Struggle. And a ſh-rt Diſſertation on the Sexes, 
wherein is maintained the Superiority of the Female 
World. 


H E length of Mr. Claytor's narrative (for / 
we ſhall (till call him) having greatly exhauſt. 
ed the day, Mr. Lloyd reminded them that it was 
time to ſeek ſome refreſhment. 
Dinner being ſoon after ſerved up, they needed 
not much invitation to induce them to make a hear- 
ty meal, which was no ſooner over, than Mrs, Gil- 
bert interceded with her father for the manager and 
his friend Rattle, whom, in ſpite of their manifeſt 
criminality, ſhe could not forget, as they had long 
been her companions and fellow ſufferers. 
Mr. Clayton, who was unwilling to deny her 
what ſhe ſeemed fo anxious to effect, readily yielded 
to her entreaties, and promiſed, that he would not 
appear zeant 0 ue 
Let the puniſhment,” ſaid he, “ they have 
already ſuffered ina temporary deprivation of their 
liberty, teach them the obligation they owe to 


the laws by which they are governed and proteQed. 


The lenity they at preſent experience, ought not 
% however to make them expect it in future.— 
Though Juſtice ſleeps for a while, ſhe will in the 
end overtake them, ſhould they perſevere in a de- 
fiance to order, and violently endeavour to deprive 
their neighbour of the fruits of his honeſt induſtry, 
which he has perhaps been toiling for with un- 
_ © remitted anxiety, and which in a moment he ſees 
* himlelf gripped of by the villainy of one who is a 

5 | „ diſgrace 
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to every accident. | 


Mr. Clayton began to * returning. As he was fo 
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e diſgrace to his ſpecies.— However, for once be their 


« wickedneſs their chaſtiſement: my Louiſa entreats 
« for them, and they are ſafe !” 


Mrs. Gilbert thanked him for the readineſs which 


he ſhewed to oblige her, and aſſured him of the regard 


the ſhould even pay to his commands, equally induced 
thereto by duty and inclination. 


lt will be neceſſary to inform the reader, that our 
| Heroine was ſtill in the fame uncourtly dreſs in which 


ſhe firſt attracted the eyes of Mr. Lloyd. Her tender 
father, in the tranſport with which he beheld her, en- 
tirely diſregarded this circumſtance, which, imma- 
terial as it appeared to him, was however ſuch as re- 
quired a reformation. — 

By the aſſiſtance of Mrs. Gwynn, this was however 
ſoon rectified, and the next morning her whole appear- 
ance received ſo conſiderable an alteration for the bet- 
ter, that ſhe no longer ſeemed as the ſame perſon. 
Mrs. Gilbert was beautifully modelled, tinzly pro- 
portioned, and poſſeſſed that gracefulneſs of action 
and eaſe of deporment, which at once captivates and 


commands. The various ſcenes of life he had been 


witneſs to trying as they undoubtediy were, had nat 
however deprived her of the rofes which nature had 
ſpread on her cheeks, and which animated her tea- 
tures with a tranſport which affected all around her. 


She was yet in the bloom of youth, and notwithftand- 
ing the misſortunes to which ſhe had been expoled, 
ſhe was yet cheerful and retained her ſpirits ſuperior 


mo 


The inftant Mr. Clayton ſaw her, after the altera- 
tion in her dreſs, he was, if poſſible, a thouſand times 
more wound up into admiration of her than ever. The 


lineaments, the image, the deportment of his Fanny, 
all returned upon his mind. and ſhewed him fo exact 


a copy of her whom he once delighted in, that he was 
unable to expreſs the ſmalleſt part of what he felt, bur 
after vainly attempting to deſcribe his ſatisfaction, 
he ſat down incapable of articulation and only eloquent 
in his looks. 

After having ſtayed ſeveral days with Mr. Lloyd, 
and having fully anſwered the intention of his viſit, 


Vol. II. near 


40 
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near Glouceſterſhire, he could not however reſolve to 
quit that part of the kingdom without firſt fulfilling his 
premiſe to Mr. Jarvis. 3 | 
Mr, Lloyd conſenting to accompany him, they all ſet 
out together for the ſeat of that gentleman, which they 
reached the following day, and where they met with a 


' cordial reception, flowing from the united ſource of 


friendſhip and eſteem. | 

The old gentleman was happy at the ſucceſs which 
Mr. Clayton had met with in his endeavours to unde- 
ceive Mr. Lloyd in retpect to the opinion he had formed 
of his ſitter, and embraced Edward and Mrs. Gilbert in 


2 manner which evinced the regard he entertained for 


the memory of their mother and the kind welcome 
with which he received themſelves. 1 
Mr. Lloyd, Mr, Clayton, and Mr. Jarvis, being left 
by theniſelves, the latter once more reminded Mr. 
Clayton of the money which lay in his hands, once 
the property of Fanny. TE 
have already,” ſaid that gentleman, declared to 
You, that I renounce all pretenſions tit; it rather 


© belongs to her brother, and | would with him to take 


it. For my own part, | am determined upon no ac- 
count to poſſeſs myſeif of it. 1 have already a ſuper- 
fluity, and more than |] can poſſibly find employment 
tor.” „„ 7 
%, You will excuſe me,” replie:i Mr. Lloyd, “it is 
*© uncoubtedly now the propecty of Mr. Clayton, nor 
can I:ndulge a thought of receiving as my own, 
*« what by every claim belongs to another, I have ſuf- 
*« ficient to gratiſy every moderate defire, and I with 


not for the means which may induce me to exceed. 


„that moderation, which has ever been my ſtudy, and 
„ ] tigſk ever will.“ = = 
As this was a ſtruggle of delicacy, Mr. Jarvis was 
:2,.0rant in what manner to att. He was cautious of 
etfending either party, and yet he with to have it ſet- 
iled, as by his care and management it was in its pre- 
vent ſtate a ſupr far from inconſiderable, and fuch as 
as ſufficient of itlelf, independent of other means, to 
cute an eaſy competency to him who inight poſſeſs it. 
For tae preſent, however, they deſired Mr. Jarvis to 
ep ic until they had reſolred in what manner to Git; 


pala 


372 N 
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poſe of it, each being obſtinately bent on refufing to 


appropriate any part of it to his own uſe. 

The place they were in, recalled Mr, Clayton's at- 
tention to former-ſcenes in which he had been an actor. 
He retraced in memory his firſt interview with Fanny, 
the laſting impreſſion that interview had made upon 
him, and the declarations of love he had preſented her 
with in the pavillon. 

Reflections like thele operated ſo ſtrongly upon him, 
that he frequently forgot himſelf, and burfling forth 
into an initantaneous exclamaticn, he called the at- 
tention of the byitanders, who, ignorant of his thoughts, 
conſidered his rapture as the wild and unguverned ex- 
ceſſes of madneſs and entauſiiſm. | 

Mrs. Gilbert in the mean time was employed incul- 


_ tivating the good opinion of her brother. The ſimila- 


rity which ſubliſted in their ſentiments, would of itſelf 
(excluſive of conſanguinity) have created a friendthi 
ſor each other. Aſſiſted by the ties of relationſhip, it 


was ſomething more than friendſhip, it was affection 


and love. : pas 
In this happy retirement they continued upwards of 


a month; Mr. Clayton thought he ſhould never have 


remained too long in a place which bore witneſs to his 


earlieſt paſſion, and Mr. Jarvis was pleaſed to find he 


could any ways contribute to the ſatisfaction of his 
guefts, and for which purpoſe no trouble nor expence 
was ſpared. | | „„ 

The beautiſul proſpects which this neighbourhood 
afforded added greatly to the ſituation, and were ſuch 
as could not be viewed without admiration almoſt ap- 
proaching to idolatry. It was therefore no wonder, 
that they all continued to partake of the pleaſures 


which to plentifully invited them, without a thought 


which might induce them to with for a change, or to 
ſigh for home. : ED 

*< TI have been thinking,” ſaid Mr. Lloyd one dux 
to Mr. Clayton,“ how wonderfully, I may tay mira- 


*. culouſly, Providence has worked in my favour, by 


** ſending me to the inn toenquire after you, without 


** which ] might probably have continued for ever in 


an error, which conſtituted my greateſt unhappi- 
„ refs, and frequently fiiled me with reflections very 
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** oppoſite to that peace which is found in the breaſt 


% of contentment and philoſophy. 


It is true, time had in ſome meaſure correQed the 
violence of my grief, and as I had long concluded, 
that my ſiſter was an outcaſt from virtue, I confider- 
ed her as unworthy of my thought, and in conſe- 
quence of. fo erroneous a concluſion endeavoured to 
thake her from my affection, as a ſtranger to my 
0 blood, and an alien to my houſe. | | 

Hence it came to pals, that I made no enquiry 


reſpecting her, as I already harboured an opinion of 


her conduct equally unfavourable to her morals and 
her reputation : I wiſhed not therefore to ſeek any 
further confirmation of what I accounted as paſt a 
doubt, but mouining the downtall of her honour, | 
formed a reſolution cf for ever contemning her whole 
„ tex, as formed without virtue and calculated only 
tor our deſtruction. 
The correction you have given my ſentiments has, 
„however, been the happy means of curing a pre- 


* judicc, which I am at pretent forry that I ever im- 


wa bibed, and with not again to contract“ | 
Mr. Clayton congratuiated him on having divetted 
himſelf of fo diſagreeable a companion, and ſhewed 


him theabſolute neceſſity mankind was under of aſſo- 


with the ſex. 


ciatin | 
was Nn rough, and unpoliſhed in ourſelves,” 


faid he, we require every aſſiſtance which may tend 
to ſmoothe our rugged natures, and reftore us to 


the form of ſomewhat human: for this purpoſe to 


„ what can we fly except to woman, who by her en- 
«« dearing ſmiles and engaging manners quells the tur- 
-+ bulency of our paſſions, and reduces us to the ſtand- 
„ ard of Reaſon and to the rule of Right? 
When the cares of the world too violently aſſail 


s us, and ſcarcely allow us to hearken to the voice of 


« religion—when we find ourſelves hurried on by im- 
« petuous ſallies beyond the limits aſcribed to us by 
« Giſeretion—a woman, like heaven itſelf, leads us to a 
« contemplation of our error, diſſolves every difficulty 
« which ſtarted up in oppoſition to our peace, and 
* full our cares to reſt with a zeal at once courteous 
and commendable. 8 

Left 


4 
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$ Left to themſelves, mankind would be perpetual- 
* ly involved in commotion and lawleſs anarchy : in- 


capable of regulating the exceſſes to which the weak- 
+* neſs and caprice of human nature ſubject them, 
they would be inſtruments of cruelty, uncivilized 
and barbarous, governed by their paſſions, and un- 
able to reſtrain their deſires, however contrary to 
Reaſon, or however oppoſed by Religion or the ob- 
„ ligations of Morality. | 
Women, on the contrary, formed of the milder 
+ elements and leſs ſubj ect to theſe violent ſtarts which 
unman the man, and render him a proper object for 
the finger of contempt, might of themſelves com- 
| Poſe a ſociety ſuch as would put the boaſted wil- 
dom of the mighty Lords of the Creation to the bluſi, 
and which, it they did not envy, ought at leaſt to 
„ furnith them with virtue ſufficient to induce them 
„% to emulate.“ oY Ds: 
In this manner did Mr. Clayton deliver his ſentiments 
relative to the merits of the ſexes ; nor was Mr. Lloyd 
in the leaſt inclined to oppoſe them, founded as they 
were on truth and in many inſtances exactly conform- 
able with the obſervations he himſelf had made, ſince 
he had fortunately bade adieu to the prejudice he had 
ſo long unhappily imbibed. = 5 
As it was now almoft time for this laſt mentioned 
gentleman to think of returning into Glamorganſhire, 
and for the reſt of the company to proceed towards 
town, contrary to the deſire of Mr. Jarvis, preparations 
were making for that purpoſe, when an accident hap- 
pened which detained them ſome little while longer, 
and was productive of an event no lefs fortunate than 


extraordinary, | - 
CHAP, XVII. 


«6 


A miraculous Preſervation, productive of an Adventure 
totally uneæ pected. A happy Explanation, and a matri- 


monial Reconciliation, 


I T had been long cuſtomary with Mr. Clayton to 
take a morning'sride, an exerciſe equally innocent 
and agreeable, and which his preſent ſituation more 
rhan ever invited him to the indulgence of. 

= F:3 Penſite 
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Penſive and melancholy, he ſuffered his horſe to ſtray 
wherever he choſe, free from controul, and under no 
regulation to guide him in his wanderings, excluſive of 
inſt inet and inclination. 

Ruminating on his departed Fanny, and inſenſible 
to every other idea, one morning as he purſued his 
uſual ride near the bank” of the Severn, his horſe lud- 
denly took fright, and in ſpite of all he could do plung- 
ed into the river with a fury impoſſible to be appealed. 
Perceiving the danger he was in, he poſſeſſed preſence 
of mind ſufficient to throw himſelf off, truſting Provi- 
* dence for further aid to extricate him from a inuation 
which threatened the moſt fatal conſequences. 

Struggling againſt the waters and ncarly exhauſted, 
he began to deipair of help, when he was fortunately 
perceived by a gentleman who was walking that way, 
and who no ſooner faw the difficulty under which he 
laboured, than flying to his aſſiſtance, in a moment he 
brought him almoſt lifeleſs on ſhore, free from death 
and fafe from the dangers which but the moment be- 
fore ſurrounded him. 5 

By the ſkill of a ſurgeon in the neighbourhood, Mr. 
Clayton was preſently recovered, and enabled to walk 
| back to Jarvis Houſe, which he was partly compelled 


to do, as his horſe was drowned, and other conveniencies - 


not very eaſily procured in that part of the kingdom. 
Ihe inſtant he was capable ot ſpeech, he endeavour- 
ed to expreſs his gratitude to the gentleman to whole 
humanity he was indebted for his life. His every at- 
tempt, however, was inſufficient to convey the moſt in- 
conſiderable part of what he experinced, and he re- 
mained ſuffering under the weight of his feelings almoſt 
lifeleſs and truly inactive. „„ 5 
nn what manner, Sir,“ faid he, when the violence 
of theſe feelings was ſomewhat abated, © in what 
„% manner, Sir, may I be permitted to ſhew my grati- 
„ tude for the ſervice you have rendered me, in re- 
a ſtoring me to life, and in reſtoring me to happineſs? _ 
Or how may I expreſs the ſenſe I entertain of your 
% humanity and uncommon kindneſs, in thus aſſiſting a 
« ftranger, ignorant as you cannot hut chooſe to be, 
« whether or not he is deſerving of ſo extraordinary a 


„ proof of your goodneſs ?” 5 
« I with 


£6 
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I with not to deduce à merit, Sir,” replicd the 
ſtranger, “ from what is the duty of «every man 
am pleaſed at the idea of having rendered you a 
** ſervice, that pleaſure is of itfelt a tufficient reward, 
and I ſeek not for praiſe, which is food alone forthe 
vain and the arrogant; to them give it: for my 
own part, I have fulfilled no more than was iny duty, 
and from which no man ought to claim the leaſt 
« merit. 
If I miſtake not, Sir,” continued he, I heard you 
„ ſay, that I have been the means of reſtoring you to 
* happineſs. Alas! I myſeltonce thought I was in pol- 
© ſetfion of it; butl have long ſeen my error, and live 
only to lament the credulity of my nature in foolith- 
** ly placing a reliance on to tallible a preſumprion. ' 
By a certain air of melancholy, very viſibly impreſſed 
on his countenance, Mr. Clayton immediately perceiv- 
ed, that he laboured under ſome uneaſineſs whic!, at- 
feed his ſpirits, and which he hoped io find hiinſelf 
„ - | ZE 
As they both required a change of cloaths, he fur 
that purpoſe 1avited the ſtranger to accompany him tv 
Jarvis Houſe, which was but a ſhort mite trom thence, 
where they would meet with the conveniencies their 
uncomfortable ſituation demanded, and where they 
might be aſſured of receiving every welcome which 
friendſhip and hoſpitality could beſtow.. 
The gentleman readily agreed to Mr. Clayton's in- 
- vitation, and they preſently arrived at the manſion 
which was to furniſh them with the means of which 
they were in want, and which was to be productive 


«66 


pf an adventure no leſs ſurprizing than unexpected. 


The condition in which they entered immediately 


attracted the attention of the domeſtics, who as 


inſtantly informed their ſuperiors of a circumſtance 
for which they were unable to account. 
The whole family was direQly in commotion and 
buſied in providing them the neceſſaries which their 
fituation required; amongſt the reſt, Mrs. Gilbert 
was not the laſt in maniteſting her duty. Eager to 
ſhew her love for her parent, the flew towards him 
with an anxiety which gave freſh wings to her inclina- 
tion, and beſpoke an affection more than filial, 
Da F 4 +: Fe 
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The moment ſhe fixed her eyes on the ſtranger, ſhe 


ſtood as one petrified with amazement. unable to ex- 


ecute the intention of her appearance, a deadly pale- 


neſs took immediate poſſeſſion of her cheek and the. 


fainted away. 

The gentleman who had evidently been the cauſe 
of this accident; and who was no other than Mr. 
Gilbert, appeared nearly as much affected as herſelſ: 
it was with the greateſt difficulty he could be reſtrain- 
ed from accompanying her in the temporary ſuſpenſi- 
on of the faculties of memory which ſhe ſuffered, and 


was only kept therefrom by the timely application of 


ſalts. 


Mr. Clayton who was ignorant of the cauſe of all 
this, very naturally attributed his daughter's indiſpo- 
fition to her apprehenſions on his account; he had not 
the leaſt ſuſpicion of the real character of his preſer- 
ver, of whom he had conceived an opinion very dif- 
ferent from that in which he had been taught to con- 
fider his ſon-in-law : nor would it have been an eaſy 
matter to have perſuaded him that the two were one 
and the ſame perſon, had not his own confeſſion con- 
firmed that which nothing elſe could have led him 


into a belief of, 


lt was a conſiderable time before Mrs. Gilbert re- 
covered fo as to recollect what had happened, which 
however ſhe ad no ſooner done, than ſhe was in dan- 
ger of relapſing into her former condition. 

The memory of her ſufferings having however for- 
tified her againit a weakneſs ſhe could in no wiſe pre- 
vent, ſhe once more reſumed that placid tile of beha- 
viour which in common diſtinguiſhed her, and conſi- 


dering him as the original author of all her misfor- 
tunes, the addreſſed him with a firmneſs which it 
would be as difficult to equal as impoſſible to excel: 


Although I am yet at a loſs, Sir,” ſaid ſhe, © whe- 
© ther I ought to attribute this interview to accident 
« or deſign, I muſt nevertheleſs confeſs my ſurprize at 
« a circumſtance ſo unexpected and indeed unwiſhed 


2" By for. 


« Think not however to deduce any advantage 


* therefrom; unſhaken in my determinati2ns, I am 


« till firmly relolved to abide by wy prior intention . 
/ | | irs | © 0 
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ce of for ever ſeparating from one has ſhewn himſelf 
« capable of the commiſſion of the moſt attrocious 
c villainies, and who has proved himſelf by his con- 
e duct to be at once unmanly and ungenerous.” 

During this ſhort addreſs, delivered with adeliberate 
calmneſs, ſuch as beſpoke a mind fully determined in 
what manner to act, Mr. Gilbert betrayed every lign 
of amazement. Regarding her with a look which 
plainly evinced what he felt, he replied in the follow- 
ing terms: | 
« If, Madam, to have ſtudied with unwearied at- 
e tention, that which ſeemed beſt calculated to pro- 
** mote your ſatisfaction ;—if to have made your 
vill and your defires the rule of my actions ;—if to 
have preferred your happineſs in every inſtance, 
with a zeal which left no room for reaſonable com- 
« plaint ;—if theſe, Madam, may be termed villainy 
and ungeneroſity, I am indeed truly guilty. 

« AQuated by no ſiniſted view; excited by no hope 
of an intereſted nature ; unacquainted with ambi- 
tion, and only eager after domeſtic happineſs, I was 
anxious to make you mine for the beſt of all rea- 
„ ſons ; becauſe I loved you. 5 
« Studious to oblige you, I was never happier than 
when contributing to your pleaſure, and tranſport- 
ed with the idea having created a mutual affection, 
I conſidered myſelf as the moſt fortunate of human 
beings — But alas! in a ſingle moment all my fancied 
happineſs vaniſhed, and made room only for de- 
* jeCtion and the horrors of deſpair! 

« You accuſe me of villainy : what proof have you 
to ſupport ſo improbable a charge? Name but an 
inſtance, wherein I have ſwerved in my duty to 
„ you, or my neighbour, and I will acknowledge the 
« juſtice of che character with which I have been ſtig- 
© matized.“— | | 
Have you then forgot your treatment of the un- 
* fortunate Charlotte,“ faid ſhe.” ; 

« Charlotte! Charlotte!” exclaimed he, aſtoniſhed 
at the queſtion ; ** What Charlotte? — Or who is at 
% you mean? For heaven's ſake, Madam, be me 
explicit!“ 

Charlotte Jones, Sir.“ replied ſhe, the dauhter of 
| : Fs: -.- -yous 
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% yout tutor. Think not, Mr. Gilbert, that l ama 
*« ſtranger to the baſeneſs of your conduct reſpecting 
« that unhappy girl! It was to avoid a ſimiliar deſtiny ; 
« to avoid being facrificed to the embraces of Lord 
*« Monſon, or ſome wretch equally deteſtable ;— this 
it was that induced me to fly an habitation, in which 
I could not depend upon that ſecurity which I had 
«« a right io demand as your wife.” | 
0 The daughter of my tutor! a facrifice to Lord 
„ Monſon!” faid Mr. Gilbert haſtily, ** explain this 
© riddle, | beſeech you, Madam: I am ignorant of 
« your meaning, and fear you have been impoſed up- 
on by the artifices of an enemy, who has deceived 
„you by miſrepreſentations equally groſs and impro- 
4+ bable.” | 
Mr. Clayton, who by this time had gathered fome 
information of the meaning of this ſingular ſcene, and 
who was through gratitude induced to think favoura- 
bly of his preſerver, with whoſe character he was fo 
unexpectedly acquainted, very humanely interpoſed 
bis authority, as the means of promoting an explanati- 
on neceſſary for the peace and happinels of both par- 
nes. h | by | 
** Louiſa,” ſaid he, I doubt you have been de- 
„ ceived :—this gentleman cannot be the villain you 
have deſcibed him It is impoflible. —The more 1 
« conſider this matter, the more clearly aw l per- 
fſuaded of his innocence.—t would even ftake my life 
upon his honour and the reality of his affeQion.” 
% Alas ! Sir,” replied the, would to heaven that 
„L could indulge myſelf with a preſumption fo flat- 
 «« tering to my wiſhes, J ſhould be glad to be con- 
vinced of a miſtake ſo fatal to my repoſe, but | fear 
argument will have no force ſufficient to combat the 
« jnconteſtible praofs I have received of his baſeneſs 
„ and criminal cowardice.” EK | 
Mr. Jarvis who was abſent on their firſt entrance, 
now very luckily made his appearance, 
The moment he entered, he fixed his eyes on Mr. 


Gilbert, whom he immediately recognized as an old 


 quaiatance. The laft mentioned gentleman was, how- 
eder, too greatly affected with the unaccoauntable con- 
duct of his wife, to attend much to the enquiries which 
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Mr. Jarvis made after his welfare, but almuſt petrified 


with ſorrow, he remained fuffering under the weight of 
feelings, the intenfity of which was mote than ade- 


quate to the ſtrength of a mortal, and ſuch as nearly 


bent him down proſtrate at the foot of deſpair. 

By the defire of her father, Mrs. Gilbert now enter- 
ed upon a repetition of the ſtory related to her by the 
unfortunate young creature, who had been the ſole 
cauſe which induced her to conſider herſelf as exempt 
from the obſervation of all matrimonial obligations, 
and which ſhe repeated not without reluQance, nor 
without manifeſting very viſible tokens of grief and 
uneaſineſs. | 7 | 

In the courſe of this recapitulation Mr. Gilbert was 
very differently affected. In the former part he diſplay- 


ed every mark oi curioſity and amazement; but to- 


wards the conluſion his countenance brightened up, and 


he no longer appeared as aiming at the ſalution of a 
riddle diſicult to comprehend or myſterious to define. 


„ Ah, Madam !” ſaid he, the inftant the had fini ſnu- 


ed her ſtory, ©* how happy ſhould I confider myſelf, 


could Ide certified of regaining your affections with 

« as much eaſe, as I can convinceyou of my innocence ! | 
© To Mr. Jarvis, who has known me from my 

childhood, I appeal in ſupport of my veracity, when 


% 1 affert, that | received my education at Weſtmin- 
ce tter-1chool ; that my father was a plain untitled 
country gentleman, and that l am not the pet ſon 
„ alluded to in the ſtory you have jaſt naw repeated. 

Sir Gilbert Gilbert is a gemleman lam well ac- 
guainted with, and to whom ] have the honour of 
being nearly related: his fon | likewile know, but 
am a ſtranger o his vices, gr-atly as they have been 


the means of injuring me in the eſteem of her whom 


« jt was my Wiſh to pleaſe. 


That | never made you acquainted with the Rory 


6% 


of my lite, was merely owing to its unimportance, 
* and to your never expreffing a curioſity of that kia}. 
indeed now with had preſented you with the heads 
of a hiftu:y, which, however ſiaiple and void ofgrace, 
„ would have been the happy inſtrument to haye arm- 
ed you againſt a miitake unfortunate im its conſe- 
+ qu<ances, though, I hope, happy ig its termination.“ 

| - After 
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After an addreſs fo evidently ſincere, Mrs. Gilbert 
could no longer remain inſenſible of her miſtake. ſhe 
ſaw her credulity, and lamented it as ſomething highly 
criminal in herſelf, inſomuch as it had given pain to 
the breaſt of him whoſe innocence could no longer 
admit of a doubt. The remembrance of his former 
tenderneſs, and the repeated acts of kindneſs he had 
ſhewn her, all returned upon her memory in the 
brighteſt colours; employ her imagination how ſhe 
would, ſhe found nothing but what contributed to 

nvince her of the ſincerity of his affection and the 
entereſtedneſs of his love. 

Her thoughts could not long be employed in this 
manner withoutcalling forth her tears, which her fond 
huſband viewed with pleaſure, as a proof of her repent- 
ance and the return of her love. | 

« And am I indeed ſo happy as to be convinced of 
«« my error?“ ſaid ſhe, alas ! what pain, what af- 
« fliction muſt my conduct have conveyed to your 
« heart! how criminal ſoever I may appear in your 
« eyes I have nevertheleſs ſtrictly and invariably con- 
« fined myſelf in every particular within the limits of 
„ virtue and the laws of honour. It was the reſpet 
U entertained for thoſe laws which indaced me to 
« a wandering life; truſting tothe never-eeaſing care 
4% of Providence, I have at length found an end to my 
 & misfortunes, by being reſtored to the embraces of a 
«+ narent and to the affection of a huſband. How this 
40 fat circumſtance was brought about, I ſhall be 
„ happy tolearn,'— CVP 

« From me then learn it!” exclaimed Mr. Clayton; 
« from me, who owe my life and ſafety to your huſ- 
e band, and who am infinitely pleaſed to contemplate- 
« a ſon-in-law in my preſerver, eſpecially one, the 
« goodneſs of whoſe heart I am ſufficiently acquainted 
e with, and whoſe ſentiments do honour to huma- 

„ nity.” „„ 5 

: the thew reſented her with the particulars of the 
accident which had brought him acquainted with Mr. 
Gilbert, together with the obligation he lay under to 
that gentleman, all which ſhe heard with attention, 
and not Without expreſſing her admiration at fo remark . 
able an inſtance of the interpoſition of the * Po 

1 | whole 
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whoſe providence, ever wakeful for the prefervation 

of his creatures, produced an event which reitored 

peace and happineſs to thoſe hearts which had long 
been ſtrangers to ſenſations ſo exquiſite. = 


CHAP. XVII. 


The Hiſtory of Mr. Gilbert, .4 Search after Domeſtic 
Happineſs. The Delicacy of conjugal Feelings. A Viſit 
to an acquaintance. A new Adventure. The Jealouſy 
of Friendſ/bip, and a Sigh for Retirement. e 


 RATEFULLY ſenſible of the bleſſings ſhe 
was reſtored to the enjoyment of, Mrs. Gilbert 
now began to turn her attention to her tather and huſ- 
band, who all this time remained in the uncomfortable 
ſituation in which they firſt entered, to the manifeſt ha- 
zard of their health and the injury of their conſtitution. 
By her aſſiſtance they were preſently provided with 
every change which their condition demanded, and 
finding it impoſſible to perſuade them to go to bed, ſhe 
entertained them with a repetition of her adventures, 
with which Mr. Cilbert and Mr. Jarvis were till then 
totally unacquainted. | | 
The apology the made for her conduct, was ſuch as 
naturally aroſe from a mind ſenſible of its errors, and 
' ſuch as from its ingenuity tended more to inſure her 
the eſteem of the hearers than the moſt elaborate and 
ſtudied production of human art, though aided by the 
graces of elocution and the muſic of oratorical excel- 
lency. 1 8 
Aker dinner Mr. Jarvis addreſſing himſelf to Mr. 
Gilbert, aſked him by what means he became fo fond 
of retirement, fo contrary to the genera'ity of thoſe of 
his age, ſeeing he had altogether paſt the <arlieſt part 
of y life amidſt the bultle and confukoa of the metro- 
polis? uo, 
F To this queſtion Mr. Gilbert anſwered with a ſigh, 
— + Aſk that lady, Sir, the can tell yon, as the only 
vas the cauſe of my ſecking that happineſs in zetire- 
ment which was denied me in the world. | 
Brought up under the tender eye of an indulgent 
parent, I inſenſibly contracted a fondazls for — ——4g 
So | Oe life, 


136 Taz CHILD or MISFORTUNE. 


life, in the purſuit of which I conſidered no ſtudy as 
too intenſe. RE | 
Happy in the idea of having fonnd an opportunity 
of extending this aim, I paid my addreſſes to my Louiſa, 
from the conſideration that ſhe alone was calculated to 
increaſe the ſatisfaction I flattered myſelf with receiv- 
ing in a plan fo unfaſhionable, and which I the more 
readily believed from obſervations I had made of her 
temper and difpoſtion, which I thought bore a great 
conformity to my own. 5 
ln the midſt however of my happineſs, in the midſt 
of my fancied felicity, all my tranſports arrived at a 
ſudden iſſue, and I found myſelf forfaken, unaccount- 
ably forſaken by her in whom my everydefire was cen- 
tered, and on whom my affections were fo immoveably 
fixed, that they ſeemed to bid defiance to the accidents 
-.of ts and the misfortunes incident to human weak- 
nels. | | | 
** Upon my arrival at home one evening, after a 
little excurſion I had indulged myſelf with, I was in- 
formed, that my wife was abſent on a. viſit to a lady in 
the neighbourhood. 1 . 
„ was nothing ſurpriſed hereat, as the intimacy 
which ſubſited between onr families rendered a cir- 
cumſtance of that kind exceedingly natural, and I only 
thought it fingutir,; as contrary to her uſual cuſtom, ſhe. 
went out unattended. _ | 
As the evening was conſiderably advanced, not- 
withſtanding my fatigue, I eagerly repaired to the houſe 
where 1 was given to underſtand | might find her, and 
to my inexpreiſible amazement was told, that the had 
not been there. 3 | 
„Good Heavens! what did I not fuffer at this in- 
telligence ! — I was apprehenſive that ſome accident 
| had happened to her, and in conſequence of a fear fo 
reaſonable, haſtened back to my own habitation in hopes 
of receiving ſome information which might allay the 
diſquietude her abſence had occaſtoned. | 
+4 The addition | gathered to theParticulars I had 
already received, was however ſiith%as afforded but 
little ſatisfaction, and which rather ſerved to increaſe 
than diminiſh the ſuſpicion which began to invade my 
25 n repoſe, 
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repoſe, and which furniſhed me with ideas at once 
melancholy and pitiable. 

Wich the moſt painful anxiety and perplexity, I 
waited in expectation of the moment which might reſ- 
tore her to my embraces, and, with the fond impati- 
ence of a truly affectionate friend, was ardent in my 
wiſhes for her fate return. 

Four after hour, I thus paſſed in a ſtate of the 
moſt cruel ſuſpence, incapable of forming any conjec- 
ture which might lead me to a certainty of her fate, 
and utterly unable to ſuppreſs the diſagreeable emoti- 
ons her departure had given birth to. 5 
Every one of my domeſtics | diſpatched in ſearch 
of her, but without etfect; and unſucceſsful in all my 
endeavours, | traverſed mournfully thoſe apartments, 
_ which preſented her idea to my imagination, and, figh- 
ing involuntarily, reſigned myſelf to the blackeſt hor- 
For, 

«« By the greateſt accident in the world, as F was 
looking for ſome papers on the ſucceeding morning, I 
met with a letter from her, which in a moment informed 

me of her determination, yet left me as much as ever 
at a loſs to what motive | ought to impute the ſtep ſhe 
had taken. Every ſentence of this epittle bore ſo myſ- 
terious an air, that I was almoſt diſtracted with at- 
tempting to define her meaning, nor could I, upon the 
moſt deliberate retroſpection, call to mind one inſtance, 
which made me deſerving of the charge the had there 
alledged againſtme, | a 
Change and vary the object of my memory how it 
might, I could not with all my care find that Thad been 
once deficient in my love and tenderneſs to her nor 
could I accuſe myſelf of injuring her even in thought. 

_ «6 Eager to oblige her, | was only ſtudious to pro- 
mote her pleafure and ſatisfaction, and if by chance an 
uneaſy thought diſtuibed the natura] ſerenity of her 
ſoul, I was uncaſy in my endeavours to compoſe her to 

peace, and to chaſe away the unwelcome i-fl. chon | 
which had acted in oppofu ion to her happire!s 

| *© Theſe proofs of my affeQtionate regard, wich e- 
very where preſented themſelves to my uiemory, made 
it impoſſible for me to account for her behaviour: | was 

farful that ſome buſy perſon, envious of the telicity I 
| | Was 
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was in poſſeſſion of, had poiſoned her mind w th rela- 
tions, which, however improbable, it might be diffi- 
cult for me to perſuade her of the falſhood of, and the 
more ſo, as was entirely ignorant of the place to which 
ſhe had retired. 5 

« Unprovided with the means of arming againſt the 
attacks of want, ſhe had left me, unaccountably left 
me, whilſt I, bathed in forrow and rendered almoſt 
deſperate by my misfortune, continued io lament a 


circumſtance, the cauſe of which I was altogether un- 


acquainted with. _. 
As I was altogether unſucceſsful in my attempts, 
L reſolved to devote the remainder of my life to retire- 


ment, with the intention of learning whether or not 
ſolitude had charms in itſelf ſufficient to make me for- 


get the violence of a paſſion which was only increaſed 


by the abſence of the object which had firſt inſpired it. 
« With this intention, I paid a viſit to an old ac- 
quaintance a few miles from town to conſult him upon 


a determination of that ſort, as I well knew he would 
give me his advice with the open ſincerity of a friend. 
II found his family in affliction for the death of an 
only fon, who, I was informed, had fallen a ſacrifice 
to a paſſion he had conceived for a lady who reſided 
Tine io,, „ 
Notwichſtanding the misfortune this lady had in- 
nocentiy been the cauſe of, his parents were exceeding- 


ly laviſh in their encomiums on her: they ſpoke of her 
as a compoſition of all the virtues and graces united, 

as ſomething more than mortal ; and as one who, to 

the perfeCtion of nature, added every refinement of art 


and education. | | 
* The near reſemblance this picture bore to my loſt 


Louiſa, made me rather curious to ſee one whoſe praiſ—- 


es 1 had been a ſilent evidence of, but learnt to my 
utter diſappointment, that the was then ſo much in- 
_ diſpoſed that ſhe was incapable of leaving her apart- 
A 5 | „„ 

«« Mr. Hilton, the gentleman to whom my viſit was 


directed, would not ſuffer me to depart without ſirſt 


promiſing to paſs ſoine days occaſionally with him, for 
the purpoſe of weaning me from the remembrance of 


my 
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my misfortunes, and aſſiſting him in conquering the 
affliction which the death of his ſon had occaſioned. 
This, though not without reluctance, I confented 
to, and taking myleave for the preſent [returned home. 
- ** In a few days, having ſetiled my affairs and diſ- 
charged thoſe ſervants for whom I had no longer any 
occaſion, I repeated my viſit to Mr. Hilton, who re- 
ce:ved me wi:h a re{ervedneſs which greatly alarmed 
me. The freedom of his former reception, and the 
warmth with which he enforced the invitation he had 


given me, made me unable to account for fo ſudden 


a Change in his behaviour, and induced me to with I 


had not troubled him with my company, apparently lo 


unwelcome. 

„ I had not been many minutes alone with Mr. Hil- 
ton, before he addreſſed himſelf to me in much the fol- 
lowing manner: 

The intimacy which has fo long ſubſiſted betwixt 


«© us, makes me extremely unealy whenever I am 


« 
66 
66 


conſtrained to hear any thing which contains an im- 
peachment of your honour. I hope, however, that 
you will be able to juſtify yourſelt from the allegati- 


„ ons contained in this letter, which if true, muſt 


« greatly injure you in the eſtimation of every honeſt 


man, and make you doubly deſerving of every pun- 


« iſhment due to the criminality of your conduct.“ 
© Aſtoniſhed at this addreis, and unable to form a 


tolerable conjecture touching the meaning thereof, 1 


took the letter which he offered me, and to my utter 
ſurprize immediately perceived it to be the hand- writ- 
ing of my loſt Louiſa. : 5 SR 

« Ah, Sir!” faid I, © where is ſhe ?=Where is my 
« Louiſa? Let me bur fly to her and convince her of 


* my innocence, anc I will bleſs your charity!“ 


% To this exclamation he returned no other anſwer, 
than by bidding me peruſe the epiitle he had preſent- 


ed me with. 


„This I inſtantly did, and found that ſhe ftill per- 
ſiſted in a general accuſation, without ev-n naming a 
circumſtance which might lead me to the knowledge 
of the crime of which the ſuppoſed me guilty. _ 

« Ah then!” ſaid I, © the lady who poſſeſſed your 


« ſon's affections, was no other than my Louiſa !—— 


„ Gracious 
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** Gracious Heaven! What fin have I committed that 
** ſhould fo far cut me off from all hopes of forgive- 
** neſs? What have I attempted even in thought, that 
 * ſhould raiſe fo indiffolnable a bar betwixt me and 
„ mercy? By I humbly bend myfelf beneath the 
rod, fully n Ale. that the will yet one time or 


other do me the juſtice to acknowledge, that Inever 


„ ſwerved from the duty 1 owed her as her huſband ; 
* never injured her even in idea, and was ever deſirous 
« only of increaſing her happineſs.” 


** The fiacerity which marked my behaviour con- 
tributed more than any thing to convince Mr. Hilton 


of my innocence, and he apologized for tlie ſeverity of 
his former conduct towards me, by unputing it to the 
mutual regard he en:ertained for us both, and the re- 
luctance with which he heard any circumſtance which 
tended to impeach the rectitude of my principles. 

„ thanked him tor the frankaets with which he 
had treated me, and begged his advice in what man- 
ner Thad beſt proceed. TO 5 

All our determinations however were fruitlels, as 
we found it impoſſible to collect the leaſt intelligence 
reſpecting her, and I was obliged to wait in 3 
expectation of what time might produce in my favour. 


„ Mrs. Hilton, who had been exceedingly indiſpoſ- 


ed from the period of her ſon's illneſs, and who, by 
the elopement of Louiſa had received a ſetond ſhock 


little inſerior to the former, grew every day worſe and 


worle. | 


„ Her huſband attended her with the care ofa true 


and faithful friend, and ſcarcely ever forſook her in her 


affliction, Collected in herſelf, ſhe waited patiently 


the hour of her diſſolution, which approached near at 

hand, and which the beheld with a fortitude and re- 

ſignation which did honour to Chrittianity. | 
„Fin ding her end approach, the tent for me to her 


bedſide, and joining in a ſhort prayer for the protec- 


tion and ſafety of my Louiſa, ſhe delivered me her pic- 
ture richly ornamented, which the defired me to pre- 
ſent to my wife, it ever Fate ſhould bleſs me with the 
ſight of her, as a token of her eſteem and invariable 
aifcQion. | | | | | 
++ This proof of her regard I conſidered as a predi- 


Ietion 


4 
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leQion in my favour, and that time would yet bring 
about'a reunion, which I ardently prayed for as the 


moſt darling wiſh of my heart. 


As Tam poſſeſſed of a ſmall eſtate in Glouceſter- 
ſhire, Mr. Hilton adviſed me to go down there for the 
purpoſe of retiring frcm ſcenes which could not fail of 
materially aff:Qing me. | | 

_ «+ Himſelf he propoſed as a companion of my ſoli- 
tude, a propoſal which I was greatly pleaſed with, as 
the ſfimiltarity in our misfortunes rendered us fit com- 
pany only for ourſelves, and promiſed to afford us the 
means of diverting each other from the reflections which 
are too apt to intrude on the mind of the ſorrowful. 

© We have continued in this retirement ever ſince, 


_ unknown to ambition and only anxious to promote 


each other's ſatis faction. | 5 
« The only perſon who viſited us was Mr. Jarvis, 


v ho has known me from my infancy. I however never 


returned his civilities, as I was fearful that I ſhould 


by that means too much break in upon the plan which 
I had laid down, of avoiding as much as poſſible all 


communication with the world. . 
Drawn by an irreſiſtible impulſe, and for which 1 


was unable to account, I was eafily perſuaded by the 
gentleman to whom I this morning had the pleaſure of 


e to accompany him hither. 
© The bleſſings I have received thereby, I grateful- 


bh impute to the inexhauſtible goodneſs of that Being 
who in his own time produces events which utterly. 
tranſcend our contracted ideas, and leave us in admi- 


ration of that wiſacm we are unable to comprehend,” 
CHAP. m 


A School for Peers. The Arrival of an old Friend and 
Benefadter. The Fleaſure ariſing from extending Help 
to the Neceffitous. The Tears of Senfibiluy, and a Se- 
paration, which brings this Work to a Concluſion. 


i M R. Gilbert having concluded his narrative, 


M. Clayton congratulated him on fo happy a 


termination to his misfortunes, He afſured him how 
xccecingly ſatisfied he was wit the choice kis Caugh- 


dec 


«6c 
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ter had made, which ſo infinitely exceeded his expec- 
tations, that he was at a loſs for words whereby pro- 
perly to expreſs his approbation. | 
Ceremoniouſly joining their hands he gave them his 
bleſſing, which they received with that religious awe 
and reverence which alone actuate thoſe hearts which 
are acquainted with the force of paternal authority. 
As every one ſeemed now to be perfectly ſatisfied 
with what Fate had heſtowed upon him, Mr. Lloyd, 
who was not altogether untinctured with the natural 
pride of his countrymen, aſked Mr, Clayton why he 
neglected to avail himſelf of the advantages fortune 
had laviſhed upon bim. in having given him title, rank, 
2 3 neither ot which he made the leaſt 
ule of | IT _ 
** Becauſe,” replied the father of Louiſa, I with 
not to deduce to myſelf any merit from what has 
been merely the production of accident. 
Ennobled in itſelf, it accompanied by Virtue, the 
human ſoul can borrow no ornament from title: on 
the contrary, rank and precedence, the boaſt of 
heraldry and the pomp of power, can confer no 
honour on him who is a ſtranger to that dignity of 
action which ſurpaſſes idle ceremony, and which is 
only to be found in the hearts of thoſe who boaſt 
intrinſic merit.“ „„ 5 1 
„But ſurely,” ſaid Mr. Lloyd, ©* thoſe upon whom 
ſuch honours are conferred, owe ſomething to their 
families who have an undoubted right to partake in 
the advantages ariſing from circumſtances, which, 
however immaterial in themſelves, are nevertheleſs. 
what eſſentially contribute to fix and excite the 
e awe of the vulgar. „„ 5 
_ *« Believe me, my friend, there is more value in 
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* thole things of which you ſpeak ſo lightly, than you 
„are aware of. It is not ſufficient that a man is 
«© poſſeſſed of dignities,—it is equally neceſſary that 
the world ſhould know it : the generality of man- 
kind eſtimate every thing by its outward appear- 
ance ; the reſpect which they pay to their ſuperiors 
is only cauſed by motives of intereſt, and is regulat- 
ed according to the quality of the perſon to whom 
their devoirs are addrefſcd.” —— 98 5 
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« And ſhall 1,” faid Mr. Clayton interrupting him, 
* ſhall I, for the paltry conſideration of arrogating to 
„ myſelf honours of which I am not certified that I am 
*« deſerving, expoſe myſelf to the tollies and the impo- 
« fitions of the mean and the ariful ?Shall I ſuffer my- 
«4 ſelf to be deluded out of my reaſon by fulſome adu- 
lation, merely becauſe my relations challenge a right 
in thoſe dignities which they may probably only de- 
« grade? No, Sir, be aſſured that I eſteem the cha- 
racter of an honeſt man as a title infinitely preferable 
to any that can be conferred by kings, and believe 
* him to be moſt noble who is moit virtuous.” _ 
Finding he could make no impreſſion upon him, Mr. 
Lloyd relinquiſhed every farther attempt of exciting his 
friend's ambition, and permitted him to indulge* his 
unfaſhionable notions as he himſelf thought proper.—_ 
Mr. Gilbert, who naturally concuided that Mr. 
Hilton would be uneaſy at his long abſence, diſpatched 
a fervant to that gentleman with a ſhort note, for 
the purpole of allayirg any appiehenſions a c:rcum- 
ſtance ſo extraordinary might occaſiya. _ 
The note was conccived in the following terms. 
6 By the ſtrangeſt accident in the world I have at 
laſt recovered what I have fo long been ſighing lor 
the poſſeſſion of my Louiſa ! if you would with 10 
complete my happineſs accompany the bearer, who 
4 will bring you to 8 | fs, | 
— your joyſull friend, 3 
„ e Wirren Gir. 
Ass the meſſenger had but a ſhort half hour's ric , 
he preſently returned and with him, Mr. Hilton. 
Where tis ſhe ?—Where is ſhe ?” ſaid he the 
moment he entered, —* convey me to her, that I may 
once more hear the ſound of her voice who next to 
heaven poſſeſſes my affection]ꝰ „ 
« Here behold her,” replied Mrs. Gilbert, “ happy 
in the idea of being reſtored to the embraces of her 
« friend and benefaQtor !” a ß. 
Scarce had ſhe concluded this ſentence before ſhe 
threw herſelf into his arms with an unreſervedneſs 
which, whoever it may be condemned by prudery, was 
nevertheleſs fuch as gratitude and virtue crowned 
with the ſtricteſt approbation. 


. 
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** Ah!” exclaimed Mr. Hilton, it is indeed my 
« Louiſa, my long loſt daughter, for ſuch [cannot help 
* calling her. By what wonderful means was this dit- 
covery effected? By what bleſſed event is the re- 
ſtored to the fight of him who rejoices in her re- 
** covery, and who is only anxious to learn the happy 
inſtrument which produces her to his embrace?“ 

In conformity to this requeſt, Mr. Gilbert related. 
the accident that brought about an explanation upon 
which ſo materially depended the peace and happineſs 
of the different parties concerned, and which, by clear- 
ing up fume important miſtakes, had terminated to the 

mutual ſatisfaction of every one. 

IIt is the work of the Almighty !” aid Mr. Hilton 
at the concluſion of the relation with which he had 
been {{voured— * It is the work of the Almighty ! 
* ever watchful tor our good, he has providentially 
© brought about an event at a time when we leaſt ex- 

ected it, which once more opens to us the path of 
6 3 and ihews us that he chaſtens thoſe * 
„ whom he loves.” 

Mr. Clayton, who was greatly pleaſed with this viſi t | 
and who from Mrs. Gilbert's account had conceived a 
flattering idea of Mr. Hilton's character, now intro- 
Juced himſelf to that gentleman and thanked him for 
the huyranity he had exercifed towards his daughter 
at a time when her diſtreſſes fo imunediately cail for a 
friend and protector. 

IZnorant as Mr. Hilton was of the near relationſhip 
which ſubſiſted betwixt Mr. Clayton and Louiſa, he 
| however acquitted himſelf with a ſincerity and polite- 
neſs which at once did honour ro his feelings and edu- 
Cation. 

„I know not, Sir,” ſaid ke: « why the world in 5 


general ſhould wonder at hearing of the performance 


4 of a generous action: it is a melancholy evidence of 
he decay of virtue among thein, and a fatal proof 
that they no longer regard that great precept of 
+ Chriſtianity which requires them to do unto others 

as they would be done unto. 
hat greater ſatisfaction can a liberal mind ex- 
e perieuce, than that of aſſiſting his fellow creatures 
« in their neceffities? What can afford more grateful 
« ſenfations 
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„ ſenſations to the human heart than when commiſerating with 
<« the children of affliction, in ſoothing their forrows and in reliev- 
© ing their diſtreſſes ?2---- | 

And yet how apt are mankind to expreſs their aſtoniſument, 

© when they bear witnets to actions which are nothing more than | 
© the duty of every one, and which they tou often evidence with- 
„cout poſſeling a with to imitate! 
he trifling afſiitance 1 afforded Louiſa was drawn from me 
© by a thorough conviction chat ſhe wanted it, and was at the 
„ ſame time deſerving thereof, I arrogite to mylelf no merit 
„ theretrom, and am only ſorry that the vircues of hoſpitality are 
© not Jeſs admired and more practiſed.” | 

Mr Clayton, who had oſten lamented the extreme ſcarcity of 
characters ſo exemplary, was exceedingly rejoiced at meeting with 
one whole foul bore ſo itrift a conformity to his own: with a ſin- 
cerity unqueſtionable, he folicited che friendſhip of Mr. Hilton, as 
a treaſure of greater value than any that could be beſtowed by 
_ monarchs, | | 

The firailarity of their ſentiments naturaly made way for an 
 acquaintarice ſo celirable on every fide; founded on the pureſt 
ba{is of diſinte tg ſted honour, a fiiendſhip thus formed could not 
fail of anſwering every expectation, and as they withed, ended 
oniv with their lives. | 

A ſudcen irnpulſe of memory called Mrs. Gilbert to the recol- 
Icction of her deceaſed benefactreſs Mrs. Hilton, whoſe kindneis 
it was impoffible ſhe could ever forget, and whole virtues ſhe ve- - 
nerated with unceafing gratitude. ” 

The part ihe feare ſhe had contributed towards her death, gave 
her the moſt poignant uneaſinels, and ſaddened every pleaſure the 
event of the day had otherwiſe been productive of, | 

Every one was eazer to comfort her, by adminittering that balm 
which her wounded peace required, but which however, was 2 
confiderable time applied Without effect. ED . 

„She was my triend and my benefactreſs, would ſhe ſay, 
« and in return for the moſt diſtinguiſned marks of her kindnels, 
© of which I was undeſerving of the minuteſt part, like a mon- 
© ſtrous parricide, have I depriyed her of life ! ſhe who was arxi- 
„ ous tur my veliare; ſhe who only ſtudied to encreaſe my hap- 

pineis; who moved but to bleſs, and lived but to oblige:---ber, 
have I ungratetully cut of from every pleature, ſhortened her 
days, and laid her head in the lap of corruption! | 

It was with the greateſt difficulty Mr. Hilton could perſuade 
her to put an end to her lamentations, ſhe a long time remained 
inflexible tu his entreatics, and perfiſted in accuſing herſelf as che 
author of her friend's difeaſe. 
Time having, however, ſomewhat compoſed the violence of her 
{pirits, Mr. Jarvis once more requeſted Mr. Clayton and Mr. 
Lloyd to come to ſome determination reſpecting the fortune which 
remained in his hand oi Fanny's, | 


The tormer of thole two gentlemen, having again repeated his 
reſolution of relinquiſhing every claim to it, Mr, Lloyd in ormed 
him that a thought had that inſtant ſtruck him which would re- 

| move 
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move all difficulties ariſing from an application of the money in 
queſtion, and promiſed to be productive of mutual ſatisfactian to 
them both | | 

As have not a wiſh,” ſaid he, ſuperior to that of aſſiſting 
| © the deſerving, and am already confident that you will with plea- 
«* ſure conſent to its being applied to the relief of him whois truly 
«© neceflitous, I will inform you on whom 1 intend beſtowing the 
«* trifle which ſo luckily for my preſent purpoſe invites me to the 
4% giſtribution of. | | 
** You cannot but remember the worthy curate to whom I in- 
troduced you on the morning in which fortune produced ſo han- 


py 2 reconciliation betwixt us, and who fo artleſsly expreſſed his 
« regard and affection for his wite. | | 


On him I wiſh to beſtow the object of contention : he is in 


« every reſpect deſerving of it. equally as a faithful friend and a 
* worthy companion, and more than either, becaule he is diſtreſſed 
and has a large family. | 

would wiſh that the money might be laid out in the pur- 
chaſe of a living. Church pre fei ment, I am ſorry to remark, is 


wealth only prevails. If you approve of my ſcheme, I think I 
have a friend who would immediately refign in his favcur.“ 

__ Mr. Clayton expreſſed his approbation of what Mr, Lloyd pro- 
poſed, and Ucſtied him to ule no delay in raifing the honeſt Curate 

to an eminence which his merits fo juitly entitled him to. He 
dis defeiving of it (laid he) and I moſt fincerely wiſh it may 
tend to create Him all the fatisf..AQion he can with !” 

Every party being now rendered completely happy, an early day 
was fixed upon for their depaitute fiom Jarvis Houle, | 
Mr. Jarvis would gladly have had them continue ſome time 
longer with him, which however they declined, and began once 
n. ore to reſume the neceſſary p:eparations for their jou ney. 

Mr. Gilbert happy in the repotleſſion of his lovely bride, deter- 
mined to continue no longer in that part of the country, but to 
attend the father of his Louila into Surry, where he had an eſtate 
and where he intended pafling the remainder of his days. 


There needed not much invitation to prevail on Mr. Hilton to 


accompany them, that gentleman had contracted ſo ſtrong a frind- 
{}.;p for Mr, Clayton, that they were henceforwa1ds inſeparable. 


The morning being at length arrived which was to ſeparate 
them from Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Jarvis, with ftreaming eyes they 


took their final leave of thole who had ſhewn them ſo many kind- 
neſſes, and humbly returning thanks to him who had guided him 
through the labyrinth of perplexity in which they had been fo long 
involved, they prepared themſelves to partake of the innocent joys 
of love and triendſhip, unmoved by envy and uninterrupted by 


mis fortune. | | | 4 


only to be procured by that means: merit may plead, but 


